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BRITAIN SEEN BY A
SWISS-AMERICAN

The following are impressions sent
to his friends by a Swiss-American visiting
Britain. The report is dated August 1974,
from Lake Windermere, Westmoreland.

The Population Explosion
(Travel Division)

We fiave a// fieard o/ discussed and
wondered afioui tfie "popu/ation
exp/osion" fiui ffiis is tfie/irsf iime//ind
myse// direei/y exposed to zzzz exp/osz'o/z
o/ ifie frave/iiny popiz&tz'ozi Peop/e on
i/ze move fiere z'n Prifain are z'n sucfi
nuznfiers tfiaf tfiey ztzzzs/ fie seen to fie
fie/ieved. As a resu/f you siand z'n fine or
"pueue-up" as tfiey say fiere, at /east at
certain tz'znes and points o/ fieavy
concentration, practz'cai/y /or every f/zizzg:
to yet a cafi, fioard a fiz/s or traizz, taifi to
fize fiead porter o/ yozzr fiofei, tize
reception c/er/c, visit t/ze powder room,
yet a drinfi at a pufi, etc., etc. /n tizese
circzzznsfances, /b/iowinyan itinerary on a
fzyfif time sc/zedzz/e mzy/zf, / sizspeci, fie
someffii/zy o/a zzzyfifzzzafe.

Wfiz'ie on fize continent, fiofeis are
fiai/ empty in some areas and ifieir trade
oryanizations discozznt any eariy
improvement. 77zere is ofiviozzsiy in
proyress a rusfi to tfie tzyfit fi'ttie z'siands

o/ Great Priiain /rozn tfie Cozztinent, tfie
Americas and tfie Par Past. Paifier
siyzzz/zcani/y tfie peop/e /rom otfier /ands
inc/zzde guife a zzzzmfier o/Swiss.

W/zv do we experience ffiis
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unprecedented zn/7izx o/ tozzrists into
Great Priiain?

For one tfiiny, tfie country does
fiave yreaf fiistoricai, cu/turai, scenic and
otfier attractions. Wiffi tfie pound ster/iny
wortfi /ess ffian G.S. $2.50, vacationiny
fiere is reiative/y cfieap. An a/i-expense
seven-day de/uxe tour fiy fius (inciusive o/
/ood and iodyiny) /rom London to
Fdinfiuryfi tfien around Scot/and and
fiacfi a/ony tfie West Coast to London is

fieiny o/fered fiy various travei
oryanizations /or /ess t/zan S25Ä00. Wo
wozzder ffiese tours are a// fioofied to
September azzd tfie fiap/ess /ate-comer,
//Le mtse// fias fi'tt/e cfiance now to /oin a

yroup o/ trave//ers and see, /or izzstance,
tfie fieazzty o/Scof/and.

A/tfiouyfi tfie cost o/ /iviny fias
increased fiere too, prices /or fiote/
accommodation, /bod etc. fiave not
moved upward as mucfi as on tfie
Continent and afiove a// / noticed /ewer
instances o/ tourists yanyiny tfian in some
p/aces across tfie Cfianne/. A/so tippiny,
fiy and /arye, is not custonzary.

77zen tfiere is tfie vir tua/ afisence o/
tfie iazzyuaye fiarrier wfiicfi mafies znazzy
internationa/ trave//ers re/rain /rom
visitiny Westerzz Furope.

A /zzrtfier determent is tfie /ear o/
war or war/ifie action fireafciny out in one
or tfie otfier o/ tfie fiot spots, susceptifi/e
to trans/orm wfiat was p/anned as a

rest/u/ azzd /oyous fio/iday into a
zzzyfitmare.

And it does tafie a measure o/
couraye and taste /or adventure in tfiis

(iav tfge To tazve/ /rom «orne; Zwr
wfii/e visitiny /ar-away and interestiny
p/aces is not /or tfie extra-cautious, tfie
couraye o/ doiny if firinys its rewards z'n

stimu/atz'on and new experiences, ifieir
reco/iection fie/ps to znafce tfie routine o/
norma/ daz'/y /iviny /oi/owiny tfie trip /ess

commonp/ace. /n addition tfie return
/rom a stay afiroad invariafi/y firinys witfi
it, at /east/or me, tfie yreaf /oy o/cominy
fiome to ffieyood o/d G.S.A.

W.W.
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