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Swiss from abroad gather at

Einsiedeln

Special Report

Inthe year 828, Meinrad, a monk
on the Reichenau, went to the Etzel,
and 7 years later, he retreated further
into the ““Sombre Wood”'. He lived a
hermit’s life there until 861 when he
was murdered. Two ravens followed
the two assassins to the Lake of
Zlrich and took them to the judge.
They were duly punished for their
heinous crime. The two ravens are
depicted in the coat of arms of Ein-
siedeln.

The monastery on the site of the
hermit's abode was founded nearly
70 years later by Eberhard, and today
the Monastery and its Abbey Church
are the most important place of pil-
grimage in Switzerland. The Church
is one of the most outstanding Baro-
que buildings in the country and
houses the famous Black Madonna.
The library contains 150,000 vol-
umes and 1,300 manuscripts, as well
as 1,200 incunabula of the 12th cen-
tury. The Stiftsgymnasium has 350
pupils.

This then was the venue of the
56th Assembly of the Swiss Abroad
at the end of August. It was attended
by some 450 people from all parts of
the world, plus a number of inland
Swiss, official guests and the press. It
was not a record, but more than
expected. From Britain there were
the two delegates, Mrs Mariann
Meier (South) and her deputy, Father
Paul Bossard, and Dr. Alex Lang
(North), the President of the Federa-
tion of Swiss Societies in the U.K.,
Mr. Bernard Simon and his wife, the
NSH Vice-President and Mrs. René
Glarner, Consul Horace Jacques and
a number of others, a total of about
20.

The programme was very var-
ied. It included a guided tour of Ein-
siedeln and a meeting of the Friends
of the Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad. There were several ‘‘ques-
tion hours” on subjects like educa-
tion, military service, social insur-
ance, citizenship, Solidarity Fund and
a special meeting of young
Auslandschweizer, among them six
recruits.

The Congress was officially
opened by an organ recital at the
Church, followed by the Organisa-
tion’s new President, National Coun-
cillor Dr. Alfred Weber, and a number
of local dignitaries. Girls in national
.costumes served wine, and the local
band entertained the gathering on the
wide terrace outside the Monastery.

Saturday was the day of the ple-
nary session held at the Village
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Centre, a former orphanage. Dr.
Weber opened the session, and he
was followed by the President of the
Nouvelle Société Helvétique, Dr.
Philippe Abravanel. The main theme
“Information of the Swiss Abroad”
was introduced by Mr. Marcel Ney,
Director of the Secretariat for Swiss
Abroad in Berne. He gave a historic
survey of how Swiss abroad used to
be informed, and how the “Echo”
and the “Review’” were born, the
former the illustrated monthly of the
Organisation (in three languages),
the latter the periodical which is sent
to all Swiss registered abroad four
times a year, in Great Britain incorpo-
rated in The Swiss Observer. This
was followed by an excellent slide
show by the Deputy Director of the
Secretariat, Mr Lucien Paillard, show-
ing how the papers are produced.

Radio link

Then came a direct shortwave
transmission from Dakar where
members of the local Swiss commun-
ity talked on common problems. This
event was organised by the Swiss
Shortwave Service, now to be called
Swiss Radio International. A talk by a
member of the ‘Tagesanzeiger”
which carries a weekly edition mainly
for Swiss abroad, and two short films
brought the morning session to a
close.

The afternoon session opened
with a speech by Mrs. Mariann Meier,
London, on the 20th anniversary of
the Solidarity Fund. After a short his-
toric survey, she pleaded for more
support and handed a *‘Goldvoegeli”
to the Fund's President, Dr. Gustav
Schelling. Her predecessor as Presi-
dent of the London Group of the
Nouvelle Société Hélvétique, Mr
Fred Suter, had put down a “‘Vreneli”
at the Assembly in 1958 when the
Fund was founded. This gesture
should remind the Swiss abroad of
the original idea of the solidarity on
which the Fund was based.

The retiring President of the
Organisation, Monsieur Louis
Guisan, and his wife were then hon-
oured after 11 years of chairing the
Commission of the Swiss Abroad. He
said that he had received more than
he had given. In his time of office he
had experienced that the Swiss
abroad were tenacious, attached to
their homeland and eager for liberty.

This charming ceremony was
followed by the highlight of the after-
noon, the speech by Switzerland’s
Foreign Minister, Federal Councillor
Pierre Aubert. He talked about the
new Canton Jura (at that time not yet
decided) and Switzerland’s position
vis-a-vis the United Nations. He
referred to the “‘Review’”’ and the total
revision of the Federal Constitution,

and he promised that the Swiss
Abroad would be heard in this con-
nection.

Lighter side

The evening was devoted to a
dinner, some folkloreistic entertain-
ment and dancing, and the Sunday
began with an ecumenical service at
the Jugendkirche. The local male
choir gave an outstanding perfor-
mance. After the church service, the
party went on an outing around the
attractive man-made Sihlsee, fol-
lowed by an open-air apéritif, com-
munal luncheon and finally coffee at
the Village Centre. Another success-
ful Assembly had come to a close.

Five meetings

The real work, however, had
been done at several working meet-
ings which had taken place before
the official opening of the Assembly.
The delegate to the Commission took
part in five such meetings: Commis-
sion of Information (at which “‘Echo”’,
"“Review”” — special issue of The
Swiss Observer — and other
matters of information were dis-
cussed). Co-ordinating meeting (at
which problems and difficulties with
the production of the ‘‘Review”
were under discussion), the Council
meeting of the Solidarity Fund and
subsequently its AGM.

‘“Little Parliament”

The most important of these
meetings, however, was that of the
Commission of the Swiss Abroad,
the “Little Parliament”, at which Mrs.
Mariann Meier represented the
Swiss in Great Britain South and Dr.
Alex Lang those in the North. It was
held at the beautiful ““Fuerstensaal”
at the monastery. The two most
important matters on the agenda
concerned the total revision of the
Federal Constitution and citizenship
of children born to Swiss mothers
married to foreign fathers. The text of
two resolutions passed on these sub-
jects will appear in the next special
issue of The Swiss Observer. The
new President of the ASO, National
Councillor Dr. Alfred Weber, was in
the chair for the first time.

He said in his opening speech
that the Swiss abroad were well
aware of the characteristics of Swiss
democracy, diversity, yet unity, tradi-
tions and isolation, yet open to the
world. They were, however, usually
anxious for quick solutions, and that
was not the way of Swiss democracy
where the “Sanctus Trampus’’ pre-
vailed, “die Politik der Kleinen
Schritte”. 1t is the task of the Com-
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£
£ CHANCERY TRAVEL have a comprehensive and reliable programme of flights to Ziirich, every Thursday and £
£ Sunday, to Geneva every day except Tuesday and to Berne every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. f
f The programme is completely flexible, you can stay for any duration from 1 to 28 nights. Longer durations on f
£ request. £
£ : 3
£ Details as follows £
£ Zurich Thur Sun £
£ Outward Return £
E Flight Number DA3310 DA3310 Flight Number DA3311 DA3311 £
£ Depart Gatwick 1630 1030 Depart Zirich 1955 1355 £
£ Arrive Zurich 1905 1255 Arrive Gatwick 2020 1420 é
£ £
£ Geneva £
£ OUTWARD £
£ Flight No. BR407 BR417 BR425 BR403 BR637 BR415 BR635 BR421 £
Depart Gatwick 1155 1155 1725 1155 0850 1620 0805 1545
£ Arrive Geneva 1420 1420 1950 1420 1115 1845 1030 1810 5
f RETURN f
£ Flight No. BR408 BR418 BR426 BR404 BR638 BR416 BR636 BR422 £
£ Depart Geneva 1520 1520 2050 1520 1155 1940 1130 1910 £
£ Arrive Gatwick 1545 1545 2115 1545 1220 2005 1155 1935 £
E Berne 2—
£ Depart Gatwick 0910 Depart Berne 1310 £
£ Arrive Berne1230 Arrive Gatwick 1430 £
E Prices for Zurich and Geneva E
P Number of LOW MID HIGH PEAK P
0 Nights 1-30 November 3 Jan - 4 Feb 1-13 Sept 14 Dec - 2 Jan 0
5-30 March 5 Feb - 4 March U
U 31 Mar - 20 April N
N 1 49 51 53 55 D
D e 51 55 59 62 S
S 8-14 54 59 62 65
A 15-28 57 62 65 69 A
\V; Vv
E Prices for Berne commence at £59.00 E
R R
S CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR S
We have a programme of additional flights to Zirich and Geneva over Christmas and New Year. £
£ Zurich — Departure dates 17, 21, 22, 26 December, return dates 26 December 2, 3, 4, 7 January. £
£ Geneva— Departure dates 18, 21, 22, 24, 27, 28 December, 1 January, return dates 27, 28 December 1, 2, 4, 5, £
£ 6 January.
f £
f Clients who have friends or relatives wishing to visit London from Ztirich can now book through Chancery Travel. £
f The prices from Zirich to London return are the same as above. Please ask for our special leaflet. £
E Bookings for all flights can be accepted right up until two hours prior to departure and there is no limit to how far in E
£ advance you can book. Access, Barclaycard and American Express are accepted and clients making very late £
bookings merely have to give their credit card number over the telephone and the seats will be confirmed and
£ . ] . . . . £
£ tickets dispatched immediately or made available at the Airport. £
£ In addition to our flight programme, we have a wide selection of hotels to suit all price ranges £
£ and tastes. E
E TAKE NO CHANCES BOOK WITH AN A.B.T.A. BONDED OPERATOR £
E For brochure write or telephone E
£ c £
¢ Chancery Travel A :
f{: London Office Manchester Office Glasgow Office E
@ 190(B) Campden Hill Rd 123(B) Deansgate Suite 16(B) Virginia House £
£ London W8 Manchester M3 2BY 62 Virginia Street £
; 01 229 9484 061 832 5022 Glasgow G1 £
£ 041 552 5154 £
£ 24 hours answering service on all numbers £
£ Chancery Travel is an ABTA member and a fully Government Licensed and Bonded Tour Operator, Civil Aviation £
£ Authority Licence Number 659BC £
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Little
Parliament
meets in idyllic
surroundings

eFrom Page 4

mission to adapt the one to the other
‘and to represent the Swiss compat-
riots abroad as a united force.

On 21st September, the London
Group in conjunction with the Federa-
tion of Swiss Societies in the U.K.
held a meeting at the Swiss
Embassy, at which delegates gave
their reports and a discussion took
place. In order to comply with the
wishes and intentions of the new
President of the Organisation of the
Swiss Abroad, the community in
Great Britain, too, must decide just
how its voice can become of greater
importance and impact on Swiss
public opinion. It is necessary, there-
fore, to study information which
appears in The Swiss Observer and
to attend any meetings organised by
Swiss societies and clubs where
such matters are being discussed.

SWISS MINISTER FOR FRENCH
PROTESTANT CHURCH

The French Protestant Church in
Soho Square has a new Minister
to replace the Rev. Calude Vander-
linden. He is a Swiss national. The
Rev. André Sprunger, 48, comes
from Moutier, in the Jura Bernois.

The French Protestants of Lon-
don therefore have two Swiss as
Ministers: Mr. Sprunger, and
Raymond Renou, the former Minister
of the French-speaking Swiss Parish
in London. Mr. Renou will remain in
London to assist the Rev. Sprunger.

S. AFRICA EXPERIENCE

Having just returned from over
15 years of pastoral work in South
Africa, the Rev. Sprunger, who is
married and has one son, aged 18, is
most happy to be back in Europe. He
expects to be able to work with the
large community of Huguenot des-
cendants in Britain.

In South Africa, the Rev.
Sprunger was missionary for a
number of years in a remote area
populated by the Tsonga tribe. His
pastoral work also took him to Johan-
nesburg where he also found time to
engage in business activities.

he Rev. Sprunger was the first

person to have the bright idea of §

exporting meat from Botswana to

Switzerland. He was also involved §

with management consultancy and
the exchange of technologies.
Before studying theology at
Lausanne and Oxford, the Rev.
Sprunger had gone through a com-
mercial apprenticeship and no doubt
acquired qualities which have served
him in good stead as a minister!
We wish him and his wife a long
and fruitful stay in London.
PMB

Requests for
Penfriends

It is regretted that the Swiss
National Tourist Office is unable to
supply addresses of pen friends in

i Switzerland.

Applicants are advised to con-

Il tact the following organisation enclos-

ing a s.a.e:

Pen-Friend Service
International Friendship League
3 Creswick Road
Acton
LONDON W3
Tel: 01-992 0221

Credit Suisse is one of the big three Swiss banks
and now has full branch facilities in London.
This means a still better international banking
and financial service for businessmen with

overseas interests.

Capital and Reserves:
Swiss Francs 2.298.600,000

London Branch:

Credit Suisse
for infernational
banking services

Head Office:

Switzerland.

Paradeplatz 8, CH-8021 Zurich
Branches in all principal locations throughout

Branches and affiliates abroad:
New York, Los Angeles, London, Montreal,
Nassau (Bahamas), Singapore, Beirut, Hong Kong.

Representative offices:

27 Austin Friars, London EC2N 2LB
Tel: 01-628 7131 (Forex 01-628 4368)

Telex: London 887322 (Forex 883684, 887586)

Bahrain, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Hong Kong,
Johannesburg, Melbourne, Mexico City, Rio de
Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Tehran, Tokyo, Toronto.

L1 CREDIT SUISSE
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