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Hans Gruber: Engiadin ola, il Piz da la Margna )

For the second time Switzerland will be the scene of a most
unusual event. The Swiss National Tourist Office is actively
endeavouring to make this year’s festival an even bigger
affair than last year’s; there will be young musicians attend-
ing from nine countries. Some of the youth orchestras com-
peting in St.Moritz are first touring Switzerland and giving
concerts to eager audiences in other resorts and cities out-
side the Engadine. Others, again, will, during their stay in
St.Moritz, make musical excursions to different parts of the
country. In this way all of Switzerland will become the scene
of this youth festival, and this is precisely the aim of our en-
deavours. Out of our original idea of a “Youth Year” there
has grown the more ambitious and also much more meaning-
ful aim of winning over young people from all parts of the
world to our cause, not only for the limited period of a
single year but for an indefinite time. What we want and
will continue to strive for is the promotion of tourist travel
by young people and of friendly relations among the youth
of as many lands as possible by way of close personal con-
tacts. And is there a finer way for two countries to become
better acquainted with each other than by travel? At the
end of the journey, however—and here again this Inter-
national Festival of Youth Orchestras is setting the pace—
the key word ought not to be simply ¢“Dolce far niente”,
but “Dolce far qualche cosa, dolce far musica”. Our most
cordial wishes for success accompany our young musicians
and their great teachers in Switzerland and on their return
journey to their native countries. This exemplary get-
together with the youth of the world will do our old tourist
land a world of good. Its answer to youth is: <“We are young
and are remaining young”’.

DR WERNER KAMPFEN
DIRECTOR Swiss NATIONAL ToURIST OFFICE
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