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teller, also read the bible and sang
hymns with them. He also worked as
a vet and as a dentist.

In order to fully understand Jacob
Kuenzler's great achievements, one
has to say a few words about the
political situation. The Armenian
Question arose after the Russo-
Turkish war in 1878. Under the
pretext of liberating Armenians from
their Turkish overlords, Russia
annexed more of Georgia and
Armenia. Great Britain intervened.
Under the Treaty of Berlin the
Russians left Erzerum and the
Upper Euphrates Valley in return for
a promise from the Turks that
reforms would be made in the
provinces inhabited by Armenians.
Thus the Armenians became an
instrument of British anti-Russian
policy in Turkey, and slowly they
were being oppressed; their
language was stopped, the schools
closed, the property of the Church
confiscated and many Armenians
exiled to Siberia.

Gradually the situation worsened,
and in 1895 the Sultan succumbed
to British pressure and agreed to
implement the proposed reforms,
but was exasperated by foreign
interference in his country’s affairs
that he gave orders for a general
massacre of Armenians — 300,000
were killed. This appalling slaughter
led to an attack by a group of

Armenians on the Ottoman Bank in
the capital in 1896, hoping to attract
Western attention to the suffering of
their  fellow-countrymen. 6,000
Armenians were killed in Constan-
tinople before the very eyes of the
Western Powers who were sup-
posedly responsible for their protec-
tion.

In the Balkans and South Arabia
there had been uprisings against the
Turkish Government and these had
been putdown in bloody massacres.
The Union of Progress planned a
bloodless revolution in 1909;
separatist movements and national
minorities became active, andin turn
Kurds attacked Turks, Armenians
and Assyrians in Eastern Anatolia.
The Turks, reacting against the
liberal policies of the new leader-
ship, attacked Armenians and killed
another 30,000 of them. A year of
unrest followed until the govern-
ment of the Young Turks was firmly
established, but the hopes of the
minorities remained unfulfilled.

In 1909 Jacob and Elisabeth
Kuenzler and their young family
went on leave to Switzerland. On
returning they carried on their work
right up to the war in 1914. When it
came nothing changed at first. Dr.
Vischer was in Switzerland, was
called up and did not return to Urfa
until 1919. The Kuenzlers were
faced with the well-nigh super-

human task of running the Mission in
wartime. Some of Jacob’s assistants
were called up. Every fund-raising
opportunity had to be seized, as all
communications with the outside
world were cut.

Beds at the hospital had to be
kept for soldiers. Elisabeth was busy
dipping candles, smoking meat,
drying fruit, making corn starch and
grape sugar, grinding wheat for
flour. Children and servants col-
lected twigs and manure which were
made into flat “‘cakes’ dried in the
sun, to be used as fuel later.

Jacoub Effendi fell ill with
typhoid fever. In mosques and
churches they prayed for him.
Flghting on all fronts with Turkey
went on, and casualty lists leng-
thened. Lots of Armenians
deserted, and the population suf-
fered rough treatment at the hands
of the Turkish police.

In March, 1915, eighteen of the
more influential families in Urfa were
arrested and deported. Over 200
Armenians were taken prisoner.
When Jacoub had recovered, he
went to Aleppo to report the state of
affairs to the Consuls of Britain,
France, Germany and the USA. But
though his statements were put on
record, nothing was done — the
nations had bigger worries. Things
went from bad to worse, all Arme-
nian soldiers were put in labour
camps.

(To be continued)

FOR THE GARDENER

LUPIN (Lupinus)

Hardy and half hardy annuals and
perennials of more than 100
species. Only afew of these species
are now grown as they, with their
hybrids provide a great variety of
lovely plants.

Both annuals and perennials are
best propagated from seed which
should be sown outdoors from
March to August. The small plants
should be pricked out and planted in
position.

Lupins do best in a good rich, well
drained soil, preferably in a sunny
position. They do not like lime and
care in choosing a site should be
taken in this respect. A heavy
dressing of manure should be given
annually with plenty of liquid manure
during dry spells.

Plants should not be moved when
once planted out and early staking is

advised. To prolong the flowering
season dead spikes should be
removed as soon as possible.

Modern Russell Lupins are a
variety which come in various and
mixed colours looking very hand-
some when planted in clumps.

Apart from their decorative use
Lupins can be used as a green
manure as they are capable of
obtaining nitrogen from the air.

Species:

L. polyphyllus: is the commonest
type. Has really lovely leaves and
good spikes of dark blue flowers.
L. arboreus: (Tree Lupin) is a hardy
evergreen which developes into
good bushes with yellow and red
flowers.

L. a. Albus: is the white variety of the
Tree Lupin. It is very fragrant.
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