Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal
Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: 5(1997-1999)

Heft: 1

Artikel: "Braking; The sound barrier"

Autor: Harris, Mike

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854468

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854468
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Whilst on a trip to Switzerland this year | heard
the following report on Swiss Radio International
on the evening of June Sth 1996.

Apparently around 30,000 people every year
are disturbed by train noise, particularly the
sound of trains braking to a standstill. It appears
that research has shown that the old block
brakes roughen the steel wearing surfaces of the
wheels which then creates high noise levels on
the rails under braking.

Two answers to this problem are being investi-
gated; technological improvements and physical
sound barriers.

The SBB have been carrying out tests at Crecy
(?) running special trains over a section of track
at three minute intervals and some of these tests
have been run in front of invited VIP guests and
journalists who were brought in specially on the
1935 "Red Arrow" train.

Some test trains had the old system of cast
iron brake blocks, others disc brakes, drum
brakes, disc and drum braked mixed rolling stock
and a mix of disc, drum and block brakes. Need-
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Above: Noise will not be a problem with the latest
units being designed in Switzerland. One of the new
Martigny-Chatelard (MC) units being delivered from
Stadler of Vevey, seen here on route to Vernayaz,
between Aigle and Bex, 24/1/97.  Photo: Les Heath

less to say there was a marked difference in the
noise level when either disc or drum brakes were
used in isolation or together.

The men from SBB interviewed by SRI seemed
pleased with both the test results and the press
reaction to the new systems. Teio Weres and
Pierre Alain Urresch (apologies for the un-
doubted misspelling) looked forward to a decision
being made on the provision of finance for the
upgrades. Both the new braking systems and the
sound barriers are currently estimated to cost
around SF1.7 Billion and the Swiss people will
vote on the subject next year.
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