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The Falklands crisis

Swiss represent British
interests in Argentina

SWITZERLAND was quick to
agree to a British government re-
quest that it look after Britain's in-
terests in Argentina until further
notice (reports Co/in Farmer
jrom Berne).

The request from London
followed the decision by Britain to
break off diplomatic relations with
Argentina over the Falkland
Islands crisis. Senior Swiss
Foreign Ministry official Edward
Brunner said: "We immediately
agreed to the request and our
embassy in Buenos Aires is now
looking after Britain's quite con-
siderable interests in Argentina to
the best of its ability."

But the Foreign Ministry said
the Swiss government's agree-
ment to the British request did
not imply Swiss mediation in the
conflict. Mr Brunner said the
Swiss role would be to "keep
open the channels of commu-
nication" between the two sides.

He said the Swiss government
would maintain this role even in
the event of open hostilities
between Britain and Argentina.

Switzerland now represents 18
other countries in crisis or conflict
situations - and for the past 20
years has been representing
British interests in Guatemala.

The Falkland Islands crisis has
received extensive coverage in
the Swiss media. We present here
a round-up of Swiss press com-
ment:

5icÖ)|tlrtjroei?
Britain may haue no other

choice than to accept the annexa-
tion o/ the Fa/Wand fs/ands by
Argentina. As dep/orab/e as the
act o/ /orce is, the /act remains
incomprehensib/e that /or a long
time no e/jforts were made to /i'nd
and carry out a peace/ul, reason-
able solution. Ajtera/I, Britain and
Spain are willing to negotiate
ouer Gibraltar.

5lcitc<3iird)cr3eilung

The conquest is intended to
divert the Argentine people away

jrom the economic di/ficulties o/
the military junta and arouse the
peoples nationalistic /eelings.

SSiinônec

/jeifunfl
ft s just a pure case o/ prestige.

Because Argentina has not
ventured to wage war or com-
promise with Chile over the
Beagle Channe/ dispute, the
Argentinians /eel compe/led to
demonstrate their determination
on perhaps a less rislcy a/fair. And
they obviously consider the
/ormer world power Great Britain
as less o/a threat than their Latin
American neighbour.

©heures
Argentina has just committed a

morally inexcusable act.

JOURNAL DE

GENÈVE
The British reluctance to give

up this territory can be explained
in two ways. Firstly, the opposi-
tion Labour Party would hardly
be likely to approve i/ the
Thatcher government were to
make concessions to a "regime o/
torturers", as the Labour Party
has described the government o/
Argentina. Secondly, the Conser-
uatiue Party itsel/ would hardly be
ready to sacri/ice even the
slightest portion o/ the Empire.

Sa
/t's hard to imagine that

Argentina will give in to inter-
national censure and withdraw its

/orces. All the more since the
junta in Buenos Aires can count
on the support o/ several South
American states and doubt/ess
that o/ the Soviet Union.

For decades, decolonisation

was equated with independence
and the se// determination o/ the
people. But now Britain is /aced
with the problem that it can't
legally relinquish its last colonies

- because its inhabitants pre/er to
live under the British crown
rather than under the rule o/ a
state in whose geographical
sphere the colony rather belongs.

SWISS CHURCHES
EGLISE SUISSE, 79 Endell Street, WC2

10am Services in German, every Sunday, except4th Sunday
of the month.

11.15am Services en Français, tous les dimanches.
Minister Pfarrer Urs Steiner, 1 Womersley Road, London

N8 9AE. Tel: 01-340 9740
SWISS CATHOLIC MISSION, 48 Great Peter St., SW1
6pm On Saturdays (Meditation Service)
11.30am On Sundays (in English)
6.30pm On Sundays (in German-ecumenical)
1.05pm Monday - Friday
Chaplain: Fr. Paul Bossard, 48 Great Peter St,
London SW1P 2HA Tel: 01-222 2895

SWISS SOLICITOR
in Manchester

FRENCH/ENGLISH

Liaison, Interpretation, Advice on Swiss Law:
Contracts, Property, Company Law, etc.

Mrs M. SCHEURER, Avocat
37 Longmeadow, Cheadle Hulme

Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 7ER
Telephone: 061-485 4388

For Information, Advice or Help
contact the

SWISS WELFARE
OFFICE

for young people
31 Conway Street, London W1P 5HL

Telephone 01-387 3608
Gnc/ergrotvnc/ Sfat/'ons;

Great Port/ancf Street, Warren Street
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