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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

There has been a good crop of letters this
month. They are always welcome so
please keep them coming.

WGS

Sir,

I read with interest your article on
the card game of “Jass” on page 20 of
January 1977 issue. We have a pack of
German Swiss cards but do not have the
rules of the game. I would be most
grateful if you could let me know where
we could obtain the rules in English, or
even better, if you could send us a copy.
My Swiss wife and I really enjoy your
magazine.

E. D. Green,
7 Woodstock Road,
Broxbourne, Herts.

We thank Mr. Green for his kind remarks
about our paper. His is the second request
from a British reader for the rules of Jass
— preferably in English. Mr. Roger
Bennison of 49 Londar St., Godman-
chester, Cambs. also asked for them.

I must also admit, almost shame-
facedly that I too would like to learn (I
am a keen card player). To this end I have
asked our friends at the Swiss Embassy to
try to help and they have promised to
try. But be warned, it is extremely
unlikely that any rules have been
published in English so if we are
successful in tracking down some infor-
mation it will probably be in German
and/or French.

WGS

Sir,

I would like to add a word or two
to your Article “Thoughts on Switzerland
revisited” that appeared in your last
edition, and, at the same time, remind the
writer of the article that money, big cars
and expensive holidays don’t represent
happiness for everybody.

Being of Swiss nationality, I cer-
tainly enjoy hearing or reading pleasant
comments about my country or com-
patriots but I think that at least one
important point in favour of Britain has
been overlooked in the above-mentioned

article. The writer was Iucky not to fall
z‘l{, have an accident or indeed have to
Visit the dentist whilst staying in Switzer-
land. May I remind him of the marvellous
Social Security benefits we have in
England? It costs at least Sw.Fr. 1,000
(£250) to have a baby in Switzerland, for
example, excluding clinic costs, and
about Sw.Fr. 400 (£100) to have a tooth
capped!

In comparison, .we have maternity
grants and benefits etc! Surely such an
important fact should at least be
mentioned?

After all, life is not all that bad in
Britain! What one doesn’t have, one
doesn’t miss!

M. N. Holt Mrs.,
Officer’s Mess,
RAF Wildenrath,
BFPO 42

W. Germany

Whilst thanking Mrs. Holt for her letter I
think it only fair to the author to politely
point out that the article did try to stress
the quality of life in Britain and in no
way tried to pretend that Swiss life was
perfect.

WGS
Sir,

Having a Swiss wife and connec-
tions, I am interested in all things Swiss. 1
note in the February issue of the Swiss
Observer a letter from Mr. Ernest Bader
on conscientious objection to fighting.
Probably 99 per cent of people consider
war futile. General Guisan in the last war
made it clear to the Germans that the
Swiss would resist an incursion into their
territory. It is more than probable, but
for this, the Germans would have come.
What would have happened if there had
been then wholesale desertions?

Your correspondent perhaps might
say ‘“Better let them in and avoid
bloodshed.” But would it? What about
further gas chambers for the Jews and
regimentation of the Swiss for further
German aggression. One feels with the
utmost respect, that we have to face up
to the facts of life, and not bury our
heads in the ground like an ostrich.

Mr. Bader goes on to say that the
structure of capitalism is warlike. An even

For Information, Advice or Help
contact the

SWISS WELFARE OFFICE

for young people

31 Conway Street London W1P 5HL
telephone 01-387 3608

Underground Stations:
Great Portland Street
Warren Street

SWISS
CHURCHES

SERVICES EN FRANCAIS: a I'Eglise Suisse,
79 Endell Street, W.C.2, tous les dimanches
a 11hl5 et 19h00.
PASTEUR: Frank Orna-Ornstein, 7 Park View
Road, London N.3. Tel: 01-346 5281.

SERVICES IN GERMAN: at Eglise Suisse, 79
Endell Street, W.C.2, every Sunday at 10.00
a.m. Sunday school takes place on the first
and the third Sunday in the month for
children of all age groups. Children assemble
in the church with their parents who attend
the normal Service. Liturgical Service takes
place every second Sunday in the month.
Services also at John Southworth Centre, 48
Great Peter Street, SWIP 2HA, every
Sunday at 6.30 p.m.

MINISTER: Pastor Paul Jungi, 1 Womersley
Road, N.8. Tel: 01-340 9740.

SWISS CATHOLIC MISSION: John Southwark
Centre, 48 Great Peter Street, London
SW1P 2HA.

Sundays: Services at 6.30 p.m. for
Catholics and Protestants. See notice-
board in house for details and
location.

RESIDENCE OF CHAPLAIN: Bossard, Swiss
Catholic Mission, 48 Great Peter Street (2nd
floor), London SWIP 2HA. Tel: 01-222
2895.

SWISS COLLECTOR wishes to buy
Swiss Stamp Collection or accumu-
lation of Swiss stamps.

Offers invited to Mr. E. M. Huber,
10 Linton Lawns, Ferndown,
Dorset.

GENEVA £17 RETURN £32

Regular departures by coach from our office.
PARIS £10—MILAN £19—VENICE £21-BELGRADE £23—-ISTANBUL £34.

ATHENS £25 RETURN £48

From Athens by boat or air to:—
THE GREEK ISLANDS — CYPRUS — ISRAEL — EGYPT — AUSTRALIA

For full information telephone
01-485 6078 or send coupon
to:—

ALECOS TOURS
LTD.

3a Camden Road, London NW1

23
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