Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1984)
Heft: 1819
Artikel: Goodbye...after 65 years
Autor: Meakin, Derek
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690168

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690168
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

—Goodbye... after

THIS is the last issue of the Swiss
Observer. Regrettably, economic
pressures mean that the paper that
has served the Swiss community in
the United Kingdom for the last 65
years must now cease publication.

[t almost died four and a half years
ago. But it was saved by the
intervention of Europress, who
offered to meet the costs of keeping it
going.

Since then those costs have risen
considerably. Aduvertising has been
dropping as the recession forced
those Swiss companies who had
helped the Swiss Observer in the past
to withdraw their support. And at the
same time the number of subscribers
has been falling. As Colin Farmer
shows in his final article on Page 18,
the whittling down of the Swiss
community has been greaterin Britain
than in any other part of the world.

Europress had to spend more and
more to keep the Swiss Observer
alive. But it became increasingly
apparent that a professionally-

65 years

produced paper for just 1,790 readers
was a luxury that could no longer be
afforded.

Even the hard-won agreement with
Berne to incorporate the govern-
ment-subsidised Swiss Review within
the pages of the Swiss Observer was a
case oftoo little, too late. It would have
had an insignificant effect on the
growing losses.

The first issue of the Swiss Observer
under the stewardship of Europress,
in June 1980, was devoted to a
detailed report of Queen Elizabeth’s
roval tour of Switzerland. Coincident-
ally in this, our last issue, we report
that Switzerland now has its own
“Queen Elisabeth” — the first-ever
woman cabinet minister.

In the 54 issues that lie between
these two events we have endeav-
oured as best we could with our
limited resources to report and reflect
on matters of common interest to

both Britain and Switzerland, and
above all to keep alive the sense of
community of the Swiss in Britain.

We thank our subscribers and
aduvertisers for their support over the
last four and a half years. And
although the Swiss Observer is now
no more, we hope some other way
can still be found to help members of
the Swiss community maintain their
links with the homeland.

Derek Meakin
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