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SWISS MULE SAFARI

An unforgettable adventure on
alpine trails from Haute-Nendaz to
Grimentz (Valais) or vice-versa. Meeting
point is Sion (the programme starts on
Sunday and ends on Saturday).
All-inclusive rate per person for
accommodation in tourist class hotels for
six nights/seven days, all meals as per
programme, wine, coffee and liqueur on
the last day, hire of mule (one mule for
two persons), services of a qualified guide
muleteer and a hostess throughout,
insurance: SFr 735.

Dates: every week from 4 May to 5

July and from 31 August to 25 October.
For information and enrolment

contact Welcome Swiss Tours, 7 Avenue
Benjamin-Constant, 1003 Lausanne/
Switzerland.

MODEL CHEESE DAIRY AT
GRUYERES

The Gruyeres Model Cheese Dairy
is open to visitors daily from 06.00 to
18.00 hours, offering an audio-visual slide
show and, during the summer, a hostess
service.

Cheese is made daily except
Sundays between 07.00 and 11.00 hours.

An explanatory leaflet in English is
available from Fromagerie de
demonstration, 1663 Gruyeres/
Switzerland.

REOPENING OF ALPINE PASSES IN
THE GRISONS

As a result of a plebiscite held in
Canton Grissons in October last year, the
cantonal budget for snow-clearing will be
reduced by 10 per cent, thus achieving a

saving of some three-quarter of a million
francs.

The following alpine passes will
remain closed longer this spring than in
previous years, if delayed snow-clearing
will result in a substantial saving: Albula,
Lukmanier, Oberalp, San Bernardino,
Splügen, Umbrail. The Flüela Pass (Davos
— Susch), which is usually kept open the
whole year, may be closed for short
periods.

All cantonal main roads which are
kept open in winter will only in
exceptional cases be serviced between
22.00 and 06.00 hours.

ART ON WALKING TOURS IN THE
TICINO

To mark the European
Architectural Heritage Year 1975, the
Ticino Tourist Association is organising
walking tours to places of cultural
interest.

The 15 tours, ranging from half an
hour to two hours' walking, cover all
areas of Switzerland's southernmost
canton: from the towns of Ascona,

Bellinzona, Biasca, Locarno and Lugano
to side-valleys such as the Valle Maggia,
Val Bavona, Blenio, Leventina, Verzasca,
Malcantone, Gambarogno, Mendrisiotto
and Ceresio.

A guide (in German language)
describing the places of historical interest,
routes, parking places, etc, is available
free of charge from Ente ticinese per il
turismo (ETT), Piazza Nosetto, 6501
Bellinzona/Switzerland.

ZURICH, A FASHION CENTRE

The first International Buyers' Fair
for Women's Clothes and Accessories,
Modexpo, will take place in Zurich in the
spring of 1976. This event, which will be
held twice a year — in the spring and
autumn — open to both Swiss and
foreign manufacturers and agents, will
make Zurich an international rendezvous
for both sellers and buyers of women's
ready-to-wear clothes.

The fair, which will be organised by
the Swiss Fashion Weeks' Association and
placed under the patronage of the Swiss
Clothing Industry Association, will
complete and extend the traditional Swiss
Fashion Weeks.

At Modexpo, buyers from all
continents will be able to see for
themselves the importance and
achievements of the Swiss clothing
industry, which is coming up against
increasingly strong foreign competition.
Even before the abolition of tariffs in
Western Europe, foreign trade was
extremely keen in the clothing sector;
and it is particularly important for Swiss
industry, enabling it not only to diversify
its markets abroad but above all to
manufacture sufficient quantities for
rational production.

For a total clothing consumption
estimated at 3.6 billion francs, more than
40% is covered by imports; on the whole,
Switzerland exports about one-sixth of
her output, estimated at 2.4 billion
francs; for fashion reasons, trade is even
more active in the women's ready-to-wear
clothing sector.

OPENING OF LUGANO'S NEW
CONGRESS CENTRE

Lugano's new Congress Centre was
opened in April. Not the least of its
special features is the way the modern
building has been blended with the Villa
Ciani, a classical-style patrician house
which is linked to it for smaller events.
The new building with an area of 4,500
square metres, can accommodate 1,300
congress participants. The main congress
hall, shaped like an amphitheatre with an
orchestra pit that can be lowered, seats
1,250 people. Restaurants and bars are
located on the ground floor. The lower
ground floor contains another conference
hall, artists' rooms and press room while
the upper storey houses the banqueting
hall (900 places), two conference rooms
and a spacious lounge.

OBITUARIES

EMIL RITZMANN

It is with deep regret that we have
to inform our readers of the death of Mr
Ritzmann on Sunday 27 April. He was 74
years of age and spent his working life
with the Swiss Bank Corporation, joining
them in Basle in 1917. He moved to the
bank's London office in June 1924 and
was Chief Executive of the Accountancy
Section, he was promoted in June 1947
to the rank of Attorney. Returning to
Basle in 1951 he was promoted
successfully to Inspector in August 1951
and Sub-Manager in 1957.

Whilst in the United Kingdom Mr
Ritzmann was very involved with and
took a lively interest in the Swiss Colony
being a familiar figure at the various Swiss
Clubs and functions organised by them.
He was also a moving figure in the 1st
August Celebrations and did a

tremendous amount of work to make
these a success. In addition he was a great
sportsman in his heyday, an excellent
tennis player and a creditable exponent
of hockey. He represented the Swiss Bank
in both these fields. Among his other
attributes was a fine voice and he sang for
many years with the Swiss Male Choir,
now unhappily defunct.

Mr Ritzmann was a long time
reader of the Swiss Observer and we are
grateful to Mrs Ritzmann who has already
informed us that she wishes the
subscription to be carried on in her name.

Latterly Mr Ritzmann and his wife
lived at Arlesheim, Bodenweg 28, 4144
Switzerland.

We extend our sincere sympathy to
Mrs Ritzmann in her sad loss.

MR ALOIS BÜRGISSER

It is with great regret that we have
to announce the death of Mr Biirgisser on
16 April 1975. He died after a short
illness at his home in Dunfermline at the
age of 68.

Mr Biirgisser, a native of Bürg,
Neuhaus, Kt St Gallen, went to Scotland
in 1932 and joined the Winterthur Silk
Factory. In 1935 he became a co-founder
of Fife Silk Mills where he held the post
of Managing Director. In 1936 he assisted
in bringing the Dunfermline Swiss Club
into existence and was at one time
Chairman; he has been an honorary
member for several years. Mr Bürgisser
always took a very keen interest in the
Club's affairs and in addition acted as

Auditor to the Swiss Benevolent Fund in
Scotland.

Mr Bürgisser is survived by his wife,
son and daughter, to whom deepest
sympathy is extended.
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