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OBITUARIES

R. J. Keller

Robert Jacob Keller was born on
19th March, 1902, at Berg (Thurgau) in
Switzerland. His early youth was spent on
his parents’ farm until at the age of 12
the family moved to Ziirich. Shortly
before that time his Father had died as a
result of an accident on the farm.

In his early years at Berg he soon
realised the value of meeting people and
of extending to them a warm welcome.
This he learnt at the restaurant in the
village which was owned by his family,
and those early impressions Robert
carried with him all his life.

In Ziirich the young Robert Keller
undertook a banking apprenticeship.
Later he moved to the former Comptoir
d’Escompte de Geneve, then on to Milan,
but he returned to Switzerland soon after
following the political difficulties in Italy
at that time. He joined the Bank of
Herisau (Appenzell) returning later to
Ziirich where he was persuaded to join a
merchant bank in the City of London.
Thus in 1927 Robert Keller came to
Britain, the country which he made his
second home. His merchant banking
experience took him through the crises of
the late 1920s and early 1930s, when
after having successfully untangled the
financial problems of an important
company to the satisfaction both of
creditors and shareholders, he was invited
to join an important Scottish whisky
distillery as Managing Director.

So our Robert Keller became a
magnet in the Scottish whisky industry
earning, as he did in whatever he
undertook, a first-class reputation. A
major American company in the whisky
business tried to tempt him to move to
America but he felt that his roots were
firmly established in Great Britain. In
1954 the Crédit Suisse was able to tempt
him to join them to establish their
Representative Office to be based in
London. Quickly he made his mark felt in
City banking circles establishing for
himself and his Bank many deep-rooted
friendships. He will be long remembered
by London City bankers not only for his
professional knowledge and skill, but also

for the warmth of his personality. He
took an active part in The Overseas
Bankers Club Golf Society and the City
Swiss Club, of which he was President of
both. At the same time, he was a director
of several important international com-
panies.

In November, 1961, he was elected
Chairman of the Swiss Observer Advisory
Council when Mr. R-de Cintra died. On
relinquishing this office, he was made
Hon. President on 25th March, 1970.

In 1968 when he was about to
retire, he had a serious operation. His
great strength and courage helped to
carry him through to continue an active
life. Around the same time, however, he
lost his wife, Betty, but his last years
were greatly helped by his present wife,
Mary, the widow of an old family friend
of many years’ standing. His daughter,
Anna, is in the hotel business, something
in which Robert gave her much en-
couragement. It is a great comfort that
Mary not only has another daughter in
Anna, but she has her own fine family,
Richard and Ann.

A service was held at the Eglise du
Prieurie at Pully conducted by Minister C.
Stacey Woods, General Secretary of the
International Fellowship of Evangelical
Students.

H. R. Bolliger

It is with deep regret that we have
to announce the sudden death of Dr.
Hans Rudi Bolliger, of Fern Cottage,
Mereside Road, Mere, Cheshire. He died
in Lugano in the early hours of 15th
December.

Hans Rudi Bolliger came from Basle
and was educated in Neuchatel and at the
University of Basle where he got his
doctorate in chemistry in 1946. Having
studied under Prof. Reichstein, his
interest in research had been awakened at
an early stage, and after his graduation he
went to the Iowa State College in U.S.A.
for a period of post-doctoral research
under Prof. Gilman. He became engaged
in research work with CIBA Ltd in Basle
in 1952, in the Dyestuffs Research
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The late Dr Hans Rudi Boliger who died
suddenly on 15th December.

Division. And in 1955, he joined the
Clayton Aniline Company Ltd in Man-
chester. He was Research and Develop-
ment Director of the Company and a
EF.R.IC.

He played a prominent part in the
affairs of the Society of Chemical
Industry, being Chairman of the Man-
chester Section from 1967 to 1969. At
the time of his death he was the Society’s
Honorary Secretary for Foreign Affairs
and the first Chairman of the Industrial
Health and Safety Group, which he
helped to found. He was also a Council
member of the Manchester Literary and
Philosophical Society.

His activities included sailing, golf
and rifle shooting, and he was greatly
interested in art and music. Readers of
the Swiss Observer will remember an
article in the July issue last year, in which
his appointment as Chairman of the
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Manchester and District Branch of the
Royal National Life-Boat Institution was
reported. He and his wife sailed their own
12-ton sloop “Vogel Gryff II”, and had
been doing a great deal of voluntary work
for the Institution for many years. Dr.
Bolliger held an instructor’s certificate of
the Department of Trade and Industry
and the Royal Yachting Association.

The Swiss community knew him
best as a great worker and true patriot in
the best sense of the word. He was a
member of several Swiss organisations,
including the Nouvelle Société Helvétique
in London. He was a past-President of the
Manchester Swiss Club.

Hans Rudi Bolliger was the delegate
for the Swiss in Great Britain North on
the Commission of the Swiss Abroad in
Berne. As his colleague I can testify to his
fairness and integrity when the interests
of his compatriots were involved. He was
a staunch fighter against political rights
for the Swiss abroad, and I am proud to
have been fighting in the same direction
alongside him. His great energy, quick
intelligence and dislike of superficiality
made him a grand companion, and not
least his sense of humour, so typically
Bilois. He will be much missed in the
“Little Parliament™ of the Swiss Abroad,
where he has made a mark not easily
deleted.

Our deep sympathy and loving
thoughts go out to his wife Trudy, his
daughter Regula, now married in Basle,
and to his mother.

All his many friends will remember
him as the staunch and loyal man he was
and consider it a precious privilege to

have known him. ”

MM

C. Seinet

It is with great regret that we
announce the death of Mr. Charles Seinet,
of Les Murs Blancs 2, 1814 La Tour-de-
Peilz. He died on 30th November in his
84th year.

He was born in Neuchatel where he
was educated. After a stay in Frankfurt,
he came to this country in 1913 to take
up an appointment with a shipping firm
in London. During World War I he did
military service in Switzerland and in
between army duties, he did a training
course with the Bally Shoe Factories. He
then took over the first retail establish-
ment in Lausanne and came to London in
1924 as manager and buyer with the
London Shoe Company. He became its
managing director in 1932 and he
remained with the company until he
retired to Switzerland in 1960.

Charles Seinet was a well-known
personality in the Swiss community in
London, together with his charming wife.
He was a member of the City Swiss Club
from 1927 onwards, became Honorary
Secretary and later President (from 1951
to 1953).

We extend our sincere sympathy to
Madame Seinet, their son and family in
their sad bereavement.

The announcement of his death had
a quotation from Prov. 19:22 “Ce qui fait
le charme d’'un homme, c’est sa bonté”.
That is how we shall remember Charles
Seinet. MM

P.S. The family did not wish any flowers,
but possible donations to the Royal
National Life-Boat Institution.

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

The following readers will be
celebrating their birthdays during the
coming month: Mr. G. A. Schmid will be
91 on Ist February. Mr. & Mrs. O. F.
Boehringer will have their 31st wedding
anniversary on 2nd February. Mrs. F.
Burri will celebrate her birthday on 6th
of the month, and 17th February will be
the birthday of Mrs. H. Hanftwurcel and
Mr. R. E. Maag who will be 64. Mrs. E.
Jamieson will be 77 on 20th and Mrs. J.
W. Bonjour 78 on 23rd February.
Ambassador A. Daeniker (Berne) will be
79 on 24th of the month.

Congratulations and many happy
returns to all these readers and any others
who will be celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries within the coming month.

On 2nd February, it will be 35
years since the League of Nations Radio
became part of Swiss Radio, an important
event.

The 3rd February is the anniversary
of the death in 1832 of the Swiss
historian Karl Viktor von Bonstetten.

On 4th of the month it will be the
65th anniversary of the adoption of the
federal accident and sickness insurance
law.

An important date will be 17th
February, the 150th anniversary of the
death of Heinrich Pestalozzi, father of the
Swiss educational system.

The Swiss writer Ernst Zahn died
on 12th February 1952.

Inn on the Park. After dark

Apart from being quite the most
beautiful hotel in London, the Inn on
the Park is also quite
the most perfect
rendezvous.It’s the
place to meet after
dark, after theatre,
after a hard day’s
work, after anything.
It also lets you start

any evening as you
mean to go on. In style.

There’s the military splendour of
the Vintage Bar. Or the Four Seasons
Bar, just large enough to ensure that
the only thing that's crushed is the ice
in your drink. And speaking of
comfort, the Inn on the Park has one
of the few really civilised lounges left
in London.

In fact, such is the attraction of

starting or
concluding
any evening
atthe Innon -
the Park,that || —

people naturally T~
wish to spend the middle of it with
us as well. For these disceming
people we have a delicious
alternative.

L

The Vintage Room is that rare
thing. A sophisticated night spot
where you can dine like a king and
dance with your hands around your
partner, not your ears. Live music and

very much alive atmosphere till 2a.m.
For those for
whom gastronomic
pleasures are to
be taken seriously,
there is the Four
Seasons Room.
Unquestionably, this is one of
Europe’s finest restaurants. Created
by people who know about good
food for the remaining few who really
appreciate it. The service is pure

magic and the ambience pure Inn on
the Park. Try it. After dark.

lnnonthePark%

Hamilton Place,Park Lane, London, WI1A1AZ

For reservations telephone: 01-499 0888.
Ample car parking available.
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