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Features

romantic passion («Penthesileay).
In the Alpine valleys the ancient
natural yodel and the use of
original instruments have been
kept up; and in these days a well-
cared for musical life flourishes in
the whole Canton: choirs and
amateur orchestras. There have
been strong beginnings, too, of
amateur theatricals.

Neither poets, musicians, nor
painters and sculptors have an
easy life on such poor soil, trying
to break through to recognition
and to keep it. The almost ano-
nymous witnesses of arts and
crafts of former centuries (inlays,
decorative furniture, goldsmith’s
work etc.) make one guess that
not all creative forces have as yet
been awakened. The painter Hans
Schilter at Goldau, the painter
Lisbeth Schwander at Brunnen,
Maria-Luisa Wiget in Schwyz,
Joseph Rickenbacher at Steinen

Swiss Forests

Forestry and with it the various
branches of forestry science start-
ed as more or less independent
fields of knowledge not much
more than some 200 years ago.
The cause was a very extensive
lack of wood: what used to be
originally an inexhaustible reserve

and Joseph Nauer at Freienbach
shall be mentioned here, repre-
senting a number of other artists
still searching.

Customs

As everywhere else where wide
planes or woods and mountains
keep human settlements isolated
one from the other, many an old
wild custom has been preserved in
the Schwyz Alps, customs which
can only be explained by the soul’s
close relation with nature and
magic world perception. Today,
one is no longer conscious of the
roots of such customs, and espe-
cially with the people of Schwyz,
they are often covered with ration-
al coolness. Now the customs
simply appear in the annual calen-
dar; they belong to the seasons
and serve as a loosening and self-
portrayal of the individual and his
position, be he townsman or

of wood disappeared very sud-
denly with the advent of the tech-
nical era; consequences of many
kinds did not fail to appear. The
prophetic utterance by Chateau-
briand: «Les foréts précédent les
peuples, les déserts les suiventy,
has been proved right all too often
unfortunately also in the recent
past. At first, the young forestry
quite understandably modelled
itself on the experiences made by
the ancient agriculture.

An important and outstanding
feature of Swiss forestry is the
demand for continuity - called the
principle of permanence - which
has been anchored in the Federal
Forestry Law since 1902. What-
ever yield of the forest, be it timber
or other forest produce, be it
protection and welfare measures,
in other words services, is tied to
the «Infra-structure Foresty.

First Federal Forestry Law
Around the middle of the last

peasant. It is not the tourist with
his camera who provokes it, but
the delight in noise, movement
and high-spirited fun.

The exorcisms of early winter and
early spring are particularly noisy
manifestations. Just a few shall be
mentioned here: the grandiose
«Klausjagen» at Kussnacht when,
on St.Nicholas Day (6th Decem-
ber), figures in white shirts, wear-
ing man-high lit-up bishop’s
mitres dance around and create
an orgy of rythmic noise with bells,
horns and whips. At new year, the
farmers’ lads compete in whip
lashing with sounds like the crack-
ing of rifles across meadows and
in village lanes. Both the inner and
outer parts of Schwyz, above all
Einsiedeln, are obsessed by
hilarious masquerades at carnival
time.

Paul Kamer

in cooperation with Pro Helvetia

century, our country suffered a
number of natural catastrophes
which caused immense damage
and quite often brought with them
loss of life. Whilst Alpine valleys
suffered avalanches, landslides
and high-water, the lower regions
were afflicted by floods.

Experts on forestry and afforesta-
tion suspected a connection bet-
ween the state of the mountain
forests and flooding, and the
Swiss Society of Foresters sent a
request to the Federal Council in
1856 that it should ask for a report
on the state of high-mountain
woods from all Cantons which
had their own forestry administra-
tion.

The experts who investigated the
state of the woods established the
following facts:

- There is a direct connection bet-
ween the clearing of woodland in
the mountains and the waterflow
of rivers, avalanches and land-
slides.
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— As a result of the uncontrolled
cutting down of woods, the upper
timber line has been lowered and
the yield of alpine pastures reduc-
ed.

— By abusive exploitation of the
forests, they have lost their power
of resistance against avalanches
and falling stones.

— The woods are neglected.

- The beauty of the landscape is
spoilt by deforestation sites and
the consequences of cutting down
trees.

— The condition of mountain for-
ests not only affects the highland
Cantons, but the whole country;
for it is on that state that the water
distribution of the lowlands largely
depends.

- The supply of firewood and an
even water distribution in the
rivers must be secured in the
interest of trade and industry.

But with these findings, nature’s
equilibrium was by no means re-
established. In the days from 27th
September to 5th October 1868,
cloudburst-like rains caused dev-
astating damage in the Cantons of
Uri, St.Gall, the Grisons, Valais
and Ticino; boulderstone masses,
stone avalanches and rocks inun-
dated valleys and destroyed whole
villages. 50 dead persons were
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100 Years of Federal Forest Laws. The
first federal forest law regulating the utiliza-
tion and cultivation of forests at federal level
entered into force in 1876. The special
postage stamp designed by André Rosselet,
Auvernier, and depicting a well-tended
piece of woodland, calls attention to this
important enactment and to the vital eco-
logical role played by our forests.

Hiking Paths

astonishing climates.

Switzerland.

Switzerland offers a large selection of rambles to hiking tourists, which will satisfy
even the most demanding. Amongst the 40000 hiking paths, largely marked
uniformly by voluntary idealists, the hiker can find plenty on which he may, accord-
ing to his preference, roam the Jura, the Midlands or the Alps. Far removed from
noise and the pressure of every-day life, he discovers a varied landscape and many

Information may be had from the Office of SAW, Elsasserstrasse 40, 4056 Basle,

mourned, 41 in the Canton of
Ticino alone.

The tragic events and the report by
experts made it clear that the inter-
dependence of the regions and the
significance of the forest for the
whole country were undeniable.
Since the interest of the whole
country was at stake, the Con-
federation had to be given the
powers to intervene. A relevant
Constitutional Article which had
been missing in the Constitution
of 1848, was accepted in a federal
plebiscite on 19th April 1874. On
24th December of the same year,
the Federal Chief Inspectorate of
Forestry was created. In co-opera-
tion with the Swiss Society of
Foresters, various drafts for a
Federal Forestry Law were worked
out. On 24th March 1876, the
Federal Assembly accepted the
«Federal Law relating to federal
supervision of the Forestry Police
in the high mountainsy.

Under the Protection of the Forest
The relationship between men and
forest have changed fundamental-
ly in the course of Switzerland's
history of colonisation. Originally,
virgin forests covered the whole
country, right up to the treeline
conditional on the climate. Agri-
culturally useful land had to be
wrested laboriously from the virgin
forest. At the same time, this
introduced our cultural develop-
ment. For a long time, the settlers
in our country may have looked
upon the forest as a hostile natural
element. The realisation however
that the forest, too, had to be pro-
tected for the protection of man,
gained ground only very gradually.

Since then, the importance of the
protective powers of the woods
has been acknowledged more and
more strongly, especially with
regard to the increase in popula-
tion and the development of in-
dustrialisation and tourism, as well
as to the density of traffic and
communications. The forest stabi-
lises the steep mountain sides and
protects them against erosion,
landslides and falling stones. It
prevents the formation of avalan-
ches, regulates water distribution
and protects against high-water.

Forest Preserves

Natural wood preserves are wood-
lands which are perennially de-
prived of any human treatment: no
gathering of timber including dead
wood, no tending and no planting.
For this research, the Institute of
Afforestation of the ETH in Zurich
has at present over 30 such
preserves at its disposal, a total
area of over 700 hectares. They,
together with preserves which are
still to be created, have been
selected in such a way that one
day they will be representative of
the most important types of forest
in the varied parts of our country.
Apart from some woodlands
which have been protected for a
long time, such as the Aletsch
Forest, the preserves of Der-
borence amd Scatlé, most of the
preserves used to be utilized
economically. These virgin forests
of tomorrow are open-air labora-
tories which are already valuable
today, but which will in future be
of inestimable value not only to
foresters, but to all students of
natural history.
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