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The new BLS “MS Berner Oberland”

by Leslie Falkson

Some details of this new vessel were given in the
“Stop Press” to the last magazine. By courtesy
of the Chief Executive of the BLS Navigation
Services, Peter Ochsenbein, more information
together with diagrams can now be given.

The ship will be named “MS BERNER
OBERLAND” and is being built by Meidericher
Schiffswerft of Duisburg, Germany. It will be
transported in sections by road to Thun where it
will be erected. Although the delivery date is not
yet certain, the BLS hopes to make the first
passenger trip in 1995. Latest reports suggest
that it will not enter regular passenger service
until spring 1996.

It has been designed to fulfil the roles of regular
service vessel and private charter. In the latter
role, it can provide comfortable facilities for
conferences or bangueting for up to 500 people.
With its full capacity of 1000, with a great deal of
deck space, it will be ideal for year round
services particularly in the winter months.
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Only 4 crew members are required. The captain
has all power and navigation controls, including
the latest manoevering devices on the bridge
and to assist him in the long passage in reverse
from Interlaken West down the canal to Lake
Thun and from Schadau to Thun Hbf., television
cameras are fitted connected to bridge monitors.
Costing nearly SFrs. 10million.

The ship measures:-

Overall length 57 metres (187 feet)
Overall width 12 metres (39.4 feet)
Waterline to bridge 11 metres (36 feet)

Draft, fully laden 1.6 meters (5.3 feet)
Propulsion is by two 350kw motors giving a
service speed of 27kph (14.6 knots)

Steuerhausdeck

Oberdeck

Hauptdeck
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Two awards were received by the Society
from the “Mini Model Club Bucuresti” in
Rumania, one has been reproduced here the
other is similar.
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Above: Letchworth MRC brought along there splendid RhB based layout, there are lots of small
scenes, figures climbing , hikers and Swiss cows,
Below: On one side of the layout a cut out into a tunnel shows maintenance crews working.
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Above: The SRS sales stand with the organiser of the AGM, Tom Sheard, head down counting the

take?
Below: “Dransdorf’ belongs to our Secretary, it is fully automatic and allows time talk?
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