Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1981)
Heft: 1782
Artikel: One man's fight against the enemy
Autor: Slater, Peter E.
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-689235

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-689235
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

WHILE [ must agree with Gott-
fried Keller's assessment of the in-
tentions of the USSR, one can-
not assume that China will always
be a deterrent or that the situa-
tion will never change for the
worse. The military commission
of the Swiss National Council
would be failing in their duty if
they did not try to anticipate and
provide for every eventuality.

| imagine that every Swiss
knows the story of “The General”
and how he saved Switzerland
from invasion by the surrounding
Axis powers. The difficulties and
hardships endured by the be-
leaguered nation are well docu-
mented, even if they are not
appreciated by those who did not
experience them.

That painful compromises had
to be made in order to survive is
accepted, but although the rules
had to be bent, they were never
broken and Switzerland emerged
with honour from this tragic era.

However few people know
how unprepared Switzerland was
and how lucky she was to remain
unscathed. Today espionage is
an international disease, but even
in the thirties the major powers
were busy spying on each other
and attempting to pervert and
subvert the course of events in
their own favour. Switzerland was
alone in her ignorance of the
machinations of the Nazis, having
virtually no secret service of her
own.

It was left to one of Switzer-
land’s citizen-soldiers, Major
Hans Hausamann, to step into
the breach and repair this omis-
sion. He realised that Germany
could not be trusted to respect
the nation’s neutrality and that it
was vital to Switzerland’s security
to know what the Nazis were
planning.

One man’s fight
against the enemy

Luckily the major was not only
a wealthy man and a great patriot
but he also had friends and col-
leagues who thought as he did.
He was therefore able to
persuade a number of ex-officers
and other military friends from
the Lucerne section of the Swiss
forces to join him in establishing a
private intelligence service, the
‘Buro Ha'.

Naturally, as with all intel-
ligence matters, the details of the
organisation and its operation are
extremely hazy, but the Buro Ha
gradually built up a network of
agents in adjoining countries and
soon Switzerland was able to
learn for the first time what her
potential enemies were planning.

So successful was the orga-
nisation that by mid-1939 the
Buro Ha even had a direct line

into the ‘Oberkommando der
Wehrmacht’ Hitler's head-
quarters.

Such an organisation required
resources that were beyond the
reach of any single individual and
it is possible that the British and
probably other governments were
involved in some way. Whatever
the truth, at the end of August
1939, when Colonel Henri
Guisan was made a general and
put in command of the Swiss
armed forces, he was delighted to
find a ready made and well orga-
nised intelligence service at his
disposal.

The General decided to keep
such a valuable asset intact and
Major Hausamann was posted to
the Service de Renseignement, or
SR, under the command of

Colonel Roger Masson. His Buro
Ha was incorporated as a branch
of the official secret service.

Contrary to the views of some
members of the Swiss govern-
ment, General Guisan did not
regard neutrality as either pas-
sive or defeatist. In his opinion it
was not in Switzerland’s interest
to allow Europe to be dominated
by any single power and, like so
many great national heroes, he
was known to forget to get prior
permission for his actions if the
nation’s welfare demanded it.

The General'’s bias in favour of
the Western allies and his unor-
thodox methods help to explain
some facets of the highly con-
voluted modus operandi of the
Buro Ha.

The story of Rudolf Roessler,
alias Lucy of Lucerne, and his in-
volvement with the Buro Ha is
typical. Roessler hated the Nazis
and all that they stood for. He
was perfectly willing to provide
intelligence to anyone who
opposed them, and he seems to
have worked officially for the
USSR but to have also passed
information to the British and the
Swiss as well.

Major Hausamann used Roes-
sler as a sort of liaison officer for
the Buro Ha and was able to
keep the Swiss authorities in-
formed of Hitler's intentions
within 24 hours of their being
known in Berlin.

An indication of the com-
plexity of the situation can be
gained from the fact that when
the Bundespolizei (BUPO), who
were responsible for counter-

espionage, arrested an English-
man, Alexander Foote, on the
night of Novermber 19, 1943, they
discovered to their amazement
that he had been working for
Switzerland. He almost certainly
worked, like Roessler, for anyone
who was against the Nazis.

Further enquiries led the
BUPO to Roessler, who by now
had become the chief military
evaluator of the Swiss General
Staff in addition to working for
the Buro Ha and being the lead-
ing military commentator for the
Swiss press. When he was
arrested early in 1944, together
with a member of the Buro Ha, it
took the General Staff three
months to get him released.

Roessler was finally tried in
October 1945 for infringements
of Switzerland’s code of neu-
trality. Although he was found
guilty, he was not deported
“because of his great wartime ser-
vices to Switzerland.”

It was only because of this ad
hoc mixture of patriotic Swiss and
Nazi-hating foreigners that Swit-
zerland was able to survive intact
when she could so easily have
been obliterated by her powerful
neighbours.

Therefore 1 agree with Mr
Keller that it would be wrong to
create “an atmosphere of pes-
simism and gloom,” but [ am sure
that he would agree with me that
it would also be wrong to allow a
similar state of unpreparedness to
that which existed in 1939.

There may not be a Major
Hausamann to save the day the
next time. Peter E. Slater
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