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Modelling Swiss Railways by Peter Marriott

Making yet more Swiss station buildings!
In the June 1996 issue of Swiss Express the

idea of constructing just a station building to
remind ourselves of the last Swiss holiday was
discussed. Whilst we may wish to reproduce the
entire network of the RhB or MOB in our homes
realistic aspirations sometimes need to temper
our modelling ambitions!

Since writing the last article for Swiss Express
several months ago I've tried to put my words into
action and have subsequently built two new HO
model station buildings. In this issue we will
cover a freelance station based on a FidesPress
kit and in a future Swiss Express a kit built model
of a popular Brunig line station, Oberreid, will be
covered.

Whilst the majority of kits available are plastic
based I find it a welcome change to build one of
the Fides range of wooden kits which are
available from the Swiss Express advertiser
Great Little Trains of Kenilworth. The range
includes models forZ, O, HO and N gauges. The
FidesPress kits are entirely pre cut but the Fides

range parts need to be cut by the builder. The
prices (late 1996) are reasonable; £10.25 for an
N gauge kit of Blausee Mitzholz station or £11.00
for the HO model used as the basis of this
project. The kits include detail castings, signs,
glazing etc with diagrammatic instructions (which

it is worth studying in some detail before
commencing construction).

FidesPress and Fides kits are made in
Montreux. For HO gauge, station buildings are
available representing Surava, Celerina and
Saanenmoser. The ranges include the FO
locomotive shed at Disentis, various industrial
buildings and the post office and a typical chalet
from the Saanemoser area.

The basis for this model is FidesPress kit
1140 which is based on the post office at
Saanenmoser. To "convert" it to resemble a

station building station signs, timetables, posters
etc which were left over from other plastic kits
were added. The wood parts required painting
before assembly - in this case water colours and
acrylics but stain can also be used. Don't worry if
the parts bend a little after painting - they usually
return to their original shape! Once the glue has
set (I use woodworking PVA adhesive) the model
is quite strong and any flaws in the finish can be
touched up with paints or hidden with miniature
creepers! The hanging geraniums so common in

Switzerland are a dab of white PVA glue at the
bottom of the windows and on the balconies with
a mixture of added flowers (i.e. finely chopped up
foam) in different colours. The shutters and final
details were still to be added at the time the
photograph of the model was taken.
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