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EDUCATION IN SWITZERLAND |

EDUCATION in Switzerland is
administered principally by the
cantons (of which there are 25,
each with its own Department of
Education) and local authori-
ties. As in England the Federal
or Central Government has no
power to determine the curri-
culum of public or private
schools.

The Federal Authorities only
intervene in order to establish
certain standards below which
education must not fall, as well
as the requirements of the
“Federal Maturity Examina-
tion”, the school-leaving certifi-
cate which enables the entrance
to universities.

Each canton enacts its own
laws for the maintenance,

Subjects vary but the
standard is the same

support and administration of
its public school system.

The principle of free, com-
pulsory education is maintained
throughout the country but
within this framework, account
is taken of regional differences
and traditions, particularly at the
primary school level.

Thus the school systems
within the Swiss Confederation
vary from canton to canton but,
as in England, it is possible to
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detect general characteristics,
particularly at secondary school
and university levels.

In general, the pattern of
primary education is that all
children go to a common school
between the ages of six or seven
and 10 or 11.

Then, as in England, pupils
either continue at primary
school or enter a cantonal
secondary school establish-
ment, comparable to the English
grammar school.

At 16, after passing final
examinations, education may
be continued .at the gymnasia

(senior high school) which the
student leaves two or three
years later after obtaining his
“baccalaureat” or “Swiss Matur-
ity Certificate”.

At the secondary school and
gymnasium young people al-
ready tend to specialise, in
classical (Latin-Greek or Latin-
modern languages), scientific
(mathematics-sciences), or com-
mercial.

Entrance to the commercial
schools is at 14. For technical
schools of secondary level the
age of entryis 15. These schools
provide a general education
along with vocational training.

Eight years schooling is
compulsory all over Switzerland.

In addition continuation
courses are open to those young
people who intend to become
skilled workers. They can attend
full-time courses in vocational
schools or take up apprentice-
ships. the education aspects of
which are carefully regulated by
law.

Some cantons add three to six

months of compulsory domestic
science courses for girls afterthe
eight years. Attendance at
continuation schools is also
compulsory for all apprentices,
whether they follow a trade or a
commercial or a technical
career.

Instruction in the Swiss public
schools is given in the language
of the region — principally
German, French or Italian.

Foreign children must know
the language of instruction
thoroughly in order to follow the
courses.

There are, however, many
private schools which cater for
the special needs of pupils from
other countries. There are,
among others, finishing schools
for girls, and institutes which
prepare students for Swiss and
foreign examinations.

Many schools prepare pupils
for the papers set by the
University of London for the
General Certificate of Education
examination both at Ordinary
('O’) and Advanced (‘A)) levels.

Particulars of Swiss private
schools are given in the bro-
chure “Private Schools in
Switzerland” obtainable from
the Swiss National Tourist
Office, Swiss Centre, 1 New
Coventry Street, London, W1V
3HG.
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International School of
Geneva
Ecole Internationale de
Geneve
62 route de Chéne,
1208 Geneve
Tel: 36 71 30
international education in a
Swiss environment
Maturité Fédérale Suisse
International Baccalaureat
Baccalaureat Frangais
GCE
American College Boards
Boarders from age 11
winter and summer sports,
unversity guidance
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HAPPY CHILDHOOD THROUGH STUDIES

BOARDING FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS
aged from 5to 15

FRENCH PROGRAMMES
CP to 3rd form; B.E.P.C.

Intensive tuition in French

Holiday Courses — Summer,
Christmas, Easter.

Directors: Jean and Mathilde Wegmuller
Ch-1807-Blonay/Montreux Tel: 021-531193

Franklin College

Switzerland
6900 Lugano Tel. 091 22 8595

Switzerland's only accredited
independent American College

The International Imperative
in Education

Serving

BERNE, BIEL,
FRIBOURG

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL OF
BERNE

Mattenstrasse 3
3073 Gumligen

52 23 58

AIGLON
SWITZERLAND

The British International
University Preparatory
School in the French

Swiss Alps

250 boarding boys and
girls (11-18 years)
Oxford G.C.E. ‘O" and ‘A’
Levels

American College Board
University preparation US,
UK, Canada, Europe
Good sports, ski-ing

and mountain excursions
Character building
emphasised

Summer Courses with
English and French tuition

For further information
and entrance requirements,

apply to.

Philip L. Parsons,
M.A. (Cantab),
Headmaster,
Aiglon College,
1885 Chesieres-Villars,
Switzerland.
Tel: (025)35 27 21
Telex: 24660 AICOL CH
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