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The St. George's Hotel, which is in
Langham Place, next to the West End
BBC Headquarters, is managed by Mr.
P. R. Spittler, a Swiss hotelier and
restaurateur who has been a resident in
Britain for more than ten years. The
Summit Restaurant of the St. George's
will be presenting typical Swiss
specialities in the near future.

J.S.

A VISIT TO THE KENSINGTON
HILTON

The employees of the new
Kensington Hilton were surprised to see a

group of visitors who differed somewhat
from their usual clientèle. On Sunday,
17th December, the youth group of the
French-speaking Swiss parish toured this
magnificent 640-room hotel opened only
six months ago under the guidance of
Marcel Christinat, Assistant Minister at
the Swiss Church. A French girl called
Françoise working at the reception let the
party into the various departments of the
hotel, which was relatively empty (about
40 per cent occupancy) owing to the
off-season. The occupancy figure will rise
to over 80 per cent by the end of March

and be accounted for mainly by
indefatigable parties of Japanese on a

tour of Europe with their heavy and

costly camera kits. Françoise explained
that the Americans were also important
customers. But the hotel also expected
many French and German guests, and
even a few Swiss!

The au pair girls who constituted
nearly all the party were delighted to see
trim little rooms equipped with
automatic breakfast and drinks
dispensers, all of which were constantly
monitored by a central computer. Despite
their small size, the cost of spending a

night in one of these rooms amounted to
three times the weekly pocket money of
the country lasses who viewed them with
wondrous eyes! The group was then
shown round the reception and its
ultra-modern electronic room monitoring
system. Françoise explained that to
achieve complete automation of the room
control system, which includes such
things as occupation, payment and
cleaning, all that would be required is a

television camera in each room which
would allow the Reception to know at
any one time whether they were ready
for cleaning and inspection. This would

save additional labour. As a matter of
fact, such a system will eventually be
installed. Attesting to the manpower
saved by the introduction of this
electronic gadgetry is the fact that a staff
of about 200, or one person for three
rooms — much more than in more ancient
hotels — is enough to keep the
Kensington Hilton operating. Not only is
it enough to keep it operating, but also to
make it very profitable right from the
start.

The visit ended with a visit to the
kitchen and its almost exclusively

Swiss Hostel for Girls
9, Belsize Grove

London, NW3 4UX

77?e present res/'c/enr WARDE/V w/'//
be /eai//n<7 soon an<7 we are /ook/ngr
for a person capab/e of rt/nn/np fbe
ffosfe/ w/'fb approx. 70 quests.
f?ewarb/np pos/'f/on for so/fab/e
app/fcant. R/ease contact A4r. £.
Robert, /Von. Secretary, at Sw/'ss
Embassy, fe/. 07-725 070/, ext. 275,
for further be fa/Vs.

Swiss Industries Fair
in Basle

with European Watch,
Clock and Jewellery Fair

30 March to 8 April 1974

The European Watch,
Clock and Jewellery
Fair in Basle:
the World Event
of the Industry

•Sw/'ss Co/7St//77er Goot/s Fa/>

and Zratfe exb/'b/Z/oo a/merf at rte b/p
furopea/7 marAeZ w/'Zb a/7 /oZernaZ/ona/
/a/?5re o/ proc/i/cte;

textiles, furniture, books, household
machines and household goods,
light fittings, camping,
office and factory fittings,
industrial supplies,
many special exhibitions:
fashion, telecommunications,
service undertakings,
time measurement, creative jewellery

a/ ooe of rte mos/ /'mpo/ZaoZ foca/po/'pZs
/r? z/?e bear/ 0/ Zbe fz/ropeap mar/re/

42 acres of exhibition halls
2,500 exhibitors
424,000 entrance tickets
sold in 1 973
Catalogue available
from mid-February 1974

Information and leaflets
available from Swiss embassies,
consulates and Chambers of
Commerce, Swiss tourist offices
and Swissair, or direct from
the Swiss Industries Fair,
P.O. Box, CH-4021 Basle
Phone 061 - 32 38 50
Telex 62685 fairs ch

NEALE & WILKINSON Ltd

/We/7?6e/\s o/ ftt/waR

Member of fbe Co/7SZar7f//?e Group

REGULAR ROAD SERVICE TO SWITZERLAND
AND OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

78 BROADWAY, STRATFORD, LONDON E15 1NG
TELEPHONE: 01 519 3232 Telex: 897666
CABLES: 'EVERYWHERE' LONDON E15

21



continental staff. The girls from Fribourg
and Vaud then enjoyed a two-hour chat
in the lounge. They baulked at the cost of
a cup of tea (20 pence) but the
atmosphere was well worth it!

WELFARE OFFICE
for

SWISS GIRLS IN GREAT BRITAIN
(For Information, Advice or Help)

31 Conway Street, London, W.l
(Nearest Underground Station:

Warren Street)

Telephone: 01-387 3608

RECEPTION HOURS

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment

Swiss
Observer
SubscriptionPIForm-Page 26

WEDDING AT LEEDS

We have great pleasure in
announcing the marriage of Mss Co//effe
L«eZ>mY, daughter of Professor Jean

Philippe and Mrs. Lucile Inebnit, of La
Capucine, 15 The Drive, Adel, Leeds 16,
to Mr. Sac?/ Lenz, of Kilchberg,
Switzerland. The couple were married
during a Quaker ceremony at the Friends
Meeting Flouse at New Adel Lane, Leeds.

We should like to congratulate
them both and wish them every happiness
for the future.

FORTHCOMING
CULTURAL EVENTS

Thursday, 2nd April. Queen Elizabeth
Hall, 7.45 p.m. "4 pieces breves"
by the Geneva composer LranL
Mzrfz'n are among the works
performed in a guitar recital by
Michael Lorimer.

Thursday, 11th April. Purcell Room, 7.30
p.m. Refer //«mLe/ (flute) and
Harold Lester play works by Bach,
Devienne, Filcher, Roussel and
Francais.

Saturday, 20th April. Purcell Room, 7.30
p.m. ,4««e Ga//ey plays harpsichord
works by Francois and Louis
Couperin, Forqueray, Rameau and
Duphly.

Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. The
Swiss singer LVz'c Tizppy sings the
title role in a new production of La
C/emenza riz 7Yfo by Mozart.
Performances start at 7.30 p.m. on

636-3762-3

SP£C/ALZI^
SyAQS>4G£S

CHEESE
&

PPESH MEAT

(RAIL & PARCEL SERVICE)

4 Charlotte St.,
LONDON, W1P 1HE

I am interested in buying a Swiss stamp
collection or accumulation lots of older
issues. Offers with full details to: Mr.
E. M. Huber, 10 Linton Lawns, Golf
Links Road, Ferndown, Dorset.

Birmingham-based Swiss business
aircraft operator would appreciate
opportunity to uplift light freight
to/from Basle. Customs clearance at
Birmingham airport. Write or telephone
Midland Aero Charter (Birmingham) Ltd.,
75 Woodcote Avenue, Kenilworth, Warks.
CV8 1BG England. Tel: 0926 55148.

IF
EASTER /W SW/TZERLAA/D

/nc/us/Ve arrangements to Z10?/CH & BASLE

from £30

FLIGHT PROGRAMME BV JET AIRCRAFT FROM GATWICK & HEATHROW AIRPORTS

Departure 11th April
(from London)

Return 15th April
Or

(from Zurich) 16th April

for reservations:- Keyline Travel Service Ltd.,
53 Trinity Road,
Wimbledon, S.W.19.
Tel. No. 01-540-7268

Atol. 124BC
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