
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: 4 (1994-1996)

Heft: 3

Artikel: Recollections of the Fürigen Bahn

Autor: Bernheim, R.C.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-855008

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-855008
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


ri ai -» r » i »— r-t These 1933 photographs show the
Recollections of the Furigen Bahn Furigen Bahn S its original
by R.C.Bernheim condition.

With reference to the article on the Fürigen
Banh in Swiss Express for March and a letter in

the June issue, 1 stayed at the Hotel Fürigen
with my parents in August 1933, and can
remember the railway quite well.

At that time the bottom terminus of the line
was the Strandbad Fürigen, a small harbour
formed in the Harissenbucht by two short piers.
Here there were a hundred cabins, a hundred
paddle floats, a diving tower and a large
restaurant. Both Strandbad and the railway
were owned by and under the control of the
hotel proprietors.

Use of the railway was free to hotel guests,
and it was a source of great delight to a

nine-year-old boy! It was in continuous use all
day, and had its own rush-hour periods - after
breakfast for descent to the Strandbad and late
afternoon for return to the hotel for evening
dinner - when queues were commonplace!
There were two cars, each with a capacity of
about ten persons. A passing loop was situated

on a long brick viaduct halfway up the escarpment

and the journey time was a mere four or
five minutes.

Editorial Note
These notes explain the original purpose of

the Fürigen Bahn while the two contemporary
prints, kindly loaned by Mr.Bernheim, show a

completely different picture from the present
day scene.

While travelling on the MV Rigi from

Bürgenstock to Alpnachstad in June (it was far
too hot to be on a train!), I caught a brief
glimpse of a Fürigen Bahn car descending the
incline before it was lost in the trees, which in

the intervening sixty years, have grown more
than somewhat. There was no sign of the piers,
let alone the cabins or pédalos, nor were there
obvious traces of a large restaurant to be

picked out along the heavily wooded shoreline.
The hotel however is very obvious, with its

name proudly displayed in large letters on the
side of the wooded cliff.
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