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Providing
a refuge for
the Poles
DETA/LS haue just been announced o/ a Swiss govern-
ment programme/or resettling Polish re/ugees at present
in camps in Austria. Switzerland is to accept 1,000 o/ the
estimated 50,000 re/ugees /o//owing an appeal by the
United Nations High Commissioner /or Re/ugees. The
resettlement programme was announced by the Swiss

gouemment, the Swiss Red Cross Society, and the
Poman Catholic aid organisation, Caritas. ELSBE7H
DANZE/SEN o/ Swiss Padio International reports:

ABOUT 22,000 Poles last year
asked for political asylum in
Austria, and up to 30,000 more
are currently in Austria, many of
them officially as tourists. This is a

very large number for a small
country like Austria, which hopes
that many of the Poles will be

accepted by other countries.

In Switzerland, nearly 1,000
refugees from Poland last year
asked for political asylum, and
although their requests have not
yet finally been processed, most
of them are expected to be
granted asylum. A further 2,000
Poles are believed to be staying in
Switzerland with tourist visas, and
it is expected that some of those
will eventually also request
asylum.

In addition, 1,000 Polish
refugees, who are now mainly in

camps in Austria, will be allowed
to resettle in Switzerland. The
Swiss government says these
Poles will include handicapped
people who find it difficult to be

accepted by other countries for
permanent resettlement.

The director of the Caritas aid

organisation says there is much
goodwill among the Swiss public
towards the Polish refugees, and

it is therefore hoped that those
looking after the refugees will
receive enough offers for per-
manent accommodation and
employment for them.

Caritas and the Red Cross
have also appealed to Swiss

parishes and communes to co-
operate, so that the refugees can
be given new homes immediately
without having to spend more
time in camps.

Over the past few years
Switzerland has also had special
aid programmes for refugees
from Indochina, and other Swiss

charity organisations - not in-
volved in the current campaign to
aid Poles - say they are still much
involved in caring for these earlier

groups.
Whereas it is difficult for

people from countries like
Vietnam, Cambodia or Laos to be

integrated into Swiss society
because they come from an
entirely different cultural back-

ground, there will be fewer
obstacles for the Poles.

A total of about 45,000
refugees currently live in
Switzerland, including large
groups from other Eastern
European countries and Latin
America.

WHY NOT
Advertise your hotel or
restaurant on these pages •

Contact; Swiss Observer
Advertising Sates: 061-456 8500

or wr/fe w/f/? copy fo;
Swiss Observer Advertising Department,

Europa House, 68 Chester Road,
Hazel Grove, Stockport

RAC** SAVOY HOTEL
BAYSHILL ROAD

CHELTENHAM
Tel: 0242 27788

Regency listed building, centrally situated in a large garden.
Ideal for business stays or holidays.

Large range of accommodation from suites to simple rooms.
A family run hotel with a real welcome, good food and luxurious

surroundings.
Seven fine conference rooms for meetings of 2 to 50 people.
Health and Beauty Salon. Bargain weekends with health and
beauty courses, golf, cycling, walking and architectural tours.

Bed & English Breakfast from £15.00
Contact: ?/;e Sw/'ss propr/'efor A. l/Va///ma/in

v y

Hampshire Hunt Cottage
A thatched XVIII cent. Hunting Box situated in the most
picturesque part of Hampshire. Ideal centre for seeing

Southern England. Enjoy the quiet of an at home
country-break.

Very comfortable accommodation, full central heating
plus open fires in reception rooms.

Excellent cuisine.

C.E. Hardwick,
Hampshire Hunt Cottage,

Ropley Dene, Alresford, Hampshire S024 0EG.
Tel: ROPLEY 2257 (STD 096 277)

ST MORITZ CLUB RESTAURANT
161 WARDOUR STREET, LONDON W1

Open Monday to Friday: noon to 3pm; every
evening: 6pm to 3am. Swiss specialities and
fondue bourguignone.

SAN MORITZ RESTAURANT
Rese/vaf/'ops: 01-734 3324

Hropr/efor: Armin Loetscher

pel-&tr &£ötaurant
(LICENSED)

Y MAES, PWLLHELI
Gwynedd, North Wales.

Tel: 3198

Open throughout the year for Morning Coffee,
Lunches, Evening Dinner.

Extensive à la carte menu with children's portions
available up to 7.30pm.

Chefs specialities cooked to order.
Private Dinner Parties catered for with seating up to

85.
J.C. Eyer

(Swiss chef-proprietors since 1972)
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