
Zeitschrift: Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Herausgeber: Swiss Railways Society

Band: 1 (1986-1987)

Heft: 11

Rubrik: Notes and news

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Finally, it was the unanimous wish of the Committee that we should

place on record our indebtedness to Alan Ramage for the concept, design

and development of the 'Swiss Express' into a publication well respected
here and abroad, notably in Switzerland, where it is highly regarded by

official organisations. Through his work, Alan has enhanced the image of
the Society, and we remain in his debt. A suitable letter has been sent

to him by the Chairman.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

A RENEWAL FORM IS ENCLOSED.

Following a decision earlier this year, the fee for UK members

is £8 per annum, and for those overseas £11. These are the minimum sums

which enable us to break even unless membership increases. But because

existing members have not received the service to which they are entitled
this year the SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR EXISTING MEMBERS WILL BE REDUCED TO £6

IN THE UK AND £9 ABROAD provided renewal is BEFORE THE END OF JANUARY 1Ç88.

SECRETARYS NOTES

First of all, another apology. There will be no Annual Dinner this
year. As well as editing the magazine, Alan Ramage also organised this
event, and the same problems which have caused the non-appearance of
•Swiss Express' have also meant that Alan has been unable to devote the

necessary time and effort to arranging it.

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 12th March,

1988 at the University of Bristol. A dinner is being arranged for the

Saturday evening, and full details will be included in the next newsletter
at the turn of the year.

Please can I repeat the Chairmans appeal for articles for the
magazine/newsletter. These should, for the tine being, be sent to me.

Members who have sent articles to Alan Ramage which have not yet been

published are asked to send copies to me, as we do not yet have the

material which Alan has accumulated.

NOTES AND NEWS

This spot is taken up almost entirely by an eye-witness account of
the storms which beset Switzerland and adjacent countries this summer, and

what happened in the immediate aftermath.
Our menber, Richard Pinner, was there, as was John Jesson. Richards

story which follows conveys vividly the sense of immediacy and urgency at
the time, and places on record so much which certainly did not reach other



parts of the world. Without doubt it is a major economic disaster for the

country but, as usual, the problems seem to have been tackled with the

usual Swiss speed and efficiency.
Richard writesi
Tuesday, 25th August. Together with a friend I had come to

Heiligenachwendi - a small village above the Lake of Thun. For two days we

had suffered several heavy rainfalls ; now the weather gradually improved.
We went for gentle walks in the forests, unaware of the disaster befalling
Central Switzerland, the Rhone Valley and the extreme South-East.

That night, on the news, we heard that the Gotthard Railway had been

closed, that floods had occurred in and around Brig, near to Disentis andin

the Val Poschiavo, interrupting all rail traffic. Long distance trains to

Italy were diverted via the US line, travellers to the Ticino were told to
travel to Chur from where special buses would run across the San Bernadino

to Bellinzona.

The next day I travelled to Lenk to visit a friend. Waiting at
Thun and, later, at Spiez, I witnessed several trains, labelled Basel -
Gotthard - Chiasso - Milano, coming through, mainly pulled by SBB locos.

But it was that evening that the full horror became clear. I was

called to the T.V. lounge by the hotel owner to watch special reports from
the affected areas. Fluelen was several feet under wateri the plain along
the Reuss had become one large lake with isolated farms standing on little
hills, approachable only by boat. Some signal masts were sticking out of
the water outside Fluelen station; the railway line could not be seen. At

the hotel opposite the station, where I had eaten several times, the water
was up to the first floor. Hundreds of cattle, pigs and horses had drowned,

the floods had come so quickly that there was no chance to save them. The

only way to get to Fluelen was by boat or helicopter. But no human lives
were lost.

Higher up in the Reuss valley the damage was still worse. Near

Gurtnellen 200m of the railway line had simply disappeared. In one place
some rails were sticking out of the mud; further along, the mountain

slope simply finished in the Reuss, as if there had never been a railway.
In the village it looked as if an air raid had just taken place. House walls
had collapsed into the river, a large chalet had tilted over at a crazy
angle with one wall in the foaming Reuss. Still higher up, near Wassen,

both roads had been cut; the ordinary 'Cantonal Road' (the old main road),
had disappeared in the floods while a new motorway viaduct, built on

stilts where 'The Reuss could never get to' was badly damaged; the Reuss

had got there, had undercut the pylons on one side so that the concrete of



the southbound, carriageway had cracked and the road itself had a pronounced

dip in it. (Engineers later estimated that they might have to dismantle
the whole viaduct and build a new one and even if they could repair the

existing one, it might take two years to do so.)

At Brig the bridge of the F.O. across the Shone was under water, not
above it| at Münster, higher up in the Rhone valley, part of the village
had been destroyed, the area being covered in rubble and mud. The railway
line had disappeared.

Poschiavo had suffered its second flooding within a few weeks; it
was now cut off from both sides. The plain below the town was brown, a

huge sea of mud. In the Valtellina a lake above Bormio, formed by rock
slides in July, was blocked by boulders and tree trunks; it now threatened
to overflow and destroy villages down as far as below Tirano. 25,000

people were evacuated.

In the Rhone valley, too, near Disentis, flooding had destroyed the

railway track. The Schöllenen line was closed as well.

Two days later we travelled to Zermatt. The weather was glorious and

all seemed normal. Only the number of trains we saw between Thun and Brig

was unusual and the fact that our train was pulled by a large SBB locomotive.

Brig seemed to be normal, though the F.O. bridge was obviously not usable,

it was above the water, but logs were jammed against it in large numbers.

It was marvellous to see (on T.V. and in the papers) how the repair
work was tackled. The biggest problem was of course the closure of the

Gotthard route. While trains could, after a few days, reach Fluelen, and

also get to Göschenen from the South, there was neither railway nor road

in between. Finally the north-bound lanes of the motorway viaduct near

Wassen were opened to traffic (to all traffic« long-distance and local in
both directions) and buses were laid on between Fluelen and Göschenen. But

heavy lorries were not allowed and these had to travel via Chur and the

San Bernadino. This, in turn, brought strong protests from the population

of Thusis; the never-ending stream of traffic coming through day and

night made life impossible there.

After ten days in Zermatt I travelled to Kandersteg; here I could

observe the results of the floods. An endless succession of freight trains,
some pulled by BLS, others by SBB locomotives, came through; also some

long distance passenger trains rerouted from the Gotthard.

The SBB did a magnificent job near Gurtnellen. Where there was just
nothing but a steep mountain side, covered in boulders, a new temporary



bridge was built. Within two weeks single line working started and three
weeks after the disaster the full service was resumed.

I watched several T.V. programmes devoted to these events, the most

interesting one in the middle of September. For three hours teams of
engineers, representatives from the SBB, RhB and PO and from the cantons,

sitting in Bern,Luzern, Disentis and Poschiavo were interviewed and

questioned. Could the damage have been prevented Was anyone to blame

After all, rain storms had occurred before and were not that unusual in
the Alps. Was the building on the plains around Fluelen responsible, the
concreting over of large areas Did the motorway embankments near

Fluelen help to dam up the Reuss and cause even bigger floods Were

the dams too old How far did the dying forests above the Reuss valley
contribute to the floods How could disasters like thiB be prevented in
the future Who would do the repair work, who would pay for it all
What compensation would people affected get: farmers, craftsmen and merchants

whose entire business had been ruined

By the time I left Switzerland, a month after the floods, the F.O.

was Just resuming traffic above Brig in a limited way, though the

Schflllenen was still closed.

The Bernina line was open again (to Campocologno), though pictures
showed trains crossing huge, boulder and mud covered plains below Poschiavo.

It would take many yeaxs for life to return to normal.

JUST THE BEST!
166 Pentonvllle Road Islington London N1 SJi.

Telephon« 01 278 1019

COME AND VISIT OUR BEA UT/FUL NEW SHOP!
NEW LOOK SAME ADDRESS SAME SUPER STOCK SAME EXTRA LOW PRICES'

The Specialists in kuropean models and books for all your Swiss modelling requirements.

We stock the following makes suitable for the Swiss modeller:

Bemo, Brawa, Brekina, DJH, Electrotren (all non Spanish items). Faller, Fleischmann,
Fulgurex, Hag, Härtel (street track), Heljan, Herpa, Hobbytrain/Kato, Ibertren (all non
Spanish items), Jouef, Kadee, Kibri, Lemaco, Lilliput, Lima, Marklin, Marks (N gauge
painted metal cars). Metropolitan, Minitrix, MKD, Panier, Pola, Praline, Preiser, Rietze
(cars), Ribu, Riverossi, Roco, Roskopf (cars), Roxy, Sommerfeldt, Speith, Train Roueseau,
Trix, Vollmer, Wiking, Woodland Scenics.

Looking for ideas and inspiration? The following magazines keep you informed on how
to model the Swiss scene as well as keeping you abreast of the latest developments on the
prototype:

Die Modell Eisenbahn, Eisenbahn Amateur, Schweizer Eisenbahn Review, Voies Ferrees,
Continental Modeller and Euromodel Rail Review.

Plus many books from:
Albe/Franch, Orell Fussli, Schweers and Wall, Theo Stolz and Verlag Eisenbahn.

Please add 75p per order to cover postage and packing. We are open Monday to Saturday from 10.00am till 5.30pm.
Special discount for Swiss Society members. Telephone for details.

Phone orders for payment by Visa, Access or Amex can be accepted. Nearest underground station Kings Cross.
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