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MESSAGE FROM YOUR EDITOR
At Christmas and the New Year it is

only natural that our thoughts should
turn to absent friends and relatives and
the land of our origin. Many of us will, of
course, be spending the holiday in
Switzerland but many will not. Common
bonds will, I am sure, bind all together
during the festivity.

To reflect personally for just a

moment, I must offer my most sincere
thanks to the many members of the
Colony who have given me so much help,
encouragement and support during the
few short months I have been privileged
to act as editor of the Swiss Observer. 1

have received many letters, all of which
were much appreciated, and look forward
to receiving many more in the future.

During my tenure in office it has

been my sad duty to publish a number of
obituaries. This sadness has, however,
been partially offset by the knowledge
that the Swiss Observer is still fulfilling
what 1 see as its prime function - to
provide news about the Colony and keep
readers informed of some of the more
important and interesting events which
take place in Switzerland.

Looking ahead, I hope we can all
continue to work together to help keep
the Swiss O/zserver interesting. This can
only be done with your help, each and

every one of you. Please let me have your
news, views and ideas and do, please,
introduce your paper to as many people
as possible.

All that remains is for me to wish

you all a very happy Christmas and
health, prosperity and tranquillity in
1976 and beyond.

May your God go with you.
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Literary
Honours for
Marie-José

Mzne-/osé Lïguef was torn in
Cime/, Eaud, Switzerland, on 27sf ApnV,
7947. 7/er /aiTzer was a mem/zer o/ a
we//-/mown wafc/zmafcing/anzi/y /rom tize
Ed//ée de doux, and a wair/zma/rer
izimse// L/er nzo/Tzer, wizo /ives in Gz'mei,
is a mem/zer o/ fize Swiss /zzmi/y o/ De
7?onnevi//e

TWarie-dosé was edncafed at
Au/zonne and Lausanne. Trained /zrsf as a
seeretazw in Commerce w/zere size

received a TDipioma, t/zen in t/ze Canfonai
7/ospifa/ o/ Lausanne wizere size Zzecame a
S7Î7V. Size visited Lng/and w/zere size

faugizf T^rezzciz.

Size is married to Lionei Adzzgizt, a

painter and a mem/zer o/ an oid
7/ampsizire /amz'/y, and a descezzdant o/
fize zzoveiist dane Austen. 77zey iive in
Corzzwaii.

7zz 797J size izad izer /zrsf novei
pzziziisized - Reviens Ma Douce /'editions
Perfi/ Ga/iand, Kevey, Swz'fzer/azzd/ Lizis
won fize Prix Georges TVico/e, a premier
Lrenciz-Swiss /z'ferazy ztward, and tizis year
fize sanze ZzooZ: received fize Prix
A/pes-dzzra, a Prezzciz iiterary prize, /oizzt/y
witiz Pro/essor deazz-Ciznstiazz Spaizzzi /or
izz's /zooL Les Indiens des Andes.

Apart /rom wnfz'ng, izer cizie/
interests are expiorizzg fize countryside,
garde/zizzg, and cooLizzg a/ter Mzpie
Lazzfrec.

A synopsis o/ Marie-dosé's ZzooP

runs as /o/iows:
doei/e, fize izeroine, gets fize urge to

escape /rom izer vi/iage, to tramp fize
wor/d. Size goes to Perne, worLs in
Lausanne fizen Lng/and wizere size meets
Mortimer. 7/er /afizer dies. 77ze /aines o/
izer cizi/dizood izaunt izer. Tier mofizer
wants izer to come izaci:,' Mortimer ca/is

to izer /rom Lng/and. Size is torn izefween
tize /orests and /dfces o/ izer Switzeriand
and tize coasts and rocirs o/ Lng/and.
Mortimer's past remains a mysfezy untii
size discovers in a pond o/ izis cizi/dizood
fize de/icafe trace o/ izer own /aines.

Marie-José Piguef, a Swiss writer w/zo das
izeen honoured for izer /zooir 'Leidens Ma
Douce'. Marie-Jose is married to arf/'sf
/./'one/ /OzigTzf vvizo is a descendant of
Jane Austen.
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