Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1979)
Heft: 1754
Artikel: Romainmatier - a haven for artists in the Swiss Jura Mountains
Autor: [s.n.]
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690620

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690620
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

ROMAINMOTIER - A HAVEN FOR
ARTISTS IN THE SWISS JURA
MOUNTAINS

A vision out of the Middle Ages,
Romainmatier is tucked into a small
valley in the Jura mountains. The
hurried travellers, the passengers of
express trains, whiz through its tiny
railway station unsuspecting. As if
time had stood still. Romainmétier
has remained an island of peace and
tranquility, welcoming the visitor
with a penchant for contemplation.

More than fifteen hundred
years ago, St. Romanus and his
companions had come to Romain-
motier, fighting their way through
vast jungle-like thickets and woods.
They had cleared the site to build

what is now the oldest monastery in
Switzerland. Around its Roman-
esque church, erected around the
year one thousand, the monastery
and the little community prospered.
The abbey was handed over to the
monks of Cluny in the Xth century
and it controlled seven priories, 20
parish churches, 30 villages and 50
fiefs. In 1536, the vyear of the
Reformation, the high baliliffs of
Berne came to take over the

monastery. The buildings were used
for rather worldly purposes: the
church became in turn a cave and a
granary. Deprived of its centre, the

little town began to crumble and the
buildings fell into neglect.

But today, Romainmétier is full
of life again. The church has been
restored, mass is read or concerts
are given. The Priory has also been
saved from decay and may be
rented for festive occasions. But the
particular charm comes from the
people who have fallen under the
spell of this medieval site. Painters,
potters, weavers and wood carvers
have come here to stay and
perpetuate the spirit of St. Romanus
in new and creative ways.
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