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The youth clubs of the three churches
also had their stalls, selling books,
candles, hand-made bracelets and various
baubles, decorated matchboxes, em-
broidered plate-rests and kitchen articles.

Cervelas and other typical Swiss
fare were on sale, and a great many tables
had been laid out for lunch. But the
latecomers found all those good things
had been snapped up and had to be
content with tea, sandwiches and cakes.

A lively and friendly atmosphere
prevailed throughout the afternoon. The
occasion was ideal for meeting old
friends. The young people of the three
churches added to the gaiety of the

Bazaar and, although sales were
slackening toward four o’clock, there was
still ~ plenty of movement and

conversation in the great hall, rented for
the afternoon at the cost of £80.

The two treasurers, Mr. Bertin and
Mr. Oggier, were busy tying together
wads of banknotes and totting up figures.
They had taken over £2,000 with some
selling still going on.

Two vyears ago, the Bazaar had
netted £1,900 so that the figure obtained
on Saturday  2nd November had just
about kept abreast of inflation.
Considering the difficulty of the times,
there were sufficient reasons to be
satisfied with the results of this 1974
Bazaar.

Comment

THE CONFEDERATION BLAMED FOR
OVERSPENDING

The 1975 Federal Budget passed by
the Federal Council amounted to a record
14,727 million francs (or about £2,000m).
Although the Government had tried very
hard to cut down on expenditure, this
budget was still 14.5 per cent larger than
the previous one. It has grown markedly
faster than the Gross National Product,
which has expanded by about 9-10 per
cent. Moreover, the growth in federal
expenditure has overshot the 12 per cent
mark which had been mutually agreed in
1972 by the Federation and the Cantons
to prevent the economy from overheating.
The Confederation had then taken the
initiative in showing the Cantons a good
example of restraint. The great majority
of Cantons were in fact until recently
heavily overspending.

Unfortunately, the present federal
budget, which will probably be subjected
to several cuts during the December
parliamentary session, is also in excess of
revenue to the tune of 594 million francs,
or 4 per cent of the total. This sum will
add to the National Debt. The situation
could become more drastic for Mr.
Georges Henri Chevallax, Head of the
Department of Finance, if the people
decide on 8th December to block an
increase on Turnover Tax designed to
bring an extra (and already budgeted)
685 million francs in the coffers of the
Federal State, and if the people stand
against the 10 cent per litre surcharge on
petrol which was planned to net some
570 million francs. The people will
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probably be called to vote on this
surcharge some time next year in a
Referendum. If the Federal Government
be faced with a double “no”, it would
suffer from a shortfall of income of 1,255
million francs.

Judging from several recent polls on
communal and cantonal tax increases, the
Swiss people are in no mood to pay for
more taxes, even though the level of
Swiss taxation is considerably lower than
elsewhere in Europe, particularly Britain.
This has led a great many papers to
denounce the Government’s “unthrifti-
ness” and accuse it of adding to the
woes of inflation. Other papers, more
sympathetic  to  the Govemment,
wondered on the contrary whether this
particular controversy didn’t cast some
doubts on the easiness of launching
initiatives liable to slow down the process
of running the country.

In this case, the Government has
some valid excuses for “overspending.” In
the first place, it has lopped off some 670
million  francs from the earlier
requirements of the various departments
and compressed expenditure to the
lowest realistic limits. In particular, there
has been a clamp-down on the
recruitment of new staff in the Federal
Administration, whose budget has only
increased by 2 per cent, infinitely less
than the current rate of inflation.

The main cause of the State’s
excess of expenditure over income lies
with a 22 per cent increase in the Social
Services budget, which at 3,270 million
francs is by far the most important item.
As the Confederation carries 25 per cent
of Old Age Insurance and Social Security
burden, it is no wonder that the
considerable increases provided by the
8th Revision of Old Age Insurance should
have produced a heavy cost overrun.
Defence spending has also increased by
20 per cent because of the growing cost
of equipment. The budget also provides
for 331 million francs in foreign aid, or
0.2 per cent of the Gross National
Product.

The main heading of the budget are
the following: Defence 2,946 million
francs, Social Services (ie Old Age
Insurance) 3,270 million francs,
Communications (roads) 2,128 million
francs, Education and Research 1,536
million francs, and Agriculture 1,379
million francs. Other federal commit-
ments totalling 3,468 million francs
include: Administration, Justice, Police,
Foreign Policy, Culture, Sports, Public
Health, Hunting, Fishing Waterway and
Anti-Avalanche works, Forestry, Indus-
try, Support to Cantons and equalisation,
Handicraft Industry and Commerce.

Federal expenditure has increased
by three-quarters since 1970. This reflects
the growing weight of the Confederation
in the affairs of the country. The central
government in Berne is increasingly called
to assume financial burdens which
Cantons are not in a position to carry.
These increased commitments, matched
by a growing centralisation in many other
fields as well, can only be faced by

increasing the Federal Revenue. This of
course means more taxes, something
which would appear easy enough in a
country like Britain, where taxes
appear and disappear depending on which
party is in power and whether the mood
is for reflation or deflation. But in
Switzerland, federal taxes are a constitu-
tional issue and must therefore be ap-
proved by the people in a Referendum.
The Swiss are, like most people, attached
to their well-being and likely to bring any
new tax proposals under the closest
scrutiny. Given this, they can’t really
blame the Government for spending a
little more money than the people are
prepared to give on projects wanted by
everybody.

LETTER FROM
SWITZERLAND

“Service Compris”

On July 1st, this year, the Federal
Council decreed the first nationwide
collective agreement for the catering
trade to be in force. From that day
onwards the “Service Compris”-System
became compulsory in all hotels,
restuarants, canteens and other catering
establishments. At the same time it was
decreed that prices could only be
increased by the amount of the correct
service charge and no more.

Since July 1st the Federal Office
for the Surveillance of Prices, Wages and
Profits, known as the Pricewatcher’s
Bureau, has had to deal with around 700
complaints from the consuming public.
These concerned, interestingly enough,
mainly coffee and beer and came chiefly
from the regions of Zurich and Geneva.
All  these complaints had to be
investigated and in some 300 cases the
Pricewatcher accepted the caterer’s plea
that his price increase for coffee was not
unreasonable, since he had not increased
his prices for wine at all. Legally the onus
for proving that a price increase is
unreasonable rests with the Pricewatcher
and this presupposes a very complicated
analysis of the whole costing system of a
particular establishment.

If the Pricewatcher comes to the
conclusion that a caterer has increased his
price unduly, he has two possibilities of
action. Possibility number one consists of
a recommendation to the effect that
certain prices should be decreased by
such and such an amount. If the
recommendation is of no avail, the
Pricewatcher can issue an injunction,
which, if not followed, can lead to a
criminal  indictment. = Whether  an
injunction, once issued, is obeyed or not
is a matter for checking up by the local
trade police (Gewerbepolizei). In cases of
downright disobedience the caterer is
hauled before a court, which can either
send the latter to prison or impose a fine
of up to 100,000 francs (approximately
£14,200) on him. If a court imposes any
such penalty, the caterer has the right of
appeal, first to the Federal Economic
Department in Berne and in the last
instance to the Federal Court in
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Lausanne. Up to the moment of writing
no court case has, as yet, occurred. There
is, however, one case pending in which,
according to official information, a
particular caterer “‘does not seem to be
inclined to obey an injunction” and
which, ultimately, might lead him into
court.

While, as has been shown, the
Pricewatcher has certain powers, his
ability of correcting prices and thus
combating  the  price-inflation s,
unfortunately, small. His price-correcting
function has only an infinitesimal effect
on the cost of living index, since food and
beverages in catering establishments
influence the index merely on the fringe.
Nevertheless it has been proved that the
Pricewatcher’s activities do have a
deterrent effect on many hoteliers and
restaurateurs and this in itself is a
welcome development.

Gottfried Keller

SOME SWISS WHO
MADE IT IN LONDON

by Anne Cendre

Swiss landmarks in London are by
no means confined to the Swiss Centre,
the Swiss Church or Swiss Cottage (which
is Swiss only in name). A study of the
A-to-Z London Atlas will show that three
streets bear the name of Geneva, two of
Lausanne (one of which has a “‘Swiss
Tavern”) and one of Neuchatel. These
streets are to be found in very different
areas of London. There is, for example,
a Geneva Road in Brixton leading to
Geneva Terrace. It is in a rather rundown
area under redevelopment. Some while
ago, many of the houses were empty with
their doors and windows hoarded up to
prevent the invasion of squatters. The
road presents a dreary sight and is used
by few passers-by, who are for the most
part coloured.

The names of Geneva, Lausanne
and Lucerne can also be seen on a pillar
at St. Pancras Station, possibly indicating
the former destinations of Continental
departures.

Many interesting facts on the
history of the Swiss of Britain are to be
found in a series of articles by Mr. Beat
de Fischer, former Swiss Ambassador in
London, for the magazine “Versailles”
published in part by the Foundation for
the history of the Swiss abroad.

Ambassador de Fischer thus tells
his Swiss readers, to their surprise, that
the bicycles they used to go to school
with in the days when traffic was a little
more manageable may have been of
genuine Swiss origin although
British-made. Renold, founder of a
prosperous bicycle factory of that name,
was an industrialist from Aargau who
came to settle in Britain.

Schweppes is a household name in
the whole world, but few people are
aware that it comes from Jean-Jacques
Schweppe, a German who came to
Geneva, married there and became a
Geneva citizen before coming to Britain
to make a fortune. He sold his soda water
in spherical bottles called “drunken
bottles” designed in such a way that their
cork was wet all the time and prevented
the carbonic gas from escaping.

Closely allied to Schweppe products
are the syphons one refills at the off-
licence up the road. They were likewise
invented and manufactured by a Swiss,
a certain Eugster who hailed from Canton
Appenzell. Imperial Chemical Industries,
one of Britain’s largest undertakings, was
the offspring of a chemical factory foun-
ded by a “Zurcher,” Sir John Brunner.
Madame Tussaud was a Bernese,
Glyndebourne Festival was launched by a
Mr. Christie who descended from the
Christins of Fribourg. Roget’s Thesaurus
was compiled by the Genevese Pierre
Marc Roget, and Louis Necker, another
Genevese, was the first to draw Scotland’s
geological map.

Geneva has in fact played a most
important role in the life of the British.
Thus the Royal Academy of Arts had a
Genevese President named Auguste
Carlini, and one of the first Editors of the
Penguin collection was called Rieu and
was of Genevese origin.

Had Germaine Necker, the future
Madame de Stael, listened to her mother,
she would have married William Pitt. She
refused as she found that the English
Statesman’s nose was too long and that
she -disliked London’s weather. But later
Madame de Stael was scheming to wed
her own daughter Albertine to Byron,
while her mother had in her time been
courted by Gibbons.

Despite London’s fog, Germaine de
Stael made several trips to the city where
she had many friends. London had a
flourishing Genevese colony in those
days. She was greatly appreciated in
English society for her wit. Byron
considered her as the most distinguished
woman writer of the Century.

In more recent times, one of the
stars of the most successful musical of the
sixties, “Hair”, was a Swiss: Olivier
Tobias, son of the famed German actress
Maria Becker. There are several other
eminent Swiss artists in Britain, including
the pianist Albert Ferber and the singer
Hugues Cuenod. Many more artists,
although not living in this country, make
London their regular port of call. One of
them is the organist Lionell Rogg. Hardly
a season passes by without a full house
seeing him take the organ at the Royal
Festival Hall.

SWISS LIFE ASSURANCE BENEFITS:
OVER ONE BILLION IN 1973

In 1973, for the first time, the
benefits paid out by Swiss life assurance
companies topped the billion franc mark.
Out of the 56,778 persons who died in
Switzerland during that year, 10,909, i.e.
over one in every five, possessed a life
assurance policy. Benefits paid out

United Kingdom Head Office for
Administration & Service:
Victory House, Havant Street,
Portsmouth PO1 3EZ.

Telephone: Portsmouth 22200
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ZURICH INSURANCE COMPANY
A limited company incorporated in Switzerland in1872.

THE BEDFORD GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD.
A member of the British Insurance Association.

THE BEDFORD LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD.
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United Kingdom Executive
Head Office:

Fairfax House, Fulwood Place,
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Telephone: 01-242 8833.
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