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the Bons, are over.

Mr. Wagner is well aware of the
new trends of management training.
These generally stress the importance
of specialisation. Economics graduates,
ceriified accountants, qualified pro-
grammers, business managers all have
their particular niche in the running
of a large hotel.

According to an emerging Ameri-
can pattern, management is to depend
on the sum of a number of distinct
specialisations, and no longer on an
“all-rounder”. Mr. Wagner admits that
it is not necessary to have mopped
floors and struggled through a long
upward journey to manage a hotel.
It is possible to teach management to

university students who are now
trainad in the fields which together
build up the competence required by
the management of large modern
hotels. It won’t be necessary in future
to wait fourteen years. Mr. Wagner
openly welcomes this trend—which is
certainly a sporting attitude.

(PMB)

NEWS FROM THE COLONY

DELEGATES FROM SWISS
COMMUNITIES ABROAD
AT WORK IN BERNE

The Commission of the Swiss
Abroad held their spring meeting in
the federal capital on 11th March
under the chairmanship of the Presi-
dent. Councillor of States Dr. Louis
Guisan. Members had come from all
parts of the world, and as usual for
the March meeting, it was held at the
Palais Fédéral. Great Britain was rep-
resented by Mrs. Mariann Meier
(South) and Dr. H. R. Bolliger (North).
The first item of importance was the
Annual Report for 1971 which was
accepted, including the accounts which
showed a deficit owing to ever ex-
panding activities. Fortunately, the
collection made on the Swiss National
Day this year will be for the benefit of
the Swiss abroad, and the Organisation
will be able to get what is hoped to be
a record sum.

At the Assembly of the Swiss
Abroad at Brunnen last August, the
Commission was given the task of
working out a solution to the advan-
tage of the Swiss abroad with regard
to the withholding tax, the “Verrech-
nungssteuer” which causes so much
annoyance amongst Swiss who have
some investments in their homeland,
but don’t pay tax there. The problem
is a complicated one, and extensive
investigations made by the Secretariat
showed only too clearly that there is
no reasonable or practical suggestion
which could be followed. There is also
the question of Swiss banking secrecy
and the complicated workings of com-
puter calculations, and it would be
almost impossible to find a way by
which Swiss nationals living away from
Switzerland could be treated differently
from foreigners having investments in
Switzerland.

On 16th October, 1966, the Swiss
electorate voted in favour of a Consti-
tutional Article 45bis concerning the
“Fifth Switzerland”. With its accept-
ance the Confederation was empowered
amongst other things, to issue regula-
tions regarding social welfare of com-
patriots abroad. A first draft was dis-
cussed by the Commission in Berne.
which was found satisfactory in its gen-
eral provisions and which complies
essentially with the proposals accepted
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by the Conference of Cantonal Wel-
fare Directors. Above all, the new
proposals will eliminate any dispari-
ties at present affecting Swiss in need
according to their Cantons of origin.
They will also expediate help and as-
sistance. The Commission made a few
suggestions which will be passed on to
the authorities concerned.

Another field in which the Confed-
eration is empowered to act by the
special article is that of political rights.
The possibiliy is now much nearer
that Swss living outside their home-
land may be able to take part in fed-
eral plebiscites provided they have
been in Switzerland for at least a fort-
night. The Swiss in Great Britain, as
opposed to those living in France and
Germany and other countries border-
ing on Switzerland, have never been
agitating for votes for Swiss Abroad.
When the Nouvelle Société Helvétique
(London Group) discussed this ques-
tion at one of their meetings in 1970,
there was only a very small minority
in favour. The majority considered that
we already had a say through the
Commission of the Swiss Abroad, and
that it would be wrong to be able to
vote on matters when we paid no
taxes. The opinion was also expressed
that to have party politics in the Swiss
communities in this country was un-
desirable. Nevertheless, the majority of
the delegates on the Commission of
the Swiss Abroad are in favour and
they welcome the studies now being
made by the authorities.

Another important item dealt with
at the all-day meeting in March was
the coming Jubily Assembly in Berne
in the last week in August. As it is
the 50th gathering of this kind, both
the Secretariat and the Municipality of
Berne make zsvery effort to organise
special events and to ensure an even
greater success than usual. There will
be art exhibitions by Swiss artists liv-
ing abroad and a number of special
musical events in which Ausland-
schweizer take part, especially a gala
performance on Saturday, 26th Aug-
ust, of Mozart’s “Magic Flute™ at the
Berne Municipal Theatre. On Wed-
nesday (23rd) there will be a large-
scale mock battle at the “Sand” near
Schoenbuehl, on Thursday all day, a
rifle shooting competition for all Swiss
abroad, men and women. The same

evening is the official opening, followed
by meetings and concerts, etc. The
Commission of the Swiss Abroad will
have a meeting on Friday morning,
and various other groups will have
discussions, question time, etc. In the
evening there will be a popular street
festival in the old-world town of
Berne. The plenary meeting will take
place at the Kursaal all day Saturday.
[ts theme will be “Political Rights and
Duties of the Swiss Abroad”. The
President of the Confederation, Fed-
eral Councillor Nellp Celio, will ad-
dress the gathering.

An ecumenical service will be
held in Berne Cathedral, followed by
an outing to Interlaken, where the
afternoon will be spent at a folklore
festival in the Kursaal and Kurpark.

All Swiss from abroad are cordi-
ally invited to attend and they should
apply as soon as possible to:

Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad,

Alpenstrasse 26,

3000 Berne,

Switzerland.

Prior to the meeting of the ASK,
three other group meetings were held,
the Ausschuss (exécutive Committee),
the special Commission on Informa-
tion and the Council of the Solidarity
Fund.

For some time now, a scheme has
been in operation in France and other
French-speaking countries to use the
existing Swiss colony paper four times
a year as carrier of official information
and news from Switzerland, from the
local embassies “and consulates and
the Secretariat of the Swiss Abroad, as
well as of articles on Swiss problems
and matters of interest, to all registered
Swiss in any of the countries con-
cerned. The commission on informa-
tion has been studying this problem
for a number of years, and now it
looks as if a way has been found by
which all Swiss abroad can be reached.
The scheme is alsp working in the
Netherlands and in Scandinavia, and
it has been launched in Germany.
Now, for the first time, a foreign lan-
guage comes into it, namely English,
and ways and means are now being
studied by the Federal authorities con-
cerned including the Embassy in
London, “The Swiss Observer” Coun-
cil and the Federation of Swiss Soci-



eties in the U.K. with regard to using
the S.O. in the same manner. More
will be heard of this later.

Finally, the Solidarity Fund Coun-
cil met to discuss the new structure
of the Fund. It has been clear for
some time that new principles will
have to be introduced to make it more
attractive to Swiss living in countries
where there seems to be no immediate
danger of losing one’s livelihood
through war, revolution and political
upheaval. As soon as the revision of
the present constitutional set-up has
been completed .a General Meeting
will have to be called to approve it;
it is hoped that this will be possible
in Berne in August. In the meantime,
do not hesitate to join; nothing will
be lost and there will be every chance
to benefit our new arrangements.

(MM)

SWISS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY:
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1971

Dzar Friends and Compatriots,

It is with great pleasure that we
present the 102nd Annual Report of
our Society, and we will try to give
you some idea of the manifold tasks
which we endeavour to fulfill in order
to help Swiss citizens, living in the
London Consular District, who are in
some need or other.

The number of people who
applied to us or were referred to us by
the Swiss Embassy, the Swiss Churches,
Hospitals and English Social Workers
shows a slight increase, and in the
course of the year we were in touch
with a total of 353 (118 men, 177
women and 58 children) of whom
about two thirds required either cas-
ual or continued financial help. We
had a total of 664 interviews, 144 of
them being visits to people’s homes
and hospitals. Though very time-con-
suming, we feel that these visits are
indeed necessary as a large number of
our clients, in particular the pension-
ers, often find the journey to our office
too far and too tiring. Experience has
shown that it sometimes needs a num-
ber of contacts before we can discover
the real worries and difficulties of
people who come initially with a prob-
lem that is merely a pretext for con-
tacting us or is a consequence of some
deeper trouble of which they them-
selves may not be conscious at the
outset.

Quite a considerable number of
the elderly are also visited by mem-
bers of the Swiss Churches and we are
most grateful to those visitors who
alert us when they discover a need
which requires the intervention of the
social worker. Indeed, without their
collaboration this might be delayed
or, in certain cases with people who
are not given to making their needs
known, never take place at all.

The number of pensioners has
remained stable and during the year

we helped 54. In view of the heavy
increase in the cost of living we have
bzen obliged to raise the scale of our
pensions considerably and, in some
cases. to make extra grants to meet
furiher unexpected expenses. We al-
ways endeavour to allow our pension-
ers a little more than the strict mini-
mum laid down by the State.

For our part, we have referred a
number of people to local social
workers as the wvery nature of our
service makes it impossible for us to
follow any person or family who
needs regular contacts over a long
period unless they are able to call at
our office or live reasonably nearby.

The beginning of the year was
difficul because of the postal strike
but with the help of a number of
volunteers, local social services and
matrons of homes, we managed to ge
pensions and grants to everybody, or
failing this, to reassure them that they
would be looked after on credit until
conditions returned to normal.

Regarding the young  Swiss
people whom we have to help when
they find themselves stranded in Lon-
don, the Emoassy have suggested and
put into practicc a new system of re-
funding the loans we give, by which
the Police Department in Berne repays
immediately and takes over the thank-
less and difficult task of getting the
money back in Swizerland. This is a
very real help to us and saves us in-
numerable letters to defaulters and
quite a lot of money in postage. We
are grateful to the Embassy for evol-
ving this scheme.

Last summer, an exceptionally
great number of applications were
made to us for grants towards the
holidays organised by Pro Juventute
for Swiss children from abroad. It is
pleasing to see that there appears to
be a growing interest amongst the
youngsters to get to know Switzerland.
The happy, healthy faces of the child-
ren on their return to Victoria station
made us feel that this particular ser-
vice is extremely worthwhile, especially
for children from modest homes who
would not be able to go otherwise and
might be left to themselves a lot during
the holidays while their parents are
at work.

More of the residents have also
accepted our offer of help towards a
holiday in this country. For some we
paid the whole or part of their stay
at a guest house. for others invited by
friends or relatives, we helped with
the fares and some extra pocket money.

The rooms at 31 Conway Street
have been well occupied with a couple
of beds being kept available at all
times for emergencies, though these
were rather fewer than we might have
expected. We had a steady stream of
young men, some staying for very
short periods, others for a number of
months and, on the whole, we are
happy to use the house in this way.

At Christmas time, we sent out

119 parcels for 176 people. The pre-
paration was again in the able hands
of Mmes Raulin and Kaluza and the
packing and distribution were greatly
helped by the efforts of Mmes Harding,
Burri, Gyssler, Harhalakis and Mr.
Buol. Thus, once more, all the parcels
in the Greater London Area were dis-
tributed personally and we are very
grateful to all those who helped to
make this possible. The Frauenverein
and the Réunion de Couture gave us
again a marvellous selection of gar-
ments which were as beautiful as they
were useful. We realise just how much
time and effort went into this and
thank all those who helped to make
them. Swiss firms and individual don-
ors also gave valuable contributions
in kind which were greatly appreciated.

The presence of the Welfare
Office at Coaway Street has again
proved sucessful and was a great help
to both social workers, not only be-
cause of practical services that could
be rendered but above all for the
possibility of discussing complex prob-
lems with each other.

Th> Commiltee met regularly
twicc a month but, towards the end
of the year, decided to cut the meet-
ings down to one a month for a trial
period initially.

On the 26th November, 1971, Mr.
M. A. Rothlisberger completed 40
years on the Executive Committee of
the Society and we thank him warmly
for all the devotion and time that he
has given to the cause of the needy
Swiss in this country.

Our grateful thanks go to our
Honorary President, His Excellency
the Swiss Ambassador, Dr. A. Weit-
nauer, for the interest and support that
he has shown to us during the year.
The Counsellor M. C. H. Bruggmann
and the Consul M. F. Adams repre-
sented the Embassy at our Executive
Meetings.

We are also much indebted to all
those who, in one way or another, have
helped us to carry out our duties, the
Swiss Federal Authorities, the Swiss
Embassy in London, the Swiss
Churches, the Swiss Societies, “The
Swiss Observer”, English social work-
ers both of statutory and private bodies
and all the individual friends and parti-
cularly the many generous contribu-
tors without whose support we could
not function. A special mention should
also be made of the able handling by
the Finance Committee of the Society’s
investments. Last but not least, we
extend our thanks to the British auth-
orities for their hospitality and assist-
ance.

We would not wish to close this
report without expressing our sincere
appreciation to our Secretary, Mrs.
A. R. Sharp, for her unfailing devotion
and administrative skill shown again
during the past year.

On behalf of the Executive Committee
M. Schneebeli,
President.
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