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Frant view of RhB snowplough at Poschiava, July 15th 1989

Pholo Steve Horobin

Celebration in the Puschiay

by Steve Horobin

RhB Centenary

As all members will know 1989 saw the Centenary Celebrations of the RhB. |

vas fortunate enough to be allowed two weeks leave in which to take part
and was able to cover the weekend of 14th/15th July when the Puscglav
val ed; was hosi 'ro the festivities.

n leavin o Bergun, my baae for @ week, on the 821 StHorltz bound
train on Saturday Ju he weaiher was %Sony and b he time we_ had
reached Preda there vas ov cloud and rain on emerging from the 5 km
Albula tunnel into the Bever valley there was brilliant sunshine and clear
blue skies with the distant brilliance of the snow—capped mountains of the
Bernina range.

Samedan | changed for Pontresina where crowds of people were lining
ihe platforms for the journey over the Bernina pass to Poschiavo where the

event was being staged. After everyone had crammed onto the
Treibwagen it was standing room only and the spectacular views of the
clhb up the Bernina pass were very restricted.

By now | was getting frustrated and hot so | decided to break my
Lourney at Alp Grum and take in the spectacle of the Palu glacier and
ooc av valley below with the sapphire-like Lake Poschlavo before me.

Whilst waiting for the next train, a special full of RhB dlanliarles
went express—like through Alp Grum, ahead of the Bernina Express bound
f?r dTirano. wih“ihil boarde Once again space was limited and | had to
stan oile
rrzr ing at Poschiavo one was immediately aware that something very
spet:lal was happening since all tracks and sidings were occupied
examples of the locomﬁves and rollmg stock used on this line. In
addition the snow clearing J)para us was displayed, the jewel in the
collection being the 70 year old steam powered rotary snow plough.
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RhB Bernina line Ge2/2 No 161 "Asnin® al Poschiavo, July 15 1989
hoto Steve Horobin

On the station furecnuri a silver band vas playin& for the pleasure of
the dignitaries whu after making their speeches on the importance of this
line fo one of the more remofe parts of Switzerland, went to the
Maintenance sheds where a banquet was laid out for them. It is worth
rlizc?frdlng that another banquet was held later in the day for retired RhB
sta

The Maintenance sheds were open for public inspection, one was amazed
by the general air of cleanliness and good order in what was clearly a

ell used workshop. On the opposite side of the sheds were the display
Eub u:nfy carriages 1ha’r went round to every event during the Centenary
elebrat mns.

The I% Igh‘l of my day was a ride in one of the Aussichtwagens behind
Ge2/2 mn to Tlrano. We headed out of Poschiavo wiih the silver
band on oar » playin evergf time we came to a halt or passed ga
road sections o Ke qlne. cores of cars, full of Eisenbahn fans, ae
us down to the next vantage point. At the Brusio spiral, the screaming of
the flanges was both deafening _and exhilarating. When we_finally reached
irano, every passenger was smili Both Tirano RhB and FS stations were
bedecked in flowers and buntin special Pendolino excursion to Sondrio
had been organised and it returned to connect with our trip back to
Poschiavo. After an hour to experience a little Italian atmosphere - and
nearly getting run over by an Italian motorist in the process — | boarded

Aussichtwagen yet again. This time “Asnin® needed the assistance of an
ABel/L_ Triebwapen to cope with the 1 in 18 climb back up the Brusio
defile. The return journey was equally excihn?..

n returning fo Poschiavo | discovered that g ople had alreadr started
to drift away and affer a furiher hour spen uying souvenirs, | boarded
the 16.26 for Sft. Morlfz. 8 armmf e now far less cruwded carriage with a
group of rmlva“ enthusiasts for St.ballen enjoying the Rhaetische Bahn
wine that ad bought from the Festival Market on the approach to
oschiavo sl‘ahon.

Returning to Bergun | was able to reflect on my most enjoyable railway
experience, aninec? as only the Swiss know how. Here’'s to the next
hundred yearelp
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RhB in Devon. 1/6th size (7 1/4" gauge) model of Ged/4/1l No 6815 built by
Pfeifferbahn for Alan Kichenside's gom Blossom Railway, nr Newton Abbott.
3x1HP 12V motors, electromic control, rheostatic and air brakes plus 500kg
of batteries in the baggage car! Photo Don Fifer

GCalllery

Bodensee-Toggenburg Bed4/4 No.11, station FPilot ;t Herisau. 12.6.88
hoto Peter Over
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