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Goodbye... after Su>iss
Observer

77J/S is the /asf issue o/ the Swiss
Observer. Regrettab/y, economic
pressures mean that the paper that
has served the Swiss community in
the United Kingdom /or the last 65
years must now cease publication.

/t a/most died /our and a ha//years
ago. But it was saved by the
intervention o/ Europress, who
o//ered to meet the costs o/keeping it
going.

Since then those costs have risen
considerably. Advertising has been
dropping as the recession /orced
those Swiss companies who had
helped the Swiss Obseruer in the past
to withdraw their support. And at the
same time the number o/ subscribers
has been /ailing. As Co/in Farmer
shows in his/inal article on Page US,

the whittling down o/ the Swiss
community has been greater in Britain
than in any other part o/ the world.

Europress had to spend more and
more to keep the Swiss Observer
alive. But it became increasingly
apparent that a pro/essiona/ly-

65 years
produced paper /or just 1, 790 readers
was a luxury that could no longer be
a/forded.

Even the hard-won agreement with
Berne to incorporate the govern-
ment-subsidised Swiss Review within
the pages o/the Swiss Obseruer was a
case o/too little, too late, /t would have
had an insigni/icant e//ect on the
growing losses.

The/irst issue o/the Swiss Observer
under the stewardship o/ Europress,
in June 1980, was devoted to a
detailed report o/ Queen Elizabeth s

royal tour o/Switzerland. Coincident-
ally in this, our /ast issue, we report
that Switzerland now has its own
"Queen Elisabeth" - the /'rst-ever
woman cabinet minister.

/n the 54 issues that lie between
these two events we have endeav-
oured as best we could with our
limited resources to report and re/lect
on matters o/ common interest to

both Britain and Switzerland, and
aboue all to keep alive the sense o/
community o/ the Swiss in Britain.

We thank our subscribers and
advertisers /or their support over the
last /our and a ha// years. And
a/though the Swiss Observer is now
no more, we hope some other way
can still be /ound to help members o/
the Swiss community maintain their
links with the home/and.

Derek Meakin
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