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In our December 1974 edition,
under the title «The Fund in
pictures» page 5 and under the
diagram B, you must read
Annual savings deposits
instead of «Single savings de-
positsy

The new system of information
for all Swiss abroad

History

Thanks to the umbrella organiza-
tion of Swiss societies in Italy and
its then President, Dr. Emilio Stef-
fen, a regular paper could be
started in 1968, which, thanks to
the Federal Political Department,
could be sent to all registered
Swiss in Italy. Encouraged by this
step and supported most assidu-
ously by the former President of
the Union of Swiss Societies in
France, Mr Paul Gruaz, and the
present Vice-President, Mr Jean
Jacot, as well as by Minister
Maurice Jaccard, Ead of the Office
for the Swiss Abroad at the Federal
Political Department, the Secre-
tariat of the Swiss Abroad worked
out a project for an information
periodical for the Swiss in France,
where nearly a third of all Swiss
Abroad are resident.

At two special meetings in Lyon
and at the 47th Assembly of the
Swiss Abroad in Montreux, the
project was given concrete form.
The Secretariat, though, had to
give up its dream of an «echo
mondialy for financial reasons.
For the first time, in December
1970, it became possible to issue
the first number of this new means
of communication to all registered
Swiss in France. It had an imme-
diate favourable response.

Structure

The Commission of the Swiss
Abroad of the NHS gave a man-
date to the Commission on In-
formation to evolve a comprehen-
sive system of information for
all Swiss abroad. Immediately,
close co-operation with the Fed-
eral Political Departement began.
In any case, expenditure and
distribution throughout the world
can only be undertaken by that
authority. The new publication

replaces all official bulletins of
Swiss diplomatic and consular
missions and makes it possible to
send the said official information
to all registered Swiss abroad.
The Commission on Information
from and to «Fifth Switzerlandy
has, as its task to promote and
develop information to our com-
patriots abroad. Apart from the
«Review» which everybody re-
ceives, the Commission on Infor-
mation deals with the following
publications:

a) «echoy, the monthly periodical
of the Secretariat of the Swiss
Abroad, which imparts topical
news, exclusive interviews and
commentaries, as well as an-
nouncements of special interest.
Every Swiss abroad who would
like to get to know his homeland
better and wants to be fully in-
formed about decisions taken at
home, which are of importance to
him, will value this periodical
greatly on account of the choice
of articles and numerous illustra-
tions. The «echo» is obtainable by
way of subscription, and the
Secretariat of the Swiss Abroad
will be pleased to supply you with
details.

b) «Weltschweizer», the publica-
tion for the young Swiss abroad,
which appears five or six times
per annum, and is sent free of
charge to young Swiss abroad
between 15 and 25 years of age.
Anyone over 25 who would like to
go on receiving this very interest-
ing periodical, can do so by paying
a modest annual subscription. In
every issue, a topic of interest to
young Swiss abroad is treated. In
addition, it contains announce-
ments by the Youth Service,
especially regarding the various
camps and special events.
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