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Swiss Nationals registered with the
Embassy are requested to kindly notify
their changes of address to the Chancellery
of the Embassy.

SWISS CLUB MANCHESTER

Members of the Swiss Club, Man-
chester, and their friends met once more
at the lovely and imposing premises of
this great Swiss Firm, not only to admire
an interesting programme of films but to
enjoy at the same time their generous
hospitality to the full.

It was on the evening of the 12th
April that over forty people, including
some children, were welcomed by the
President and everybody sat down to a
nicely presented buffet of an exquisite
choice, and plenty of it.

After coffee, the company
assembled in the spacious lecture theatre
to admire a film made by Messrs. Ciba-
Geigy about the City of Basle, which must
have awakened many memories of the
beautiful town. The main film was the
Swiss Classic in the 50 called “Ober-
stadtgasse”. Everybody enjoyed the show
and appreciated the outstanding per-
formance of Schaggi Streuli and Emil
Hegrenschwyler and many more famous
actors and actresses. The end of the
film must have come as a relief for many
present, who at times must have felt
some anxiety as to the outcome of it.

A great evening, indeed, for young
and old and sincere thanks are due to both
the hosts and the organising committee,
coupled with our wish and hope that in
the not too distant future a similar
happy function may be offered to us.

E. B.

YOUR TRAVEL
IS OUR BUSINESS

by air - coach - rail - sea
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
just the ticket
package holidays
independent arrangements
coach tours
cruising
car ferries
motorail
self drive cars
party bookings
private coaches
hotel reservations
no booking fee
Ask for free brochure from
A. GANDON

HOWSHIP TRAVEL AGENCY
(Established 1934)
188 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush
W12 72JP
(next to Metropolitan Station)
Tel.: 743 6268

MEMBER OF ABTA
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SWISS CINEMA ON SHOW AT
THE NATIONAL FILM THEATRE

A ten-day Swiss film season at
the National Film Theatre in London
was inaugurated by a Reception at the
Embassy in early June. An unusually
large and motley crowd gathered in the
Embassy Salon to mark the premiére of

Swiss cinema abroad sponsored by the
Pro Helvetia Foundation and the NFIL.
Those who participate in many Colony
events found few known faces. Most
of the guests had been invited from
show-business and artistic circles.

When the time of the showing
approached, everyone took to their cars
and moved to the South Bank. The poor-

GOMMENT

Six months have elapsed since our
first Special Issue was sent to all the Swiss
of this country. Like its predecessor,
this special number is sent to you by the
Swiss Government as part of its policy of
keeping alive the bonds between 300,000
Swiss abroad and their Motherland. Ever
since the Swiss at home have voted a
new article in the Constitution fostering
ties with their compatriots abroad, Berne
has taken special pains to keep its ex-
patriate nationals within the fold. You
may have forgotten about that Swiss
passport tucked away in the attic: Berne
has asked us to remind you of its existence
by sending you this special number. Its
contents have been supplied to us from
the Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad and
the Embassy in London. It will be used
in a similar publication to be distributed
to the Swiss of Canada. Further special
issues should soon reach all the Swiss
living in the English speaking world. As
this particular one is intended for every
Swiss or Swiss-British national in Britain
(there are over 14,000 of them), and not
only to our readers, some of its material
may already have appeared in our regular
issues. Its news items may in particular
appear a little old. We apologize for this
to our subscribers and hope that those
who are not will want to know more
about Swiss events and subscribe to the
Swiss Observer. To this end, we have

)

enclosed subscription slips in the hope
that they will prove as efficient as they
did last time, when we welcomed several
hundred new readers. Qur first special
issue also encouraged many people to ring
the Embassy for more details on Swiss
0Old Age Insurance and Pension, a major
topic on which we give further precisions
here.

In this issue, you are again reminded
of the existence of institutions specially
committed to the wellbeing of the Swiss
living outside their homeland. At the
head of these. institutions is the Com-
mission for the Swiss Abroad to which
the Swiss of Britain are represented by
two delegates (one from the North and
one from the South) and their deputies.
The delegate from the South reparts in
this issue on the recent activities of the
Commission. A chart also represents the
manifold activities of the Secretariat of
the Swiss Abroad. The importance of its
work is evident to the few “patriots”
from Britain who manage to attend the
annual assemblies for the Swiss abroad.
This year, the Assembly will be held in
St. Gall and examine the situation of
Swiss societies abroad.

This subject may not appeal greatly
to the majority of the Swiss in Britain
who do not turn up at Swiss functions,
but a trip to St. Gall and a weekend in a
congenial and inspiring atmosphere may
tempt some to make the journey.
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ZURICH INSURANCE COMPANY
(a limited Company incorporated in Switzerland in 1872)

THE BEDFORD LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD.
(an associate member of the Life Offices Association)

THE BEDFORD GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY LTD.
(a member of the British Insurance Association)

CLASSES OF INSURANCE
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE U.K.

FAIRFAX HOUSE, FULWOOD PLACE
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1

GROUP RESOURCES EXCEED £500,000,000
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HEAD OFFICE:

Telephone 01-242 8833
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The International Bank
for International People.

Lloyds & Bolsa International Bank is strongly
established in Western Europe and the Western Hemis-
phere.

LBI has a wide direct representation in the EECand
Switzerland, and is also the only British bank with a
branch network covering virtually the whole of Latin
America.

LBI plays an important role in the Eurocurrency
market and hasarranged finance for many major projects
world wide.

The LBI Group, through its branches, associates and
representatives in New York, Nassau, Paris, Frankfurt,
Brussels, Amsterdam and Zurich, has a direct access to
principal sources of foreign currencies in all the world’s

ZURICH, 18 Borsenstrasse
Telephone 25-87-65

%

GENEVA, 1 Place Bel Air
Telephone 25-03-20

LLOYDS & BOLSA

great financial centres,

To these established features should be added LBI’s
experience and reputation gained in Eastern Europe,
Japan, the Middle East and Australasia, and the Bank’s
valuable links with Lloyds Bank Limited and the Mellon
Bank of Pittsburgh.

The Bank’s multi-currency capability, its skill in
tailoring the use of funds to meet-specific requirements,
its spread of branches and representatives throughout
the world, all combine to make LBI of essential interest to
any business operating across national frontiers.

LBI has branches in Zurich, Geneva and Lugano.
Contact the specialists:

LUGANO, 9 Corso Pestalozzi
Telephone 3-90-y1

_i Intemmational Bank Limited

40/66 Queen Victoria St. London EC4. Tel: 01-248 9822

Uberall das gleiche—MAT!

Every country in Europe knows that MAT
means fast reliable freight to and from Europe,
in and around Europe. Because MAT serves
Europe completely.

MAT operates 2,000 containers and 450
trailers, by rail and road, door to daor, to and
from any town in the UK and virtually any
town in Europe.

MAT operates full load and groupage,
reliably, quickly, with the minimum of paperwork.
Get on to MAT now. Get a reliable name in the
freight business on your side. Danke schon.

MAT TransportLimited, Arnold House, 36/41

Holywell Lane, London E.C.2.
Telephone: 01-247 6500. mr
Telex 886384 and 883225

Serves Europe completely
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ness of the show contrasted sadly with
the distinction of the gathering and the
importance of the occasion. Several
guests felt an urge to escape from the
darkness of hall no. 2 of the National
Film Theatre and would have done so
within the first twenty minutes in other
circumstances.

The audience was first treated to a
short silent film portraying an excrucia-
tingly Swiss family. In fact, this was the
work of a gifted amateur whose shots and
sets vividly conveyed the boredom and
orderliness of an elderly family living as
many Swiss people still do today. The
director does little more than to show
us a white-haired pensioner, his spouse
and their old-maid daughter sitting in the
garden. The man looks on while a soft
breeze ruffles his thinning hair and the
women knit with concentration. The

WELFARE OFFICE
for
SWISS GIRLS IN GREAT BRITAIN

(For Information, Advice or Help)
31 Conway Street, London, W.1

(Nearest Underground Station:
Warren Street)

Telephone: 01-387 3608

RECEPTION HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment

SWISS SPECIALITIES

SAUSAGES

CHEESE
CHOCOLATES
HERO CONSERVES
BISCUITS

ROCO CONSERVES

go to

BARTHOLDI'S

Charlotte Street, London W14
Telephone: MUS (636) 3762/3

ALSO FIRSTCLASS MEAT

family then takes the car to pick mush-
rooms in the forest. The camera aptly
shows the old weekend-driver holding
crisply to the wheel of his old Peugot as
the car cruises slowly through a silent
countryside. The film was boring but
efficient.

The main film, Les Arpenteurs’, by
Michel Soutter, had won a prize for
cinematography. The programme des-
cribed it as a “meditation on friendship
and the difficulties of human relation-
ships”.  We are then told that this
“well-known theme from earlier films
by Soutter is given lively form with
superb dialogue constantly formulating
the unexpected”. This is perhaps the best
hyperbola of the season. The film’s
dialogue is by all standards feeble-minded
and the rather plump humour which drew
a few smiles in La Salamandre tends to
sadden the viewer by its ineptitude. The
two leading actors, Jean-Luc Bideau and
Jacques Denis, are in fact the same as
those of Tanner’s La Salamandre, which
closely resembles Les Arpenteurs. The
two film “‘stars” bear such likeness that
anyone who hasn’t read the cast would
probably think the two works to be by
the same man. It is true that many
“unexpected” kinks crop up in the film
that it is gratuitous and has nothing to
do with the inventive genius of Jean-Luc
Godard, another Swiss who has chosen
to build his career in France. As for

.

the “meditation on friendship and the
difficulties of human relationships”, one
can only say that Soutter’s meditative
process is rather tortuous. The film is
partly allegorical and this explains why
many people left the hall wondering
what they had seen. We shan’t try to
wrap up the plot as this would be an
intellectually trying task. Let us say that
whatever plot there was verged on the
inane and that this absence of a valid
story was not redeemed by a truthful
picture of life or solid technical qualities.
It seems that Soutter would have done
a greater service to Swiss cinema by
producing an unpretentious thriller. Not
everyone is a born Bunuel or Visconti.

P. M. B.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF
THE SWISS MERCANTILE SOCIETY

It was in Lucerne, City of Lights,
situated at the cradle of the Swiss Con-
federation, that the “Schweizerischer
Kaufméinnischer =~ Verein”, popularly
known as S.K.V., was founded 100 years
ago.

Comprising originally 19 societies
with 1,431 members, the S.K.V. has
since grown into one of Switzerland’s
strongest professional associations, em-
bracing 111 societies with a total member-
ship of 63,515.

It was fitting that Lucerne was

The Highest Note in Quality
PROTECTIVE WEAR

OVERALLS
available in Drill, Nylon, Terylene, etc.
INDUSTRIAL GLOVES, APRONS, HEADWEAR
| invite your enquiries—W. W. Landauer, F.I.A.C. (Swiss)
Managing Director

Please write
for details—

AIRGUARD LIMITED

60-LILLIE ROAD-LONDON-SW6 1UD

TELEPHONE: 01-385-3344

Members of Eurovan
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Member of the Constantine Group

REGULAR ROAD SERVICE TO SWITZERLAND
AND OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

78 BROADWAY, STRATFORD, LONDON E15 1ING
TELEPHONE: 01-519 3232 Telex: 897666
CABLES: ‘'EVERYWHERE’ LONDON E15




	Swiss Cinema on show at the national film theatre

