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LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR

The two articles in the recent editions of the Swz'ss Observer about au pair girls
have sparked off some interesting correspondence. The following two letters,
both from ladies interestingly enough, are worthy of publication without further
comment.

WGS

Sir,
/ have been interested in Mr.

Campbell's account on /he "au pair"
si/ua/ion as/was an "au pair" myself and
now employ an "au pair", ///come bach
io /his sub/ec/ - a/ /he risk o/ boring
your readers, bu/ / sha/Z be short - it is
because / disagree with Mr. CampbeZZ on
one point, that is Ze/ter fc,) o/ his Zist o/
criteria:

'The children, if any, shouid be at
Zazsf /2 years o/age"...

.First, one has to be reaiistic and
take in account that the "au pair" giri is

most needed when the chiidren are vezy

young and no Zonger when they are over
/2 years o/ age. Secondly, if wouid be

wise to enquire if the possibie
teenage-chiZdren are not at a boarding
schooi, in which case the bene/it o/ their
existence wouid be very smaZZ/or the "au

For Information, Advice or Help
contact the

SWISS WELFARE OFFICE

for young people

31 Conway Street London W1P 5HL
telephone 01-387 3608

t/nderground Sfaf/ons:
Great Port/and Street
H/arren Street

pair" girZ. FhirdZy, / have personaZZy
experienced that young chiidren offer a

very suitabie ground to practise the
fheoreficai knowledge f/zaf are those o/a
/orergn youngster: uniess they do not
understand, they do not bother if one
makes mistakes, which encourages one to
speak; even if the conversation with them
remains at a very Zow ZeveZ, inteZZecfuaZZy

speaking, it is, at Zeasf /or a start, a very
use/ui apprenticeship, especiaZZy when the
"au pair" giri has a very modest
knowiedge o/ Fnglz'sh, if any; /or a more
inteZZzgenf Fngiish the "au pair" giri has

at her disposai pienfy o/ /ree time to
attend ciasses.

Fo keep my promise, / finish my
comment.

Yours sincereiy
C. de Fscharner
London AW/.

Sir,
elfter your first arficie on the

sub/ect of /lu Fair giris, / and severai of
my coZZeagues feZt that you had printed a
one-sided view without sufficient
reporting and background knowiedge
from pro/essionaZs.

The second one, the version of Mr.
CampbeZZ in the September issue, reaZZy

demands a strong protest.
/ myseif am Swiss, principai of an

/lu Fair agency recognized by the F/G'/l
as weZZ as the Frifish CounciZ, working in

con/unction with the Freundinnen Funger
Maedchen — amongst others - known
weZZ by the Swiss churches and the Swiss

Fmbassy for now /J years, / can assure

you that the kind ofAu Fair position Mr.
CampbeZZ describes wouid put aZZ Flu Fair
agencies out of business.

Let's first take his minimum
criteria:

faf We certainiy agree that the
head of famiiy or spouse must be born in
Fngiand or be able to speak standard
Fngiish. /t seems that Mr. CampbeZZ does

not know the reguiafion of the LZome

Office which says we may /VOL piace/lu
Fair giris in the households of foreign
nafionais /'even Swiss,) unZess they have

dzplomafic status. That fakes care of that.

fbj /n these times of financial
stress, a ma/ority of our hostesses fthe
househoid wzfe-motherj either have a

part-time or a fuZZ-time fob. This is why
they need an Au Fair or for that matter
even can afford her. We accept these

famiiies oniy zf there is a cieaner for the
rough work such as f/oor poZz'shing, foz'Zef

and waZZ washing etc., zf the girZ can go at
Zeasf six hours weekiy fo an
Fngiish-language school and z's 7VOF

required to be on duty more than 25
hours a week.

fc,l Children of /2 years of over
have no need or even any use for an /lu
Fair z'n the home. 77zey go to school from
9 a.m. fo 5 p.m. and then have their
homework to do. The only time the /lu
Fair would be of any use is when the

parents go out evenings and need

someone to sleep in the house. There are
agencies specializing in Fngiish
babysitters for such occasions, a much
more economical way of solving that
problem, /n the few cases where families
have young children in addition fo
teenagers, the latter never have shown

any inclination to make friends with the
/lu Fair girl or take them along on their
outings. On the contrary: many of our
/lu Fairs complained about the disorder
of these youngsters and what they leave

behind when either studying for their
/1-ZeveZs or going fo work as school
leavers. SmaZZ children need Au Fairs to
help them get dressed, go for walks, play
and be bathed and put to bed. Their
vocabulary is often a much wider one
than the Au Fair will understand on
arrival. Somehow she has to start by
learning words like "hoovering, " babysit,
baked beans, etc.

Our conception of Miss /lu Fair
/975: The Strasbourg Convention gives
her a "guasi-studenf" status. Last year
Switzerland closed its doors fo forezgn Au
Fairs because they were grouped under

O/VPAGF Z

Autumn is the time for gathering in
crops and for g/Ving thanks. The
front pape picture, by courtesy of
SZVTO, shows farmers beside Lac
Le'man gathering /'n their grapes
ready for the new wine.
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LETTERS FROM

SWITZERLAND

by Gottfried Keller

LOVE WILL FIND A WAY!

"/oz-ezgn workers". We o/z/'ecZeb to Z/zz'x

be/z'zzz'/z'ozz azzb z'zzxz'xZeb Z/zey wez-e woz7:z'zz,g

/azzgwage sZzzbezzZx aZ z-ebzzceb /zozzz-x. .4s
xzzc/z, Z/zey zzzzzxZ fee gz'vezz Z/ze oppoztzzzzz'Zy

Zo /o//ow TTzzg/z'x/z /azzgzzag-e c/axsex, Z/zey
zzzzzxZ be zz-eaZeb ax zzzezzzbez-x 0/ Z/ze

/azzzz'/y, z'.e. eaZ wz'Z/z z/ze /az?zz'/y, xpeak zzz

Z/ze /zozzze ax Z/zozzg/z ozze 0/ Z/zez'z-

growzz-zzp c/zz'/bz-ezz, bzzZ/VCT zo be Zz-eaZeb

ax a "payz'zzg .gizexZ". zlx growzz-zzp
xZzzbezz/x, o/b ezzozzg/z Zo go z'zzZo azzoZ/zez-

cozzzz/zy, Z/zey x/zozz/b be ab/e Zo ozgazzz'ze
Z/zezr /zee Zz'zzze azzb pzfvaZe /z/e zzz azz

z'zzZe//zgezzZ zzzazzzzez*. C/zz/oz-ZzzzzaZe/y, zzzazzy
v4zz £az> gzz/x bo zzoZ avaz'/ Z/zezzzxe/vex 0/ zz//

Z/zzzZ Lozzbozz, z'Zx govezzzzzzezzZa/
z'zzxZz'ZzzZz'ozzx arzb agezzcz'ex, o/jfez- zzz Z/ze way
o//acz7z'Zz'ex. fezTzapx/z've pez cezzZ 0/ Z/zezzz

evez xee Z/ze 7?zz7z'x/z zzzzzxezzzzz. TTzbx azzb

bz'xcoZ/zegzzex zzze zzzoze zzz Z/zez'z /zzze. //we
zzze /zzeky, we cazz corzvz'zzce abozzZ 20 pez
cezzZ Zo /oz'zz ozze 0/ Z/ze zzzazzy xzzbxz'bz'zeb

azzb exZz-ezzze/y vazv'eb zeczezzZzozza/ c/zzxxes

o/fereb by z/ze TTbzzcaZz'ozz Cozzzzzzz'ZZee 0/
ezzc/z ôozozzg/z, c/axxex w/zeze z/zey czzzz

zzzeez Tfzzg/z'x/z keep-/z'z ezzZ/zzzxz'axZx oz /oz'zz

zzz /zobbz'ex xzzc/z ax /7owez z/ecozaZz'ozz,

ba//z-oozzz bazzcz'zzg, cezazzzz'cx, xpozZx eZc.

A /axZ woz-b ozz Z/ze /z'zzazzcz'a/

eozzzzzzz'Zzzzezzzx 0/ Z/ze £zzg/zx/z /zoxZexx: x/ze

zecez'vex a /ozezgzz gz'z/ zzz /zez /zozzxe/zo/b,

a/wayx azz z'zzZzzzxz'ozz /zowevez- zzz'ce z/ze gz'z/

zzzay be. 77ze zlzz Razr z'x wz7/z'zzg Zo /ze/p
wz'Z/z /zg/zZ /zoizxewoz/z zzzz<7 Z/ze caze 0/
c/zz'/bz-ezz /oz/z've azzb ozze-/za// /zozzzx a bay,
xz'x bayx a wee/: /oz azz avezage pockeZ
zzzozzey 0/ £6.00 a wee/: zzz Ttozzbozz. S/ze
ez'Z/zez wz'// be /zozzzexz'ck, /zave boy/h'ezzbx
cozzze Zo vz'xz'Z /zez, o/Zezz zzzake expezzxz've
Ze/ep/zozze ca//x Zo /ozezgzz cozzzzZzz'ex ozz

STA zzzz'xzzzzbez-xZazzb z'zzxZzzzcZz'ozzx zzz

£zzg/z'x/z zzz Z/ze /z'zxz Zwo zzzozzZ/zx wz'Z/z

xozzzeZz'zzzex bz'xaxZzotzx cozzxez?zzezzcex,

cozzzp/az'zz a/zozzZ Z/ze /00b, Z/ze zzpZzzz'zzgz'zzg

0/ Z/ze c/zz'/bz-ezz, Z/ze bz'xZazzcex z'n a zzza/oz

cz'Zy. /zz exc/zazzge /oz Z/zexe /z've azzb

ozze-/za// /zozzzx 0/ zzzzZzaz'zzeb /ze/p, Z/ze

/zoxZexx zzzzzxZ o//ez a pzz'vaZe bebz-oozzz,

zzzea/x, accexx zo Ze/evz'xz'ozz azzb o/Zezz baxz'c

Zzaz'zzz'zzg zzz /zozzxe/zo/b bzzfz'ex azzb

be/zavzozzz- w/zz'c/z Z/ze Azz Paz'z gz'z/'x owzz
zzzoZ/zez zzeg/ecZeb. We a// kzzow Z/zaZ a
zoozzz wz'Z/z Z/zzee z?zea/x, /zeaZ azzb /zoZ

waZez cazz /ezc/z a zzzz'zzz'zzzzzzzz 0/ £76.00
azzb a zzzaxz'zrazzzz 0/ £20.00 /zozzz a
/iz//-Zz'z?ze /ozezgzz xZzzbezzZ week/y. Abb Zo
Z/zz's £6.00 poc/ceZ zzzozzey azzb yozz cozz/b

a/fozb azz £'zzg/z'x/z c/zazwozzzazz wz'Z/zozzZ Z/ze

/azzgzzage Zzazzz'ez /z've /zozzzx a bay /oz /z've
bayx 0/ Z/ze wee/:. ZTzz'x x/zozz/b zzzake z'Z

ezzzz'zzezzZ/y c/eaz Z/zaZ ozz/y Mzzzzx wz'Z/z

xzzza// c/zz'/bzezz w/zo ez'Z/zez wozk oz /zave
Zoo zzzazzy c/zz'/bzezz Zo cope wz'Z/z aze zzz

zzeeb 0/ azz ^4 zz Pazz oz wz7/z'zzg Zo /zave ozze.
We aze /z'vz'zzg zzz 7975 azzb zzoZ zzz Z/ze Zz'zzze

0/ Z/ze "/zozzxe bazzg/zZezx"o/pze-waz.
Sz'zzce yozz /zave 7>eezz xo gezzezozzx zzz

gzazzZz'zzg xpace Zo £WO azZz'c/ex 6y
azzzaZezzzx ozz Z/ze xzz6/ecZ 0/ ^4zz £az'zx zzz

£'zzg/azzb, p/eaxe gzazzZ zzze Z/ze xazzze

gezzez-oxz'Zy zzz pz/Mx/zz'zzg w/zaZ a
pz-o/exxz'ozza/ /zas Zo say Zo Z:eep Z/ze z-ecozb
xzrazg/zz.

ybtzz-x xz'zzcere/y,
Mrs. 7?. A 7?eeby
/ozzbozz 5W20

During my long term as London
Correspondent for a Swiss newspaper I
occasionally wanted to get out of the
sphere of politics. I then did a number of
feature articles. One of these was about
odd professions or unusual means of
earning a living in England, on top of
which I listed the Toastmasters and their
guild with whom during my two terms as
President of the Foreign Press Association
I had had a lot to do. I also mentioned
the buskers and queue-entertainers and as
the oddest of all a fellow somewhere in
Bognor Regis. He specialised in cutting
and preparing rattan canes for beating
naughty boys with and did, so he
claimed, enormous business both inside
the United Kingdom and on the export
side.

But now I find it amusing to learn
about one Christian Roth, aged 30, who
has moved from his native Zürich to a

small village in the Canton of Aargau and
who makes a living by writing love letters
for shy males. He is a skilled lino-typist
and has written two novels and a number
of short stories. Before he sits down to
write a love-letter on commission he asks
for a detailed description of the lady to
whom the letter is addressed. Amongst
other things he wants to know her age,
the colour of her hair and eyes, whether
she is the emancipated type, whether gay

by nature or inclined to be sad, and also
if her taste is conservative of if she is

progressive in her views and ways.
"No love-letter" Ruth says, "is

similar to another one. Love-letters are
not mass-produced." However, there has
been such a rate of success with his
letters, that he has become known and
has actually come under some pressure.
His tarif varies. Chaps who make a

well-heeled impression pay 50.- Francs
(approx. $9.50) per letter, but fellows
who are obviously poor pay a nominal fee

or nothing at all. And here, taken and
translated from a Zürich paper, is an
example of Roth's art: "I have only seen

you for a short moment, but dreamt of
you the whole night. The picture will not
fade from my mind: In a blue, thin dress

you walked through the street. Your
body was swinging lightly on your long,
shapely legs. Dark, silky hair played
about the face with the two gay eyes. In
my mind I followed you step by step and
tried to reach and catch you. But you
kept escaping until suddenly we found
ourselves again in a dreamlike park. And
where do we go from here'This I intend
to tell you when we meet again, for one
thing is certain for me: I just have to see

you again and my dream has to become
reality. When and where do we meet? "

Lovely, isn't it-but 50.- Francs still
seems a little steep to me.
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