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High Speed Trains to Switzerland; part 2 - TGV

Peter Marriott continues his review of Europe’s prestige trains.

French Railway's (SNCF) TGV trains were
some of the first European high speed trains.
The initial high speed line (Ligne a Grande
Vitesse) was the TGV Sud-Est route between
Paris Lyon and Lyon. It was opened in stages
between 1981 and 1983. It was later extended to
Valence.

The current TGV domestic networks are; TGV
Atlantique with 105 trainsets operating between
Paris/Brest/Quimper/Toulouse and other
destinations in west and south west France. TGV
Sud Est uses 107 trains to cover the Paris/Lyon/
Monaco/Grenoble lines and other destinations in
south and east France. Finally the TGV Nord
Europe sets utilise Paris/Lille/Calais/Boulogne
routes and other destinations in northern France.

The TGV networks extend beyond the French
borders with Atlantique extending into Spain, Sud
Est to Switzerland and Italy and Nord Europe into
Belgium. Additionally, Eurostar services operate
between London/Paris/Brussels using the Nord
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Europe lines with trains based on the TGV
design. Thalys trainsets (again TGV based) are
used on the Paris/Brussels/Amsterdam EuroCity
services. The train liveries are; Sud Est - orange,
Atlantigue and Nord Europe - blue and sliver,
Eurostar - yellow and blue and finally Thalys - red
and silver.

The main year round Paris/Swiss TGV
destinations include Bern, Neuchatel, Lausanne
and Geneva but in winter months the Paris/Brig
TGV Neige operates for winter sports
enthusiasts. Typical journey times are; Paris to
Bern 4 hours 30 minutes and Paris to Lausanne 3
hours 45 minutes.

TGV trainsets comprise a power car at both
ends and various numbers of intermediate trailer
carriages. The Sud Est and Nord Europe sets
have 8 trailers with 10 in the Atlantique sets
compared with 18 on Eurostar “Three Capitals”
units. The third generation TGV sets are TGV
Duplex double deck sets which are being
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The Alpine Railway Specialists
- TOP-QUALITY CONTINENTAL

RAILWAY VIDEOS FROM MITV

RAILWAYS OF THE JUNGFRAU REGION. Part 1

NEW! The first of a two-part programme riding along the
varied lines of the Jungfrau region. Part 1 covers the
BOB, SP and BLM routes from Interlaken Ost to
Grindelwald and Lauterbrunnen, with diversions to the
Alpine Garden at Schynige Platte and a winter ride to
Mirren where we take the cablecar to the top of the
Schilthorn mountain. Shot from helicopter, train and
trackside. Digitally mastered. English commentary, music
and stereo sound. R/T approx 50mins. £19.95 (+£1 p/p)

THE IRON WAY— GRANITE ALP SERIES

Broadcast-quality TV Productions with full Stereo Sound
®m Bernina Express (St. Moritz/Tirano)
m New Glacier Express Part 1 (Zermatt/Disentis)

m New Glacier Express Part 2 (Disentis/St. Moritz)

® GFM 1: The Gruyeére Line (Palézieux/Montbovaon)
®m The RhB Engadine Line (St. Moritz/Scuol-Tarasp)
m BLS Létschbergbahn (Brig/Thun)

m Gotthard North (Zlrich/Goschenen)

m Gotthard South (Chiasso/Airolo)

m Bodensee-Toggenburg (Rapperswil/Romanshorn)
®m Appenzell Railways (Gossau/Appenzell/St.Gallen)
® Emmental Railways 1 (Moutier/Thun)

® Emmental Railways 2 (Langenthal/Huttwil)
£19.95 each (+£1p/p)
®m SBB Brinig Line 1 (Interlaken/Meiringen)

®m SBB Brunig Line 2 (Meiringen/Luzern)

H Albula Line RhB (Chur/St Moritz)

®m Davos Line RhB (Landquart/Davos/Filisur)

B MOB (Montreux Oberland Bernois Railway)

m Arosa Line RhB (Chur/Arosa)

£18.95 each (+£1p/p)

Special Autumn Offer To SRS Members!

Any 2 MITV tapes for only £35 (+£2 p/p)
(Offer ends.31/ 12/ 1997)

NEW CAB RIDE FROM MITV

RhB Ge 4/4 11: Disentis/Chur
A ride with the driver of the Rhaetian
Railways Ge 4/4 Il locomotive along the
scenic Rhine valley. Stations named on
screen. No commentary. R/T 65’

£19.95 (+£1p/h)

RhB’s OFFICIAL TRAVEL GUIDES

Official guidebooks to two of Switzerland’s
most spectacular rail journies, the Bernina
Express and the Glacier Express.Soft covers.
Approx 40 pages. Colour photographs and
maps. English text.

£7.95 each (inc p/p UK. £1.50 overseas)

ENTHUSIAST’S SPECIALS FROM MITV

Brienz-Rothorn Railway Famous steam
rack railway with its extensive fleet. A close-
up look at the line in action on this impressive
mountain route. English commentary. Stereo
sound. R/T 51’ £19.95 (+£1p/p)

SBB Bellinzona Works Rare behind-the-
scenes look at the SBB’s Main Works on the
Gotthard Line. English commentary. Stereo
sound. R/T 50’ £19.95 (+£1p/p)

SBB Re 6/6 Chiasso/Airolo With the
driver hauling the EC Verdi service along the
southern ramp of the Gotthard line. No
commentary. Stations named on screen.

R/T 90’ £19.95 (+£1p/p)

Ae 8/14 Cab Ride: Zurich/Buchs Swiss
historic loco no. 11801 provides an exciting
cab ride to Buchs on the the Austrian border.
With English commentary. Stereo sound.

R/T 89’ £19.95 (+£1p/p)

WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF MITV’s LATEST FULL COLOUR CATALOGUE

W All MITV films are made with the approval and full
co-operation of the participating railways.

M All videos are supplied in VHS PAL format. Some
are available in NTSC format. Please enquire.

For superb broadcast-quality pictures MITV videos are

mastered either digitally or on Betacam SP

Order now!

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE
s 01703 473320

MITV Limited
(Dept SE) 15 Trent Way, West End, Southampton,
Hampshire SO30 3FW Fax: 01703 470485

OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £4 P/P




introduced on the Paris to Lyon services. These
have a smoother aerodynamic shape and carry
the grey/blue livery.

French Railways are endeavouring to promote
Lille as the Eurostar connection for onward
destinations following arrival from London. These
include Amsterdam, Lyon, Bordeaux, the French
Riviera, Cologne, Bern and Geneva. In fact over
100 million people live within a two hour rail
journey of the modern Lille Europe station. A
direct Lille/Switzerland TGV service is planned.

Work on the TGV Est European high speed line
between Paris and Alsace is to commence in early
1998. This will reduce the Paris/Strasbourg
journey time from 4 to 2 and a half hours. The
Paris to Frankfurt time will reduce to 3 hours forty
minutes. Other projects expected to be built
include the TGV Acquitaine, Lyon/Turin and
Rhone/Rhine.

For many years French Railways have been
rather blinkered with regard to the expansion of
their high speed network. They saw only more and
more TGV routes but the advantages of tilt trains
were not considered. This is now changing. The
enormous cost of new lines is not reaping the

50

A 4 .
Previous page: A pair of TGV's awaiting departure.
Above: The author getting a drivers eye view of the
controls and the track ahead.
Phots: Peter Marriott

return on capital they envisaged. A TGV unit is
now being converted to test tilting mechanisms.
Already three Italian Railways ETR 460
Pendolino units have been converted to operate
the Lyon - Torino - Milan services.

The Swiss/Franco which manages the nine
TGV units which operate the Paris/Lausanne/
Bern services are intending to revise both the
interior and exterior colours of these trains. The
current orange/white livery may be replaced by
blue and grey. From the end of September 1997
the Paris/Bern TGV services have been extended
to Zurich.

More information about French Railways TGV
times and prices can be obtained from The Rail
Shop. For personal callers the address is 179
Piccadilly London W1. Switzerland Tourism will
be able to provide information about those
services which conclude and commence within
Switzerland. Their address and contact numbers
can be found on the inside front cover.

Swiss Express Volume 5/4 December 1997



	High speed trains to Switzerland. Part 2, TGV

