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168 Pentonville Rond islington London N1SJL
Telephone 01-278 1019

COME AND VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL NEW SHOP!

NEW LOOK SAME ADDRESS SAME SUPER STOCK SAME EXTRA LOW PRICES!

The Specialists in European models and books for all your Swiss modelling requirements.

We stock the following makes suitable for the Swiss modeller:

Bemo, Brawa, Brekina, DJH, Electrotren (all non Spanish items), Faller, Fleischmann,
Fulgurex, Hag, Hartel (street track), Heljan, Herpa, Hobbytrain/Kato, Ibertren (all non
Spanish items), Jouef, Kadee, Kibri, Lemaco, Lilliput, Lima, Marklin, Marks (N gauge
painted metal cars), Metropolitan, Minitrix, MKD, Panier, Pola, Praline, Preiser, Rietze
(cars), Ribu, Riverossi, Roco, Roskopf (cars), Roxy, Sommerfeldt, Speith, Train Roueseau,
Trix, Vollmer, Wiking, Woodland Scenics.

Looking for ideas and inspiration? The following magazines keep you informed on how
to model the Swiss scene as well as keeping you abreast of the latest developments on the

prototype:
Die Modell Eisenbahn, Eisenbahn Amateur, Schweizer Eisenbahn Review, Voies Ferrees,
Continental Modeller and Euromodel Rail Review.

Plus many books from:
Albe/Franch, Orell Fussli, Schweers and Wall, Theo Stolz and Verlag Eisenbahn.

Please add 75p per order 1o cover postage and packing. We are open Monday to Saturday from 10.00am till 5.30pm,
Special discount for Swiss Society members. Telephone for details.
Phone orders for payment by Visa, Access or Amex can be accepted. Nearest underground station Kings Cross.

RAIN STORM DAMAGE - SUMMER 1987 B. Harper

During July the heavy rains brought destruction to the Bernina
line above Poschiavo, I travelled over the line from St. Moritz as far
as Brusio on Friday 21st August. About two miles before Foschiavo the
line traverses an open hillside. A section of the line had been destroyed
by 2 mud and rock slide some 300 yards wide carrying away traction masts
and track, This had been rebuilt and a speed restriction was in force.

On alighting at Poschiavo and walking to the town centre one could
get some idea of the catastophe to the place. The rocks and boulders that
had come down the hillside had turned at the valley bottom and followed
the river raising the river bed level by some 6 - 8 feet. At the entrance
to the town the road bridge over the river had been clogged up with rocks
and debris and the inundation had diverted itself through the shopping
street. All the shops had their windows broken by the rubble piling up
some 6 feet high in places, Some buildings required timber supports,
having been partly undermined. This was all tidied up by the time of my
visit but the buildings all needed drying out. Work was also continuing
on excavating the river bed.

Travelling on by train down to Brusio at several places mud, rather
than rocks, half buried the permanent way,




1 understand that a few days after my visit, having more or less
continuous rain on 24th = 26th August, that the town suffered a repeat

inundation.

On Sunday 23rd I was to travel by Glacier kxpress from St, Moritz
to Disentis, However, at Tavanasa all the passengers were transferred to
Post coaches as the line was under water and mud a mile or so further on.
The damage was clearly seen from the road with track all twisted and the
ballast washed away. The Post coaches deposited the passengers at
Disentis station for onward travel by connecting FO service, I was

staying in Disentis,

The following day, Monday 24th, with still more continuous heavy
rain, I journied back to Ilanz. RhB trains were still running a local
service as far as Trun. Two locos,nos 609 and 614, being trapped on the
section Trun - Disentis, At Ilanz in the afternoon train no. 754 Glacier
Express arrived on time, having started for St. Moritz at Tavanasa, It
was well loaded, and a coach party of Germans boarded it., This train
crosses with local train from Chur no. 765 at 3.26 pm. This never
arrived, We were informed that the line between Ilanz and Reichenau was
washed away by the Vorderrhein, However, within about thirty minutes 12
Post buses were organised and passengers transferred., An incredible feat
of organisation in so short a time.

25th August = still more rain ! Today I was told there woculd be

no trains either way from Disentis., I had planned t¢ travel FO 10.03 to
Brig, then use the ELS to Interlaken, and change for Grindelwald. I

enquired if there was a replacing Post bus to Brig or even Andermatt,
so I could change on to the Schollenenbahn to the Gotthard. However the
road over the Oberalp pass was also impassable., The only way was by Post

bus to Reichenau, then train to Chur, then SBB on to Interlaken. It was
not as I had planned but it turned out to be an interesting and

comfortable journey, the train travelling via Rorschach, St. Gallen,
Wil, Winterthur, Zurich, Olten and Bern., It would have been quicker to
change at Sargans and Zurich, but having got wet, and with wet luggage
we at least were warm and in the dry.

Had we been able to reach Andermatt it would not have been possible

to use the Gotthard line, although at the time I did not know it, as the
River Reuss had washed away embankments near Gurtnellen, Further north at
Fluelen the river had burst its banks and flooded the land. In a Swiss
magazine issued later in the week it showed rolling stock with flood
water up to the buffers,
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