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Features

Old Traditions and
Folklore Festivals in Switzerland

«Kaseteilet» in the Justis
Valley (Berne)

The descent from the pastures in
the Justis Valley near Sigriswil
above Lake Thun is linked with the
old custom known as «Kase-
teilety. Farmers who possess
mountain rights gather with their
families on the Spycherberg with
its four cheese storage huts. The
cheeses are piled in «lots», the
yield of one cow during one sum-
mer. After a speech by the moun-
tain steward, a draw is held to
apportion the share of each owner
of mountain rights, in order to

prevent any unfairness. A small
folklore festival follows, and the
people then wend their way in
procession down to the valley.

St. Sebastian at Finhaut
(Valais)

To celebrate the Patronal Festival
on 20th January, two huge and
richly decorated cakes are carried
in solemn procession to the
church and later distributed to
members of the congregation.

8

«Homstrom» at Scuol
(Grisons)

At the beginning of February, the
youngsters in the village of Scuol
plait big bales of straw into shapes
of straw men (Homstrom). These
are carried with enthusiasm to
various easily-visible spots above
the village. They are delivered up
to the flames in the evening as a
symbol of winter's imminent de-
parture.

Egg Races

(North-Western Switzerland)
The egg has always been an im-
portant symbol of spring, repre-
senting new life and fertility. It is
the central feature in Easter tradi-
tions. In Baselland and the Boz-
berg region as well as in the
Bernese Seeland, egg racing is a
kind of contest in which one
competitor has to carry a large
number of eggs a certain distance
before the other one has complet-
ed a run to the next village.
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