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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE LONDON
GROUP OF THE N.S.H.

Dorchester Hotel, January 20th, 1945.

The President's Annual Report.

M. le Ministre, Ladies and Gentlemen,
In presenting to you tlie 30th Annual Presidential

Address on the standing and the activity of the London
Group of the N.S.H. during the year 1944, I consider
it most useful to compare, not 1944 with 1943, but
rather the totality of the war years with those of the
first world war 1914/1918. This, 1 think, will give us
a clearer insight into the changes which have taken
place in the Group during the two periods mentioned
and the reasons for any action or abstention from
action during the present, war period.

Then, that is during the last world war, the
London Group did not come into existence until May,
1916, and the ground was so well prepared, both from
Switzerland and here, that the initial membership
figure was actually very considerable after the first
year. A standing Secretariat was opened in 1917 under
the direction of our old friend, the very able and far-
sighted Dr. Arnold Latt, whose efficiency and keen
sense of organisation encouraged the rapid growth of
the Group, so that it actually reached a membership
of close upon 600 by the end of the fifth year. On
Dr. Latt's return to Switzerland in 1921 a number of
full or part time secretaries remained in charge until
1922, but none of them possessed the vivid personality
of their predecessor.

The late Mr. Jean Baer of the Nestlé Company
was the first, very genial, President of the Group, and
he had behind him a powerful committee and council ;

there was a propaganda commission under Meyer-
Matthes and Bretscher which did exceedingly good
work, and a finance committee, in which Wuthrich was
the most active and successful member in bringing
together something like ^2,000 per annum for the
ever-growing secretariat.

It must be remembered that during those initial
years we enjoyed the full support of the S.S.E. in
Berne ; thanks to the unrestricted communications
with Switzerland, Berne was able to send us a galaxy
of Swiss talent of the first order:—lecturers,
musicians, poets, painters, politicians, travellers and
others. The activity of the Group during those years
was so comprehensive and its services to the colony
so manifold that some of the biggest halls in London
had to be hired to accommodate the monthly and
extraordinary meetings of the members.

On the return of the late President to Switzerland
in 1928 — unfortunately to die there — 1 was honoured
with the office as second President, after having taken
care of the treasury for eight years. It was then
already abundantly apparent that, with the loss of the
standing secretariat and the greater dispersion of the
colony, membership would dwindle perhaps as rapidly
as it had grown. I have always held the opinion and
often expressed it then that members who believed that
the raison d'être of the Group had disappeared with
the advent of peace and even forgot to pay their sub-
scriptions, were a quite unnecessary liability on our
balance sheet and should be liquidated. It became
clear that we would have to confine our activity to the
actual needs of the colony and it was our duty to find
out what these were. But I felt constantly that, if a
mere dozen of staunch and patriotic members would
remain as a nucleus of the Group, the time would come
again when our work was wanted and would be of
renewed value to the colony.

Now, that is during the present war, we started
with a membership of about 150 and have grown again
to the total of 236 to-day. The conditions in this war,
however, have worked out totally different from the last
From the moment that France fell, there was no
further communication with Berne possible, far less
could we hope for their support in lecturers and other
Swiss visitors of mark. We were thrown back upon
ourselves entirely and had to reshape our activity from
the bottom. The council then came to the conclusion
that it would be wisest to confine ourselves to one
direction, viz., the search for and provision of the
fullest possible and most authentic information on the
position and welfare of our homeland, our adopted
country, Europe and the world at large. For this
purpose we approached our friend Gottfried Keller,
whose position as Foreign correspondent to a number
of the best Swiss daily payiers, we believed would
enable him to impart this information to us. You all
know the happy result :—that he has now for some
years past been our own private Minister of Informa-
tion, constantly enriching our fund of knowledge,
sharpening our minds and satisfying our aesthetic sense
with Ids beautiful rhetoric. We are immensely in-
debted to him for his rich and vivid commentaries on
the progress of the war, the actual position in the
various countries, the general trend of thought and
action in the world. You will agree with me when I
say, with justice and gratitude, that it is our friend
Keller who has been able to infuse a fresh interest, and
a deep intellectual satisfaction into the proceedings
of our Group. One notable factor I have to mention
is that the proportion of lady members to men con-
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