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Residence block

The ground floor of the residence
block is entered from Bryanston
Square. It has a large hall, a morning
room and lecture theatre. These rooms
can be opened up by the use of sliding
doors to form a room of about nine
metres in width by 31 metres in length.

On the first floor is a large dining
room and three salons and at the rear
a kitchen servery.

The Ambassador’s private rooms
are on the second floor, together with
accommodation for guests.

On the top floor of the residence
is a staff canteen, a kitchen and maids’
rooms.

THE SWISS OF DUNFERMLINE

Feeling that far too little was said
in these columns about the Swiss of
Scotland, we asked Mrs. F. Adams-
Keller, Honorary Secretary of the Swiss
Club of Dunfermline, to tell us how
the Swiss were faring in that northerly
town. The following is her reply,

You would like to know how we,
of the Swiss Club, are here in Dun-
fermline. Alas, we don’t escape the
fate of everyone else, we are getting
old, we and the Club with us. Past are
the days when we could boast over 75
members. Our dramatists don’t pro-
duce plays anymore—some lasted over
three hours!—and our male choir with
its lovely voices has become quiet.

The first of our compatriots came
over here in the winter of 1925 and the
Swiss Club was founded in the 30’s. Of
the three factories which they estab-
lished as the centre of the silk industry
in Dunfermline two have been closed.
When, at the last closure (of the Win-
terthur Silks), several of our male
members lost their jobs we felt very
much for them, especially for Mr. Tan-
ner who was approaching retiring age.
He was our treasurer, both he and his
wife were active members, much liked
by everybody and a great loss to the
club. When he and a younger man
found good jobs in Switzerlnd we were

glad, yet it was mingled with some
envy and “Heimweh”.

We had always met in the can-
teen of the “Winterthur Silks”. Finally
we found a room in a Co-op building
where we could brew ourselves a cup
of tea. Lovely, we thought—but had
not realised that after all those years
we have not become acclimtiased to
one aspect of British life: Those who
sat near the fire got roasted and those
in the corner of the room shivered,
wrapped in their coat. Still, it accoun-
ted for more volunteers than dishes for
washing up!

When, a day before a meeting we
were told that we could not have the
room this time because of a wedding
party, we took refuge in an inn. The
room was so cosy, the publican so
friendly . . . Some of our ladies found
the friendliness a bit overwhelming,
especially when the friendly backslap-
ping tended to go a bit low down. At
the second meeting the gentlemen were
themselves overwhelmed by the com-
plication of the bill for the drinks and
the demands made on them to pay a
second time for the food!

Meanwhile one of our members
moved to a house with a large lounge
and dining room and this is where we
now meet. So that’s one problem solved
satisfactorily.

What do we do in our sedate
way? We have film evenings, play jazz
and dominoes, meet occasionally with
the Edinburgh Club for a skittles con-
test, visit a play, pantomime or opera
together, have an outing for the 1st of
August, and a lovely pre-Christmas
meeting in Advent’s time. We used to
invite the Edinburgh Swiss to an even-
ing with all sorts of entertainment. The
last one took place just in time before
the “Winterthur Silks” closed.

Nowadays we have only ordinary
members and a few honorary ones, 37
in all. In the old days we had a great
number of passive members, which
was a misnomer really as they were
the most active ones of all. We rectified
their status some years ago, even be-
fore it was done in Switzerland: Their
passivity referred to the vote only—

they were women.

We are a very cheerful little group,
happy to meet regularly. Any Swiss
visiting us can be sure of a warm-
hearted welcome and agreeable mem-
ories of this friendly old town.

LIFE OF A LEADING SWISS
IN SCOTLAND

Mr. Walter O. Bosshardt, who
died suddenly at Edinburgh at the age
of 71, was a great promoter of Swiss
life in Scotland. The following is a
short biography sent to us by Mr. M.
O. Hartmann, Swiss Vice-Consul for
Scotland and President of the Edin-
burgh Swiss Club.

Walter O. Bosshardt
Late of Dunfermline and Edinburgh,
Scotland

It is my sad duty to say goodbye
to a prominent and influential member
of the Swiss Community in Scotland—
Walter O. Bosshardt. How can this
short message do credit to the achieve-
ments of such a great man?

Let me talk about him:

Walter Otto Bosshardt was the
son of Jakob Heinrich and Lina Boss-
hardt-Ehrensberger, and was born in
Hongg, Kanton Zurich, on 28th April,
1900.

At an early age he went on climb-
ing expeditions with his father, who
was a Webermeister in a silk factory in
Waédenswil, where he learned the be-
ginnings of the trade. He also attended
Technical College and his training in
mechanics was done in Riiti Machin-
ery Works,

His first venture to instal a factory
to weave silk was in Rovereto in Nor-
thern Italy, and from there he went to
Milan and Lyons to gain further ex-
perience,

Then came the depression in in-
dustry and a Swiss manufacturer was
looking for a suitable factory in Britain
to weave, silk and he and his father
were appointed to advise in this mat-
ter. Dunfermline was chosen, and he
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installed the first silk weaving factory
there and procured permits to bring
over Swiss people who had some ex-
perience in the trade and they instruc-
ted trainees. Soon there was a Swiss
Community and a Swiss Club was
formed. They had a Golf Club, and
frequent social evening including fel-
low workers and friends when they en-
joyed music, singing and dancing, film
shows which he projected, usually
showing the beauties of Switzerland
and ski films. The English language
did not seem much of a problem and
many happy evenings were spent. They
alsp had special outings by bus and
cars to get to know Scotland.

In 1932 another silk factory (for-
merly linen) was promoted in Dunferm-
line, and again he was appointed as
Managing Director to have it installed
and to employ the right people for the
job. Quite a number of employees fol-
lowed to join the new establishment, It
was in this factory that during the Sec-
ond World War years they were able
to keep the flour mills supplied with
bolting cloth, the first to be woven in
Scotland, and of course parachute silk
for the Royal Air Force and later mat-
erial for the Royal Family. It gave him
great pleasure to be given the order to
weave the wedding gown material for
HRH Princess Elizabeth, surrounded
by the necessary secrecy and excite-
ment. When this honour could be re-
vealed, his advice was much sought
after in the trade. He was commanded
to inspect factories in Germany after
the war as a Colonel in H.M. Forces.

His activities were many. He was
a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce and of the Advisory Council for
Youth Employment.

A keen gymnast, he joined the
Carnegie Club when he first came to
Dunfermline. After the war he visited
Switzerland frequently on business and
for pleasure. He enjoyed ski-ing in
Arosa every year until osteoarthritis
made him unfit for this pursuit. He
attended the celebrations of the Alpine
Club and this year he became a veteran
member of 50 years’ standing and was
presented with the gold badge and
pewter wine jug which he felt to be a
great honour.

In 1946 he was awarded the Dun-
fermline Swiss Club Silver Golf Tro-
phy, having won three events. He was
a keen angler and enjoyed shooting
and stalking.

His hobby was propagating species
of geranium, his favourite pastime, and
he had also been successful in growing
grapes and peaches and other hothouse
plants.

Walter O. Bosshardt has been a
good, loyal friend and a guide to many;
his vitality, optimism and the courage
with which he led his life is an inspira-
tion to all who knew him.

(M. O. Hartmann,
Swiss Vice-Consul for Scotland)
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THE SWISS MERCANTILE
SOCIETY TO BUY SWISS HOUSE

Wednesday, December 15th, was
a red-letter day in the annals of the
Society. An Extraordinary General
Meeting of the members had been con-
vened to pass a resolution empowering
the Council to raise the necessary
funds for the purpose of acquiring the
freehold of Swiss House.

In opening the proceedings, the
Chairman, Mr. A. Jaccard, welcomed
the presence of the two Swiss Consuls,
Monsieur F. Adams and Monsieur T.
Dudli, which testified to the interest the
Embassy took in the activities of our
Society. He was particularly pleased to
announce that the SKV had deputed
Mr. E. Ruchti, Central Secretary in
charge of commercial education, to
come over from Zurich for the occas-
ion, thereby emphasising the import-
ance they were attaching to the steps
contemplated by the London Section
of the association, which might well
prove vital for the continuity of the
College, founded in 1923.

The Chairman further welcomed
the Society’s solicitor, Mr. W. S. Gib-
son, who had been entrusted with the
negotiations connected with the pur-
chase of the premises.

Dealing with the background of
events which had led to the members
being called to take what might well
prove the most momentous decision in
the history of the Society, the Chair-
man stated that various factors had
prompted the measures taken in an
endeavour to secure the freehold of the
premises. Having been in constant oc-
cupation of Swiss House for close on
45 years as leaseholders, the Society
had long been anxious to become the
owners of the buildings., but various
attempts in the past had proved abort-
ive, either through lack of funds or the
unwillingness of the owners to part
with their properties.

The matter had again come to the
fore when major alterations and re-
newals at Swiss House were contem-
plated. These included the installation
of a central heating system, electrical
rewiring, redecoration, and the build-
ing of an extension at the rear of the
premises to help overcome the lack of
space.

It was, however, deemed that the
expenditure involved could not be jus-
tified in premises not belonging to the
Society and with a lease of short dura-
tion which could only be renewed at a
highly increased rental. New moves
were consequently initiated to acquire
the freehold of Swiss House. After
somewhat protracted negotiations, this
initiative ultimately bore fruit. The
Landlords’ agreement to sell the pro-
perties having been obtained, efforts
were made to raise the necessary capi-
tal in Switzerland. The Chairman went
on to state that, thanks to the un-
stinted help of the SKV, the promised
assistance of the Federal Government

and of private sources, including bank-
ing, industry and trade, and the so-
ciety’s own contribution, the required
funds would in due course become
available, In this connection, grateful
thanks were expressed to the SKV as
well as to the members of a committee
formed in Switzerland to sponsor a
general appeal, on which some eminent
and leading personalities in all walks
of life had agreed to serve.

After members had been given an
opportunity to put their questions, the
extraordinary resolution was put to the
vote and passed unanimously.

Thanks were expressed to the
Chairman for his untiring efforts in
the matter. In his turn he declared his
appreciation of the confidence shown
by the members in the Council and
assured those present that everything
would be done to bring the project to
a successful conclusion, whereupon the
proceedings terminated.

The evening was rounded off with
a film show by courtesy of the Swiss
National Tourist Office, which was
greatly enjoyed and much appreciated
by all present and included the follow-
ing films:

Switzerland—A Study in Contrast.

Ski for you.

Saas Fee—Village of Glaciers.

The Appenzell,

STAUNCHLY SWISS AFTER
56 YEARS!

The July 29th issue of the maga-
zine “Caterer and Hotelkeeper” reports
on a gathering of 94 of the longest
serving colleagues of the catering mag-
nate Sir Charles Forte at the Louis
Room of the Cafe Royal. These 94
veterans were presented with gold
watches inscribed with their names
and diplomas of thanks for their con-
tribution to the Forte’s business.

Mr. L. Portman, a Swiss and a
reader of our paper, was among the
94. Aged 78, he has been in the ser-
vice of the Forte’s for 20 years and is
still employed as Cellar Manager at
the Cockney Pride. He is the second
oldest active employee of the group.

Mr. Portmann wrote to us saying
that, although he had come to this
country in 1915, he had never relin-
quished a Swiss nationality of which
he was “justly proud”, despite the fact
that it had often prevented him from
obtaining positions open to him if he
had become a naturalised British.

WELFARE OFFICE
for
SWISS GIRLS IN GREAT BRITAIN
(For Information, Advice or Help)
31 Conway Street, London, W.1
(Nearest Underground Station:
Warren Street)
Telephone: 01-387 3608
RECEPTION HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment
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