
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1983)

Heft: 1801

Artikel: "The little parliament" meets in Berne

Autor: Meier, Mariann

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686557

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 15.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686557
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


Swiss Life ölI%aa$äl

The Swiss Life
Insurance and Pension
Company
offers through its
United Kingdom Branch:

For /ot/Zwc/oa/s
ALL CLASSES OF
INDIVIDUAL LIFE ASSURANCE
AND ANNUITIES

For Co/Yec/ Af/ogc/o/?? Cooipan/'es
GROUP PENSION,
LIFE ASSURANCE
AND GROUP PERMANENT
HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEMES

For /Wo/O'naf/ona/ Cooipan/'es
THE MASTER COVER CONTRACT
Savings in costs by means of
multinational pooling.

ForfAer c/efa/'/s may Ae obfa/nec/ from
5w/'ss i/'fe's ofr/'ces at/
9-12 Cheapside London EC2V 6AL
Telephone: 01-236 3841

Schweizerische
Lebensversicherungsund
Rentenanstalt

A Mutual Company Incorporated in
Switzerland in 1 857.

ASSETS EXCEED £5,000 MILLION
ANNUAL INCOME EXCEEDS
£1,000 MILLION

Swiss Life

THE spring meeting of the
Commission of Swiss Abroad met
at the "Federal Palace" in Berne
on March 5. Mr Philippe Garraux,
member of the Executive Com-
mittee, was in the chair, both the
President and the Vice-President
being ill.

He welcomed the 60
delegates, deputy delegates and
members from inside
Switzerland, especially the Hon.
President, Monsieur Louis
Guisan, the President of the
Nouvelle Société Helvétique, Mr
René Retomaz, and the President
of the Solidarity Fund, Mr Alfred
Matter.

From the UK, the two mem-
bers for GB North, Mr Bernard
Simon and his deputy Dr Ursula
Ditchburn, and Mrs Mariann
Meier for GB South, attended the
meeting.

The draft of the annual report
was discussed and accepted. In its

introduction, the question was
asked how the Swiss com-
munities abroad could count on
survival when fewer Swiss than
ever managed to get permits to
work abroad, although the in-
terest in emigration had in-
creased due to the more difficult
economic climate.

Ironically, those who stand the
best chance of getting a permit,
certain technicians and members
of the catering trade, find it easy
to get a job in Switzerland. On the
other hand, the Swiss who return
because they become un-
employed abroad belong to
trades and professions where
there is unemployment in
Switzerland, too.

Under the circumstances, the
future of the Swiss communities
does not look too rosy, and the
organisation of Swiss Abroad and
its Secretariat in Berne has an
even more important part to play.

The accounts for 1982 showed
a deficit of over 10,000 francs
which, however, is less than a

quarter of the budgeted loss.
It is hoped that the budget for

The
1983, which shows a loss of
72,000 francs will also be well
below the estimated loss. The
accounts presented by the new
Hon Treasurer, Mr Francesco
Maurer, were accepted.

Dr Weber, who had been at the
helm of the organisation since
1978, had tendered his résigna-
tion. There would be an oppor-
tunity at the next meeting to
express recognition of his work.

Professor Dr Walther Hofer,
Berne, was elected as new Pre-
sident in his place. He is an
Auslandschweizer, having lived in
Berlin, New York and other
countries.

He was a National Councillor
(SVP-People's Party) from 1963
to 1979 and is a candidate again
for the coming parliamentary ses-
sion. He has been a member of
several national and inter-
national bodies and is an author
of repute. The new President was
received with acclamation.

Another election was that of
Mr Joe Broggini, deputy delegate
for GB South, to the Executive
Committee of the Commission.
He is the first member of an
English-speaking country and will
doubtless make an excellent con-
tribution. Congratulations!

Regarding political rights, a

report on a possible change in the
law would be ready for the Com-
mission to discuss in August. The
question is still open as to
whether Swiss residents abroad
can vote by post.

The Chairman made a plea to
members to register with their
Embassies or Consulates so as to
be able to vote in federal matters
in their Commune of origin or of
their last place of residence - so
far, this has only been possible
when they happen to be in
Switzerland during a plebiscite.



Little Parliament'
meets in Berne

The question of a possible
reorganisation of the Com-
mission was shelved as the new
President would obviously like to
have a chance to make sugges-
tions. Several proposals had been
received and noted.

The National Council had
accepted the recommendations
of the Council of States and had
voted in favour of the citizenship
campaign, according to which
Swiss mothers married to
foreigners abroad would be able
to pass on Swiss citizenship to
their children. The Federal
Council will now work out the text
which will most probably be put to
the electorate early in 1984.

Regarding the AHV/AVS, con-
cem was expressed that the peti-
tion which had been sent after the
Assembly in Siders last August
had not yet borne fruit.

This asked for a fair solution to
the changed situation of Swiss
wives of husbands, insured
compulsorily in Switzerland, who
were no longer insured unless
they applied individually before
the age of 50. (Note: in the
meantime, the Federal Council
has decided to recommend to
Parliament that a change be
made to allow such wives to join
retrospectively without loss of
benefit. It will, however, take
some time until this becomes
law.)

Several members voiced
disappointment at the new
regulations that AHV/AVS con-
tributions would henceforth have
to be paid in Switzerland in Swiss

francs. Information about the best

way to proceed was needed
urgently.

The organisation has tried,
mostly unsuccessfully, to arrange
for the Swiss abroad to join Swiss
sickness insurance. Further
negotiations will take place.

The position of the Swiss
schools abroad gives cause for
concern. More and more cuts are
being made.

The Organisation has been
trying very hard to gain sympathy
and practical help from the
authorities. It will continue with its
efforts. Mr Garraux hoped that
the "Patronatskantone" of the
schools could give more assis-
tance.

The meeting was informed of
the arrangements for the next
Assembly, from August 26 to 28
in Zurich. The theme will be
"Switzerland and the United Na-
tions."

There will be a Government
representative putting the case
for Switzerland joining and a
public figure speaking against, as
well as a panel of six Swiss from
abroad, three for and three
against.

A circular about this will be
sent to all societies. (Note: This
has been received, and there will
be a public discussion, see forth-
coming events.)

After the meeting, the usual
luncheon took place at the
Bellevue Hotel, which Secretary
of State Probst attended.

On Friday, March 4, the spring

meeting of the Solidarity Fund's
Council was held at the offices of
the Swiss Bank Corporation in
Berne.

The annual report was con-
sidered. It made clear that the
activities of the Solidarity Fund
was again marked by the way
Swiss emigration over the last few
years has developed.

On the one hand, the diffi-
culties of getting work permits
abroad and the new short-term
emigrant who works abroad for a
Swiss firm for a definite period
only, the "Kontraktausland-
schweizer", and on the other
hand the bad economic condi-
tions in some countries which
have led to protectionist
measures, often meaning loss of
livelihood for Swiss residents.

In view of this, the Solidarity
Fund has tried to increase
publicity inside Switzerland and in
countries where political risks are
small.

In spite of increased admis-
sions in 1982, the total mem-
bership is down - 10,328 as

opposed to 10,589 in the pre-
vious year.

Lump sum compensation paid
out was slightly higher than in
1981 - 0,265 million francs.
These payments were made to
members in Iran, Zaire, Zim-
babwe, Iraq, Kenya, Mauretania
and Poland. The Fund's finances
are in a satisfactory state,
although it was pointed out that
more members must be found to
make sure the Fund can cope
with increased claims.

In this connection, I should like
to point out that membership in
the United kingdom is rather low

- 259, who would receive a total
of 2,335,000 francs in compensa-
tion.

This is low, compared with
2,136 members in Germany and
3,099 in France. Even in Italy,
Spain and Austria membership is

higher than in Britain.
It must be remembered that

the Fund is a unique kind of in-
surance against loss of livelihood
in case of war, political upheaval,
nationalisation.

It is also an excellent way of
saving in Swiss francs because, at
the end of it, premiums are
repaid to a large extent. One can
also choose three different
categories, higher compensation
and lower interest, or the other
way round.

The value of the Fund has
been proved again and again,
and readers would do well to con-
sider joining, either by paying a

lump sum or by making annual
payments.

A marvellous insurance, an
excellent nest-egg, free from 35
per cent witholding tax, and all
guaranteed by the Swiss Con-
federation. What more can you
want?

Not to speak of the solidarity
which we who live in a stable

country would be showing to our
compatriots who reside in lands
where conditions are precarious
to say the least.

Mariann Meier
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