
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1978)

Heft: 1742

Artikel: Federal Councillor Gnaegi in London

Autor: M.M.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-687965

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 15.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-687965
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


FEDERAL COUNCILLOR GNAEGI IN LONDON

Fee/era/ Cou/?c/7/or Fuc/o/p/? G/iaeg/
p/cfure<7 /n foncfo/7 <7uw7g h/'s rece/7f
w's/'f. P/cfure 6/ courtes/ of ßrenarß Press
Lïtf.

The Second Conference of
European Ministers responsible for Sport
was held at Lancaster House in London
from 4th to 7th April. The Swiss
delegation was headed by Federal
Councillor Rudolf Gnaegi. The other
members were Mr. Karl Glatthard,
President of the Swiss Sports Association;
Mr. Willy Raetz, Assistant Manager of the
Swiss School for Physical Education and
Sports; Mr. Ferdinand Imesch, Manager
of the Swiss Sports Association; and Mr.
Yves Moret of the Federal Political
Department.

The Federal Councillor and his
party were met at London Airport by
Monsieur Jacques Rial, Counsellor of

Embassy for Protocol and International
Organisations Affairs, Colonel Dudli,
Defence Attaché, and Mrs. Dudli. Mr. L.
Nart, General Manager of Swissair U.K.,
was present, too.

The Conference was opened by the
Minister of State, Department of the
Environment, the Rt. Hon. D. Howell,
MP. He was followed by the
Secretary-General of the Council of
Europe, Mr. G. Kahn-Ackermann.

The same evening, 4th April, the
Swiss Ambassador and Madame Ernesto
Thalmann gave a buffet dinner at the
Embassy, at which the Federal Councillor
and Mrs. Rudolf Gnaegi, as well as the
rest of the delegation and their wives
were entertained. Present also were Mr.
Thomas Keller, President of the General
Assembly of International Sports
Federations, and his daughter. The
visitors from Switzerland met the
Presidents of Swiss Societies and
institutions in London and their wives (or
husbands) and Mr. and Mrs. B. Simon
(Federation of Swiss Societies in the
U.K.). Several members of the Embassy
and their wives were also amongst the
guests.

The following day, Federal
Councillor Gnaegi gave a short conference
to the Swiss Press in London. He
explained that he was in London not as

Minister of Defence, but as Minister for
Sports. He said that the first European
Conference had been held in Brussels in

1975. The integration in national life of
sports and sound ethical conceptions
were no problem in Switzerland. The
state was responsible for general
development, but the organisations had
their own responsibility. The was no
political influence, but the co-operation
was good.

A watching brief
The Tandesverhanc? /wer Sport

watched over damaging publicity,
detrimental monetary considerations, and
the guilty ones were punished. One of the
issues at the Conference was sports
tourism, but Switzerland would not
support this idea. The Federal Councillor
answered questions on vandalism and his
ideas on sport and politics such as in
South Africa. The former, he said, was no
problem in Switzerland, and the latter
was very much the concern of the
countries in question. He also told the
audience, on being asked, that he himself
was keen on mountain walks, swimming,
ski-ing and skating.

The same evening, Mr. Gnaegi and
the Swiss party attended a Government
Dinner at Saddlers' Hall in the City's
Gutter Lane.

The Swiss delegation had a full
programme, but fortunately the Federal
Councillor and his wife found time for a

private visit to the Covent Garden Opera.
M.M.
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CRAWFORD PERRY TRAVEL LTD.

260A FULHAM ROAD, LONDON SW10 9EL

Our latest 'Swiss City Tours' brochure includes the
most comprehensive guide to the cities of Switzerland
with departures from Gatwick, Heathrow, Manchester
and Southend airports.
Arrangements include Budget Break holidays, Budget
Hotels and First Class Hotels, which are ideal for the
business traveller.
For full details of our service to Switzerland please
ask for a copy of our comprehensive brochure which
gives details of flight times, prices and Hotels.
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