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By Train to Switzerland

by R.Pinner

' am slways surprised to read that Society members fly to Switzerland. Are

they only interested in Swiss freina?

For over forty years | ve nade all 'll_c‘new'nefys to Switzerland bx
train and, with a few exceptions, have unJ m of interest, bol
from a geographical as well an frm he rallway point of view.
favourite route has been for years vie Harvk:h-—Hook of Holland and alonp
the Rhine vall ey to Basel The slow change from the flat lowlands to the
first hills Bonnz‘ B{our ci_y t oug gorge, along the
Upper Rhine Valley with the k oree on one side on a8 clear day,

VYosges on the olher, lafer through the Jura, across the Swiss Plateau
md finally to ‘lhe ged all this is fascinating and so much more
ll}lere?ﬂ'np fh?n sandwic in a metal tube, to rush from one concrete
air 0 ano

pcwhere is always plenty of railway interest along the way Ehannmg
currencies (and engines) at Emmerich or Venlo, German IC or trains an
a great variety of engines, coaches and irains visible ihr
journey. Always something new, | remember some time in the 503. lhe
sudden eerie silence vhen. somevhere in Southern Germany, we travelled
slong the first | welded track an | righi to say that this was a
German invention?). was s0 surpr always understood that
rails expand and contract, that | asked t l'ne ouard h ave me a lechmcal
explanation; the music and melody nf rall travel avr‘\i? got use
it, | suddenly sat up urln? ?;y trip; IB vaa ferent a
complete sllente. not ra ually I realised wve were f{rave mg
along part of the Neubau recken near Mannheim and though we were
travelling at great speed it seemed after a few minutes that we were
crawling along. A totally new experience

Now | becone nostalgic. suddenly vanted 10 travel once again along

the way eara ag ! ts wen
In 1947 you c ros bul could only 1ake £S with you. 1948, the
lrsl journey, | cnuld ake £20 worth of Svlss Francs for two weeks — you
d pay the return fare in Sler lnq he cheapest hotel was, all
lncluslve. SFri}.00 a day at SFri7 £. The cheapesi route was
Dover—Dalend-Bruuels—Luxenbourg-Thlonwlle-SlrasbourP‘— asel, seem fo
remember it was £7 return, 3rd clasa. vooden seat s, hours fron Dsiend
behind 8 variety of steam engines. "f Ardennes, lhen ) onx
halt at Arlon while the Belgian frunﬂer officials examined documents
few minutes later Luxembourgian officials, dressed magnificently
colourful uniforns with hinh peaked caps with feathers (as if slramhf
rom the npera ic sta E2Xam nino passporis again. Bettembourg, more
Luxembour officials; cl.!hen the French officials examining our documentis
nl A long halt at Thionville, changing engines and crews at about
under a huge glass roof, the hissing of sleau and of people talkin

on the platform. We always wondered; why was f the population o
hionville on lhe station platform at this time of mq \'Ie used tn ?}e
out to stretch our leqa 1) 1here waa plent ine Dpposite,

other side of the pl31 orm stood the train from Basel to Dsiend Blank

dows. sone people rying to sleep, olhern, like oureelves coming out.
nb o sleep on the hard seats elgh people in the
conpar ment awn'. an e queve to get into one of th lmlels to have a
imitive wash. he last stop before Baaell An old dil apl alecl

actory with a huge eagle on its_roof by the station. This told us
a few minutes we would be in Switzerland. Then across no-mans-l ancl a
frontier stone at the side of the track and two long tunnels with choking
smoke coming in to the by now open windows. A plimpse of the Zoo and then

s 'ul

.00 in the morning, dirty, for the dust from the coal used by the
French came through closed windows and collected in little heaps on the
floor. & got into your hair, your clothes; horrible! Tired, we stumbled
cut through the frontier. And then the Quffel, spotlessly clean, white
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tabectoths, poIH’e. fr J wonderfut butter — not rationed
as at home - and jam; all for SFrZ.DD. A wiracle! And later, clean eleciric
trains: another world
Later, | took school perﬂes to the Alps every summer. We fravelled the
same way, by now the jourpey time had come down to ‘Ien hour ollecﬂve
assporta vere needed % with 12 copies, one each or en ering and eavnn
an Lac a

lgium, Luxembour France. | usually m:.eo
Two copies, on different pa er vere nee or wu. On arr v-l at
Basel we used to dump our e and go upstairs to the reserved toilets,

beautiful, clean bathrooms, iowelo and sosp, alt for Z0ch WC 10ct extra;
boya had never seen anything quite like it. We felt better afterwards
and breakfasi tasted better too

| had once, in 1958, fravelled that war in_daytime, one of the first
TEE trains, the Edelweiss, the joini Dutch/Swiss bui\f RAm TEE diesel
train, but it is only a dim memory no

Preparing for the journey, | booked hotel rooms in Dover and Brussels
and a seat — compulsory according to the timetable — in the EC “iris®. An
awfui dirty, rattle box from_ London to Dover was folloved the next day by
a sirange ferry crossing. Starting from the Eastern Docks, we spent the
first hour sailing to the Western Docks to pk: up rail passengers! Fron
Ostend, it was a Belgian Intercity train’, internation
Cologne and | was very impressed he emfh running, the general
cleanllneae and pol e tro le service

day, arrivin g Brussels Midi station, | found the °“lris”
on ihe platform, but ad an innediaie disappointment. At the front were hvo
of the new SHB coaches in orange hternaﬂonl livery, then a
restaurant car followed by two old SBB coaches. From 'p?er labels in he
vindows | assumed thai these coaches had been substituted for the regular
ones the day before in Basel. Hy seal was, of course, in one nf ihe older
coaches. However, finding few seats had uatty been reserve
to one of 1he new air—conditione coac es and travelled ‘n splen
isolation, a con'p lete comparinent to na all the way to Basel.

Whalt a difference from the al ﬂ beautiful fast, smooth run, only
the old Restaurant car shmgld have been replaced, loud, hot and swaying
vildly, not air conditioned, it was unworthy nf an EC train, though the
crew vere l ite and efficient and the cook

q ing up 1he Ardennes, no frnnher officials anywhere. At
Thionville the glass roof m)ene and e stop was just two minutes.
StLouvis no old factory and no—nane- and was built over with uply
factories. Just six hours from Brussels to Basel, seven and a half from
Ostend, no tiredness, neither dirty nor dishevelled, only ennoyed at having
to queue to get thro the frnni er control.

yet, in the 1 8 you real Kgfeli you had travelled, you were proud
of the achievement. To be fair, return journey was awful; after ten
minutes in the train at Basel, before we had even started, we would
dirtier than we had been during two weeks in Switzerland. Alter ten hours
on wooden seais to Ostend and a crowded ferry to Dover foll wed by a
fran that got to Londun in time for the ru in one of the
sc ool parties was right when, fiq’hﬂnn our way into fhe_ pround to get
to Euston he said, Thle is worse than cli 0 feet!

Brussels

Luxembourg

@ Thionville

The Rail Route to Basel

Dofer Strasbourg
London

Swiss Express Vol2 No.11 September 1980 13



	By train to Switzerland

