Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1972)
Heft: 1641
Artikel: Why a first of August day?
Autor: [s.n.]
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686819

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686819
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

The reconditioning service (or
“rebuilding” service, as the finm pre-
fers to call it) is an equally important
line of business. In a relatively small
workshop, highly specialised British
craftsmen, with a special training in
Switzerland behind them, take old
machine-tools to pieces, re-machine
the used components and put them to-
gether again so that the refurbished
machines are in a practically brand
new condition. Mr. J. P. Seiffert told
me that machines were being sent
from the continent, and even Switzer-
land for rebuilding because of lower
costs and the Matchless standards of
workmanship. Reconditioning may re-
quire three months’ work and cost up
to £3.500, but this outlay may prove
preferable to spending twice that
amount on a new machine.

Most of the customers of the firm
are in the high technology branch of
industry, particulanly the aerospace in-
dustry. Matchless have sold several
spark erosion machines to Rolls
Royce, where they are used for the
machining of turbine blades.

Mr. Seiffert said that the Swiss
still had a clear lead in expensive and
highly precise machine-tools.

“The British have made tremend-
ous progress in the past”, he said,
“but Swiss machine-tool makers are
still ahead, Fontunately”.

(PMB)

WHY A FIRST OF AUGUST DAY?

Is a National Day Celebration
desirable?

It has become fashionable to sub-
ject Swiss National Day Celebrations
to derogatory criticism. Some people
even ridicule them and point out the
typical Festredner who insists on talk-
ing patriotism with great pathos and
misplaced sentimentalism. Anybody
who visits a 1st August Celebration in
Switzerland realises that this carica-
ture of a speaker belongs to the past;
yet the idea persists that the majority
of the Swiss people are against cele-
brating the anniversary of the birth of
Switzerland. But that does not corres-
pond to the truth.

The Schweizerische Bundesfeier-
spende, the Swiss National Day Col-
lection, asked the Swiss Association
for Practical Social Research to carry
out an extensive public opinion poll,
and the answer has been astonishing.
909% of all those consulted in the
German-speaking part and 95% in the
Suisse Romande objected vehemently
to the proposal to scrap all National
Day Celebrations. Even of the young
people consulted, 839, were in favour.
Quite a few would prefer popular
jollification to rather solemn festivities,

but whatever opinions are as to the
characer of a National Day commem-
moration, it has been shown conclu-
sively that the Swiss want it, and that
once again a few opponents to a cer-
tain cause get far more publicity than
che silent majority of loyal supporters.

62 years of Swiss
National Day Collection

Nearly 700 years ago, the first
Confederates rallied and promised one
another help and assistance in danger
and need. By that act of solidarity
they afttained their aim: independence
and freedom. With it they created the
basis of the Swiss state of today.

This thought of mutual aid moti-
vated Albert Schuster of St. Gall to
bring into being the Schweizerische
Bundesspende 62 years ago. He was
convinced that the Swiss people would
be not only willing but even anxious
to put their hands into their pockets
to help good cause. From 1910 to
1960, special cards were sold, since
1923 the 1st August badges and since
1938 “Pro Patria” postage stamps
have been sold each year, and so far,
68 million Swiss francs have been
donated to special social and cultural
causes, 31 million alone during the
last ten years.

During the questioning, people
were asked their opinion as to the
desirability of the Collection. 80%
consider it as “necessary and useful
even today”.

The purpose of this year’s collection

Two years ago, the money col-
lected was in aid of women’s organisa-
tions in the service of the people, and
last year to help the health of the
nation. This year, the collection will
be in aid of the Swiss Abroad. Every
six or seven years (since 1924), insti-
tutions supported by and for Swiss
living outside their homeland have re-
ceived considerable contributions from
the Bundesfeierspende. The last time
was in 1965 when 2,395,000 Swiss
francs were distributed.

Three main groups will benefit
this year: the Organisation of the
Swiss Abroad with their Secretariat in
Berne, the Swiss schools and the
Solidarity Fund of the Swiss Abroad.
Much has been said in “The Swiss
Observer” about the work of these
organisations, and there is no need to
stress that they could not exist without
the help of the National Day Collec-
tion every few years. For they are pri-
vate organisations and their activities
are increasing all the time.

The 56th National Day Badge

In the course of half a century,
these badges have provided welcome
work to needy industries and large
groups of disabled people, so for in-
stance embroidery, straw plaiting and
woodcarving industries. This year, the
badge has been made by invalids,
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partly in the German-, partly in the
French-speaking parts of Switzerland.
It is a large red cross, with a white
cross superimposed and the centre
forming the Swiss cross on its red
background. Whilst the individual
pieces are of manufactured plastic
material, the badge has been assembled
by invalids working at home.

The four stamps (with surcharge)
show historic metal exhibits from
Swiss Muesums. They can be boughit
in Switzerland only.

The badges will be on sale at
meetings of Swiss societies in the U.K.
and at Embassies and Consulates, and,
of course, at First of August Celebra-
tions.

(MM)

REQUIRED:
PERFORMERS WITH TALENT

Grosses Kramgassfest vom 25. August
mit Auslandschweizer Je-ka-mi, an-
lasslich  der  50-jihrigen  Ausland-
schweizgertagung in Bern.

Wir suchen
KEINE STARS

fiir das grosse JEder-KAnn-MIt-
machen der Auslandschweizer am
bunten Kramgassfest in Bern vom 25.
August 1972. Wir suchen amateure
(einzeln oder in Gruppen) die musizi-
eren, singen, tanzen, schauspielern
konnen. Wir mochten mit diesen
spontanen Darbietungen das Band
swischen der Fiinften Schweiz und dem
Heimatland stirker kniipfen.

Wer sowieso am grossen Kongress 50
Auslandschweiz in Bern vom kom-
menden August teilnimmt, oder viel-
leicht am 26. August nach Miinchen
zur Olympiade reist, ist ‘herzlish einge-
laden am unkonventignellen Je-ka-mi
teilzunehmen. Das Organisationsko-
mitee offeriert Gratisunterkunft. Wir
bitten um eine Anmeldung bis spdtes-
tens 30. Juni 1972 an das Ausland-
schweizersekretariat der Neun Helve-
tischen Gesellschaft, Alpenstrasse 26,
Bern.

Anmeldetalon:

NQINE . oot sin st B o s e e
Adresse
Geburtsdatum
GeDUFISOTE .......cvimvuvuiesivssswidinmsvsmen
Beruf
Ausgewandert wann........................
Art der Darbietungen und Dauer ......

53rd ‘““COMPTOIR SUISSE”’

The general trend in Switzerland’s
economic situation is reflected by the
two big Swiss national spring and
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autump fairs, both of which—each in
its own particular way—bear witness
to a spectacular growth: Basle, by
opening up a number of its sectors to
products from abroad, and Lausanne,
by welcoming to the Palais de Beau-
lieu this year four foreign displays in
official government pavilions.

The chief aim of the Lausanne
Fair continues to be the presentation
of the leading branches of Swiss pro-
duction and the display in its 38 sec-
tors of the latest products of light
industry, agriculture, trade and craft-
work. But its guest of honour pavilions
will house the national displays of
three large countries from Asia, Eur-
ope and Africa, i.e. India, Poland and
Senegal; while the growing emphasis
on trade with the two Americas will
be featured in an official exhibition of
the Caribbean Common Market, orga-
nised for the first time not only in
Switzerland but also in Europe.

A genuine and lively national
event, offering interesiing glimpses of
openings onto European and overseas
markets, the 53rd Lausanne Fair grants
visitors from abroad a number of
facilities, about which information
may be obtained from Switzerland’s
official agencies in all countries.

ANGLO-SWISS SOCIETY

The novel Anglo-Swiss Society
meeting of 13th June, which was held
in the Houses of Parliament, was a
great success. Over 16C members and
guests attended and the Secretary of
the Society had sold out nearly all her
tickets. Members gathered for a bust-
ling and lively reception in the Chol-
mondely Rooms of the House of
Lords, where they were greeted by the
Society’s President, Lord and Lady
Selkirk. This vast room leads directly
onto the terrace overlooking the
Thames and, ithanks to a warm and
welcoming sun, most of the Reception
took place outside.

Earlier, the Anglo-Swiss Society
had held its AGM in one of the Com-
mittee Rooms wupstairs. Lord Selkirk
presided under the stately glance of
Queen Mary, whose massive portrait
hung from ithe wall of a neo-Gothic
chamber adorned with a lordly royal
coat of arms and furnished with heavy
leather chairs. The main item dis-
cussed was that of life membership.
A proposal to introduce life member-
ship at the cost of £20 was turned
down as uneconomical, but the matter
will be raised again next year.

PROCTER & GAMBLE in Geneva is interested in YOU
If you are Swiss and fluent in English
If you can type, use shorthand or a dictaphone
If you are interested in getting to know your country better
If you are keen on becoming an experienced

SECRETARY

Please write to: Procter & Gamble A.G., Personnel Dept.
890, rue de Lausanne,1211 Geneva 2.
INTERVIEWS WILL BE HELD IN LONDON

53rd SWISS NATIONAL FAIR

“Comptoir Suisse”
Lausanne 9th-24th September 1972
General Fair Of Consumer Goods

Guests of honour:
INDIA — POLAND — SENEGAL
Official exhibition of the
CARIBBEAN FREE TRADE AREA (CARIFTA)
Leaflets and admission tickets are available from:
Swiss Embassy, 16-18 Montagu Place,
LONDON, W.1. (phone 01-723 0701, ext. 234)
Swiss Consulate General
Sunley Buildings, Piccadilly Plaza,
MANCHESTER (phone 061-236 2933)
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