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The best laid schemes...

by Cyril Freezer
The Story of Swissrail ‘80 Part 1

Aa many members will know, | have been organising a railtour of

Switzerland for the past ten years. One thing | have learned, there is a
special section of Murphy's Law that relates to railtours and states that
no matter how m.-ﬂc ously you plan, events will overtake you. In this
respect, Swissrail "90 lived up to expectation.
it's my practice to send air tickets and Swiss Pass in advance and
arrange a rendezvous in Heathrow departure lounge. The apreed meef ng
point wa posite fhe Duty Free Sho? wve arrived to discover that ‘
re-lrrano:t? everything. wever h a well trained party, all alxieen
vere there prompily, we boarded the plane in good time and took off on
schedule. Touchdown at Zurich was a shade earl luona%e cane thouoh
quickly and we began mownq_. nff to ihe Flugh a en sta lon Expecting
irouble. ’'d allowed over an o to catch our train and looked as
we'd have a long wait, was begin feel uneasgu ihis was agin
nature. At least it would give ne time f col eci na Kurs ch, as Murphy
had decreed that the 1990 edition wouldn get in time.
welcnne c oi coffee and some fifieen minutes laier | became
anxious, for onlg arty had materialised. | began scou IH roun A
discoveri ng n [ rocess st how many corners there are in Flughafen
fore | tted them. We'd hit our first serious snag, one suitcase had
failed to catch the flight. This is another good reason for not having a
close connection, the paperwork involved takes about twenty minutes to
process. The suvitcase arrived, as promised, the following day.
e were going to Chur. The obvious route is to take any service to the
Hauptbahnhof and then catch the direct train. However, my son and resident

timetable exper Nick had noticed @a rather_ interesting service
orinlnaf ng in P and going via StGallen and Rorschach which went
direct roa 1he Flughafen. Ii would be wrong to call it the “scenic route”

because the direct qlne anything, more spectacular but it made a
change. The train was con uriable and our tour timetable expert was able
to assure us that, at the worst ?mni we had only lost five minutes. By
Landquart we’'d recovered three o but were held just outside Chur,
probably to let the direct train get in first. We were met as arranged
our luggage was taken to the Ure/ Koenige and we booked in. The secon
sna en arose, two of the party were travelling by train and hadn't
arrgred anations ensued, were accepted and our rail based pair turned
up just in ime to change for dinner.
Later, several of us ended up at a small cafe by the Pleaaurqual, |f
was a fine warm evening, we sat outside and had 1us enéoye a goo cu?
e

coffee apiece and watched the evening railcar Arosa, w en
came round with a tray of drinks - free! arenﬂ“_' was the cook s
{irstf day and he wanted to take wine with the guests is was ho good to
EE

Saturday was the “free day®, when everyone does their own thing. | had
my half hearted supgestion of a trip tu Arosa veined. bui as Dorls had a
much better idea, a visit to Appenze % postbus over g;en urg
wasn't too disappointed. A further delve into the Kursbm:h shov that we
could get to Urnasch via Schwagalp by more buses.

Ve caunhi the 9.24 from r to Bern. So, for that matter, did most of
1he par y, mainly headmg for Schauffhausen and the Rhinefalls, We duly
arrived al Buchs, found the postbus without difficulty and got the two
front seats. The journey was all we asked of it, @ nice blend of town and
country with a very pleasant run through the paas ltself Then, as we ran
into Nesslau the rain began. This calle for qt decia%on, did we hang
about for best part of an hour in the wet he alternative route
by train? The train won, we headed out for Vaﬂwil changed there for
Herisau and then waited for the metre gauge service to Appenzell, due in a
little under ten minutes.
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The Appenzellerbahn shed a Herisau, 2.6.90. Dek/L No.50 with ex-RhB 63/4
raising steam.

Phote Lyril Freezer

By now it was raining steadily, | could see a plume of smoke rising in
front of the shed and went to invesﬂgafa. hktng wvhat shelter | c
from the adj acent buildings. As %e wvere ral steam,
beliewn? I on dy had a scant two nlnu'fes fore m rain arri 'd no
desire fo wander along the yard, hoping n get a closer shot parf'icu larly
as it looked as if the loco was m y masked by siored stock. | ended
my zoom to its maximum 85mm and shot. You can just see th erea a sfeau
loco there and the oiher stock is lniereohnn.

Needleas 'fo sa)‘ he train was late, but eventually we got to our
destination Be rain was as heavy ae ever. pgenze > on 2 brlv
day, is ut ‘e r lightful but in the wet it leaves muc e
headed for S .Ballen The train left A penzell on time and kep‘l ﬂne until
Teufen where we waited for the cross. And waited...

We eventually arrived at St.ballen over five down, but before heading
for the shops, went to check our train depariure. We then saw that the
direct train to Chur was about to leave, ve made a -1 second connection, a
helpful chap on the platform gof fhe uard to re-open the doors as we
clambered info a moving coac Oﬁ e in
Globus we discovered the 2 demliire boiﬂes of RhB 100 wine that had been
SFr5 last year were now only SFri.60. We bought three.

The following day we went to Scuo via. avos. Al Landquart we were
alongside a special, headed b r rok” 41, conaisi of the four
ex—Pullman saloons and a res ored rst class saloon in he cen re M
Davos the party split. This is Inevitabl niven the Swiss a‘_.
does create problems for the organiser. dn his occasion near y f he
group had decided to go direct to Scuol order to walk down 1o the
village. Of the ten remaining, half went oﬂ into town, the other half
hung about the station. We had good reason, there was that special which
was due to leave five minutes after us. ;

Just what happened to it in the interim | cannot say, for it
eventually turned up half an hour later. However Davos Platz on a f
day isn't a bad place to while away one's time and in due course we were
rewarded with the sight of the Krok heading round the curve into
station. There was a ?uud claﬂer of shutters, accompanied by a soft purr
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geséég’ *Baby Krok" No.k!! with ex MOB Pullman saloons a! Davos Plaiz
"2 Photo Cyril Freezer

from my trusty cine camera and shortly after that the Davos—Filisur
shuttle arrived, one of the new push—pull sets with a rebuilt EeL/L' at
the end. Our reserved coach was coupled on, all ten of us boarded it and
in due course we set off. At Filisur we had_ to change, they had provided
another first class saloon on the Chur-5t Moritz train. As you will
recall, the party had ahrunk to ten from the original 18. Into the
argal'n. for reasons best known to themselves, SNTD had booked us in as
iwen1¥ We had ample space in the coach.

A dan retribution descended in the shape of a burly RhB official
wvho wanted to know what had happened to the rest of us. It's at times like
his that one hits a languane barrier, but eventually we were able to
assure him that the others had gone on ahead to sample the delights of
Sc : whilst I'd not nay he was exactly satisfied, he was prepared to
leave it there. We were shunted onto the Engandine train with the

ﬂciency one has grown to expect at Samedan and with clear skies and a
fol owing wind, the run along the Inn valley was a posit ve

our coach was put onto the rear of the next iram and we co lecte

t rest of the party who had enjoyed their stroll. Unforiunately, we

t see our friend agasin at Sameden io show him we weren't spinning a
rarn. There, together with some additional coaches, we were attached to
he St.Moritz—Chur train. It ran without incident arriving on time.

y wvas something of a disaster; | knew this was going to happ

too late to re—arran:‘e schedules with the RhB. The basic reason was s e
(] while we no longer celebrate Whitsuntide the Swiss
do. We vere to take the Bernina Express on a public holiday and to make
matters worse, the bookings were garbled. We had chosen to travel via
SM‘Ior itz, and then along the Bernina line by a local train, which is, |
much nore fun. The RhB thought that as we were finishing at Tirano,
should ‘g: e direci and had reserved all the first class on the
irano sec of .00 Chur-St.Moritz, twelve seats for a party of 18
with a schoo parfy in the second class alongside. Fortunately, a first
class coachin the main train was empty and the staff at Chur were very

pful
meant 'lhere was no reservation on the local from St.Moritz. At
ihoi polni Sf.[ stopher came to our aid and arranged for the power car
to be one of the nodern unih. The party had shrunk to 13, and with padded
second class it was simple to put the main group in the first whilst the
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L or#refenps near la Presse, 4.6.90. The Chur bound Bernine Express has Just

side—swiped lwo cars parked loo close fo _the line.
Photo Cyril Freezer

Freezers went second. There we were Aoined by two Australians who were
stopping at our hotel, and two more Aussies who were also heading for
irano.

The weather was none too f|:mocl and at Bernina Hospice we got into the
clouds. | felt a little sorrn or the Australians, we had seen the views
before and will doubtless have another chance, but for them it was a
holiday in a lifetime. It was not untii we were on the last zig—zag down
to Poschiavo before it became fosmble to see any way ahead.

The return journey on the Bernina express was unfortunate. For a
start, due to the mix up I'd mentioned, we had to travel back in second
class _and the train was crowded. Then, at the north end of the Lago
oschiavo we ran info a couple of cars. 1

in no way was it the driver's fault, ?une the reverse for he rounded
a corner only to find that a couple of dolts had parked foul of 1
tracks. A crash application of the brakes stopped the train (iwo AB4/Ls
and seven coaches) with the cars halfway along the first coach. Needless
to say the permanent snowplough had done no good to either vehicle; at
1hai“ pDI{lf | realised that George Stephenson’'s comment regarding cows also
applies to cars. : .

took quite a while to sort this oul, the drivers names were taken,
with the wa.rnin‘? that 1he¥ would be heavily fined — this on top of having
the side ripped out of the car! Then it was necessary to bounce the
vehicles clear, since there was a possibilltx that one or more footsteps
could be shorn off as the train went past. And of course, the incident was
recorded by around a dozen photographers, and | learned a little later,
will form a highlipht of our Australian friend's video. One result was
hat we missed all the nicely timed connections and for once it was the
Bernina Express that had to wait at the loops. Even so, we made up time
and were only five minutes astray at Chur. We made it back to the hotel
with just time to freshen up and change before dinner. While we were
looking forward to the second part of the tour at Vevey, we were sad to be
leaving Chur and one of the friendliest hotels we have ever visited.
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