Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1972)
Heft: 1650
Rubrik: Swiss events

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 26.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

and doing everything technically poss-
ible to abate the noise of jets. This is
fortunately under way.

Nothing prevents people who are
sensitive {0 noise from moving to
another area, but this may perhaps be
easier said than done. The next best
solution should be to sound-proof
houses. This is technically feasible, and
should start with multiple-glazed win-

dows. The cost of such fittings should
be paid by the State (this has recently
been planned in the UK) with eventual
contribution by aircraft companies,
which could pass on part of the ex-
pense to passengers. This seems to be
a better long-term alternative to closing
Intercontinental airports at nights.

(PMB)

SWISS EVENTS

FEDERAL

Swiss mission in Brussels

As the Swiss prepare to vote on
their association to the Common
Market during a national referendum,
their interest in Brussels are being de-
fended by seven diplomats assigned to
the Mission Suisse auprés des Com-
munautées Europeennes. This Mission,
probably unique in the Swiss diplo-
matic service bescause of the highly
specialised nature of its duties, and
because it works not with one, but with
several partners, is responsible for
keeping Berne informed of Community
developments. This involves 600 telex
messages a year, and an astounding
volume of diplomatic mail. The head
of the Mission is Ambassador Paul
Wurth, who has been in Brussels since
the beginning of the Common Market
negofiations. His chargé d’affaires is
Minister Pierre Cuénod. At the head
of the Chancery is a former Swiss
diplomat in London: Mr. Pierre
Bringolf, This team accompanied Mr.
Paul Jolles, Switzerland’s negotiator to
the Common Market, during the
lengthy negotiations which preceded
the last July agreement. Much of the
success of this agreement will depend
to some extent on the kind of relations
which this highly qualified team of
diplomats will manage to maintain
with the European authorities in
Brussels.

Purchase of real estate by foreigners

New regulations for the purchase
of property by foreigners living abroad
are under study at the Department of
Justice and Police. The orders im-
plemented in the days of Mr. Ludwig
Von Moos, and the 21st June Decree
which has frozen since this summer all
property transactions with foreigners,
will give way to a generally more sup-
ple system but strengthened controls
by Berne over individual cantons. The
new regulations which Mr. Kurt Fur-
gler, Head of the Department of Justice
and Police, may decide to enforce are
outlined in recently published pro-
posals. Although purchase procedures
will be simplified and made easier,
foreigners will be expected to reside for
over five years before buying primary
residences. Cantons suffering from a
“saturation” of foreigners or foreign
owned property will be bound to put a
stop on new demands, The Confeder-
ation will be entitled to cancel all auth-
orisations delivered by Cantons which
it considers unjustified, Solicitors and
civil servants concerned with property
transactions will be supervised more
closely. Barriers for the investment of
foreign funds in cheap and social
housing will be lifted in those areas
suffering from an acute shortage of
housing.

1971 was a record year for prop-
erty purchases from abroad. 4,849 ap-
plications were accepted and only four
per cent of all applications had been

rejected. The previous year, 3..448 ap-
plications to buy land or buildings had
been accepted.

Tunisian minister in Berne

Mr. Mohamed Masmoudi, Tun-
isia’s foreign minister, paid an official
visit to Switzerland at the end of Oct-
ober. He was the first Arab foreign
minister to come to Switzerland in an
official capacity. Relations between
Switzerland and Tunisia have been
traditionally excellent. Mr. Masmoudi
had talks with Mr. Pierre Graber and
Mr. Kurt Furgler, whom he invited to
come to Tunisia in the near future.
These negotiations led to an agreement
on an amendment of economic relations
and a development of technical co-op-
eration. The vice-director of the com-
mercial division of the Department of
Economy, Mr. Emilio Moser, will leave
for Tunis next spring to work out the
details of these new relations. The
Canton of Vaud will undertake to set
up topographical and civil engineering
departments at the University of Tunis.

During a press conference, Mr.
Masmoudi said that Switzerland should
feel more concerned about the prob-
lems of the Mediterranean and the
Middle East, quoting Churchill, he said
“These areas were the underbelly of
Europe.” He said that Swiss meditation
should go beyond the stages of good
intentions, and be motivated by the
desire of conciliating the positions. of
the parties concerned in the Middle
East conflict.

Arms exports fall sharply

Swiss arms exports were sharply
down on last year during the first nine
months of this year. Preliminary figures
show that exports to Latin America
were a quarter of what they were dur-
ing the same period a year before, and
those to Africa almost a twentieth of
their previous level. This seems to be
a result of the federal order of 29th
September, 1970 which tightened the
screw on arms exports to politically
troubled countries. Thus the authorised
arms business with the third world has
become almost insignificant.
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Compacrow
turns wasteful space
into profitable storage

Increase your storage capacity by up to 1007,

Compacrow is the superb
Acrow mobile storage system. A
system that literally fills your aisles
with storage. Storage you can walk
through ! Compacrow units
glide effortlessly at a touch —or
a flick of a switch — giving

you movable access ! and theft.

Acrow (Automation) Limited,
Moorhall Road, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex
Tel: Harefield 2411 Telex: 22851
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*PEOPLE WORK WITH ACROW SYSTEMS’

There is so much that’s good
about the Compacrow system.
Marvellously versatile, units will
house many things. Stationery.
Components. Linens. Computer
Tapes. Archives. Filing. And
offer protection against fire, dust

The system can double your
storage capacity, halve the'storage
area, release valuable space for more
profitable use and save you rent.

Look at the benefits of
Compacrow. With it our engineers
could turn your space into effective
working storage.

Please send me details on the Compacrow Storage System.
. Acrow (Automation) Ltd., Moorhall Road, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex
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EEC referendum

The Swiss people will be called to
the polls on 3rd December to express
their support on the free-trade agree-
ment signed last June between Switzer-
land and the European Community.
The campaign for this referendum has
already begun and is largely in support.
The union of Swiss farmers and Swiss
trade unions have supported the terms
of the Agreement at their recent as-
semblies. Recent opinion polls has
shown that 59 per cent of the popu-
lation supports the Agreement, 10 per
cent are against any sort of association
with the EEC, 19 per cent think Swit-
zerland should join it, and 12 per cent
have no opinion.

Munchenstein Initiative

The  Munchenstein  Initiative,
which calls for the introduction of some
sort of civil service, as compared with
military service, for young people con-
sidering themselves unable to perform
military duties on grounds of con-
science will be proposed for approval
to Parliament. The Federal Council
has decided not to alter the text, which
is in fact fairly general and offers a
general framework for detailed legis-
lation by Parliament. The initiative will
thus lead to a referendum. It asks that
conscientious objectors should spend
their time usefully rather than in
prison. The reasons for refusing service,
which need not necessarily be religious,
would be examined very closely.

To punish Libya

The hi-jack of a German airliner
and the liberation of the three Pale-
stinian commandos held imprisoned in
Germany for their part in the Munich
massacre induced the Young Liberals
of Neuchatel to send an open letter to
Mr. Pierre Graber, Head of the Politi-
cal Department, asking him to break
diplomatic relations with Libya, where
hi-jackers and the three freed com-
mandos had found asylum.

Scientific evaluation of speed ban limit

The Federal Council has approved
proposals for spending three million
francs on the scientifically evaluating
of the results of the 100 km speed limit
which is going to be enforced on Swiss
roads next year for a trial period. This
had already been decided during talks
between Parliament and road author-
ities before the speed-ban was announ-
ced by the Government. A study group
set up by the Department of Justice
and Police will be responsible for the
enquiry.

Easier lot for seasonals

Some 12,000 seasonal workers
(who have a yearly renewable work
permit and may stay in Switzerland
only nine months—without their fam-
ilies) may be promoted to the status of
yearly workers. Seasonal workers are
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the “underdog” least favoured category
of foreign workers in Switzerland. They
may stay only nine months a year
without their families and must apply
every year for new work permits.
Yearly workers, without being consid-
ered as residents in their full rights,
have at least the security of the right to
live with their wives and children and
more job security.

If all goes well, Berne may even
favour a further 13,000 seasonals,
bringing to 25,000 the number of for-
eign workers allowed to stay on a more
permanent basis.

Relations with North Vietnam

After several weeks of inexplicable
wariness, Hanoi’s attitude thawed and
Switzerland’s new ambassador to North
Vietnam, Mr. Pierre Chatelain, was al-
lowed to present his letters of credence.
For some weeks the establishment of
diplomatic relations with Hanoi lay
in the balance as the Hanoi Govern-
ment made it known that it was not
prepared to receive Mr. Pierre Chate-
lain, who is also Swiss Ambassador to
Ceylon. In apparent retaliation, the
Political Department had waived a gift
of 450,000 francs’ worth of humani-
tarian aid to North Vietnam. Some
people believed that Hanoi’s attitude
was due to the new links which were
at the same time being established with
Saigon. As a neutral country, Switzer-
land felt it was not in a position to
indulge in “political favoritism” by
establishing diplomatic relations with
one or the other of the two Vietnamese
states.

Ugandan Asians in Switzerland

190 Ugandan Asians have arrived
in Switzerland. Ten more were expected
to join them from Britain later. They
had landed aboard a Swissair plane
at Kloten and were transferred to five
small camps run by the Red Cross.
They were expected to stay here from
one to three months. 34 refugees were
sent to Trogen, 23 at the Pestalozzi
Village, 57 at Vaumarcus (Neuchatel),
37 at Gwatt in the Lake of Thun, and
39 at Erlenbach, in the Simmenthal.
All the expatriate families had been
chosen prior to leaving for the country.
The cost of their provisional upkeep
is estimated at 500.000 francs. With
the inclusion of transport and other
costs, the Confederation will have spent
1.3 million francs on the whole oper-
ation this year. The Central Office for
Aid to Refugees will help the Ugandan
Asians in their assimilation to Swiss
life. Plans will be taken not to disperse
the families, which will settle down in
groups in those cantons offering them
refuge.

Anti-foreign initiative
The “National Action against the
Over-foreignisation of Switzerland” has

remitted 70,000 signatures to the Fed-
eral man in Berne in favour of a new

initiative. This calls for a new consti-
tutional article 69-IV according to
which only 4,000 aliens will be entitled
to naturalisation every year. The
foreign  population in  Switzerland
would be limited to half a million and
the proportion in any canton not to
exceed 12 per cent, with the exception
of Geneva, which has a right to 25 per
cent. The National ‘Action accepts the
presence of 150,000 seasonals and
70,000 border workers—a slight re-
duction on current figures.

Celio stays in office

Nello Celio, our President for 1972
and Head of the Department of
Finance, has announced that he would
remain in office. After having pre-
viously expressed the intention to retire
from the Federal Council and resume
his legal activities in Lugano. He made
the announcement to the Executive of
the Radical (Freisinnig) Party. He is
expected to stay until the end of the
present legislature, due to end in 1975.
His decision was gradually welcomed
by political circles, who saw no other
likely successor in his own party.

Federal Budget

The 1973 Budget has been pre-
sented by Mr. Nello Celio. Despite
considerable cuts, it is 169 million
fence (2,496 million), 21.9 per cent
to 11,360 million francs, against an in-
come of 11,164 million francs. The
principle items are the following: De-
fence (2496 million), 21.9 per cent;
Social Security, 21.7 per cent; Com-
munications and Energy, 15.3 per cent;
Universities and Research, 9.8 per
cent; Agriculture, 9.6 per cent.

YOUR TRAVEL
IS OUR BUS!INESS

by air - coach - rail - sea
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
just the ticket
package holidays
independent arrangements
coach tours
cruising
car ferries
motorail
self drive cars
party bookings
private coaches
hotel reservations
no booking fee
Ask for free brochure from

A. GANDON

HOWSHIP TRAVEL AGENCY
(Established 1934)
188 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush
W12 7|p
(next to Metropolitan Station)
Tel.: 743 6268

MEMBER OF ABTA




Uberall das gleiche—MAT!

Every country in Europe knows that MAT
means fast reliable freight to and from Europe,
in and around Europe. Because MAT serves
Europe completely.

MAT operates 2,000 containers and 450
trailers, by rail and road, door to door, to and
from any town in the UK and virtually any
town in Europe.

MAT operates full load and groupage,
reliably, quickly, with the minimum of paperwork.
Get on to MAT now. Get a reliable name in the
freight business on your side. Danke schon.

MAT TransportLimited, Arnold House, 36/41

HolywellLane, London E.C.2.
Telephone: 01-247 6500. ‘r
Telex 886384 and 883225

Serves Europe completely

The International Bank
for International People.

Lloyds & Bolsa International Bank is strongly
established in Western Europe and the Western Hemis-
phere.

LBI has a wide direct representation in the EEC and
Switzerland, and is also the only British bank with a
branch network covering virtually the whole of Latin
America.

LBI plays an important role in the Eurocurrency
market and has arranged finance for many major projects
world wide.

The LBI Group, through its branches, associates and
representatives in New York, Nassau, Paris, Frankfurt,
Brussels, Amsterdam and Zurich, has a direct access to
principal sources of foreign currencies in all the world’s

ZURICH, 18 Borsenstrasse
Telephone 25-87-65

GENEVA, 1 Place Bel Air
Telephone 25-03-20

great financial centres.

To these established features should be added LBI’s
experience and reputation gained in Eastern Europe,
Japan, the Middle East and Australasia, and the Bank’s
valuable links with Lloyds Bank Limited and the Mellon
Bank of Pittsburgh.

The Bank’s multi-currency capability, its skill in
tailoring the use of funds to meet specific requirements,
its spread of branches and representatives throughout
the world, all combine to make LBI of essential interest to
any business operating across national frontiers.

LBI is represented in Switzerland by Lloyds Bank
Europe with branches in Zurich, Geneva and Lugano.
Contact the specialists:

LUGANO, 9 Corso Pestalozzi
Telephone 3-90-91

_International Bank Limited

40/66 Queen Victoria St. London EC4. Tel: 01-248 9822




CANTONAL

No Nazis in the Tessin

The Federal Council had to re-
assure a National Councillor that there
were no Nazi war criminals in the
Tessin, a Canton which offers asylum
to an important German community.
Worried by the allegations of a Zurich
weekly which named several German
residents as having played important
roles during the Third Reich, this mem-
ber of parliament had asked the
Government what it intended to do
about this situation. The Federal Coun.
cil said that an enquiry had shown the
weekly’s allegations to be without foun-
dation. The author of the article. a Mr.
Disler, had named several persons, two
of them already dead, alleged to be
either former Waffen SS or doctors in
concentration camps. The federal en-
quiry showed that the people men-
tioned had formally been proved in-
nocent. One of them was in fact not
even residing in the Tessin. The only
Nazi of note mentioned by Mr. Disler
was Otto Skorzeny, who freed Musso-
lini. He is forbidden from entering
Switzerland, and there is no knowledge
of him having infringed that order, as
stated by the article. Finally, Mr. Disler
wrote that the writer Hans Habe, who

recently won a libel suit against Fried-
rich Duerrenmatt, had been liaising
with foreign information networks. A
confrontation between him and Mr.
Disler proved that the allegations were
baseless.

Railway accident near Aigle

Four people were killed in a
railway collision outside Saint Triphon,
near Aigle, as the Lausanne-Sion Ex-
press crashed with a goods train. The
leading motor-coach collided with a
wagon loaded with about 80 tons of
fuel oil. It immediately burst into
flames and the leading load of the ex-
press train was derailed and engulfed
in flames. A thick black ball of smoke
hung above for several hours. Four
occupants of the leading coach, includ-
ing the driver, were killed.

Lake Geneva cleaned by 1976

The Franco-Swiss Commission for
the Protection of Lake Geneva held a
session at Zermatt to review the pro-
gress accomplished towards purifying
the Léman, one of the most polluted
lakes in the world.

The two official delegations noted

with satisfaction that Lake’s basin
would soon be equipped in both coun-
tries with water purifying plants. They
urged their respective governments to
include phosporous eliminating devices
in the current programme SO as to give
a chance for the marine life of the
Lake to pick-up. They expressed hope
that it could be de-polluted by the end
of 1976. The two countries have jointly
launched a five-year plan to clean the
Lake.

SWISS SPECIALITIES

SAUSAGES

CHEESE
CHOCOLATES
HERO CONSERVES
BISCUITs

ROCO CONSERVES

go to

BARTHOLDI’S

Charlotte Street, London W14
Telephone: MUS (636) 3762/3

ALSO FIRSTCLASS MEAT

ASSETS EXCEED
£600 MILLIONS

24 Cheapside, London E.C.2.

Head Office:

Swiss Life

INSURANCE AND PENSION COMPANY

(Incorporated with limited liability in Zurich Switzerland)

Mutual Company—Established 1857

30 Exchange Street East, Liverpool L2 3QB
Telephone: 01-236 3841

SCHWEIZERISCHE LEBENSVERSICHERUNGS-UND RENTENANSTALT, ZURICH.

specialises in Pension Plans for
International Companies with the

MASTER GOVER GONTRAGT

and offers in Great Britain all types
of life assurance and annuities.

Telephone: 051-236 6712
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All domestic and
international banking
transactions including:—

® Company and Investment
Management

® Corporate Finance
® Capital Issues
® Documentary Credits

@ Discounting of Trade Bills (including
East European and South American)

@ All types of Export Finance
and Advisory Services

® Clearing, Barter and Compensation
Trading

® Blocked Currencies

3 COPTHALL COURT-LONDON EC2
Tel: 01-606 0381 Telex: 28252 Grams: Whytebank London EC2

Member of the Triumph Investment Trust Group

TELLWILLIAM, I'd soonet
trugt my ROAMER

OF SWITZERLAND

Our Target—
Precision Perfection.

Our aim—
Prices within
everyone's range.

ROAMER WATCHES (ENGLAND) LTD.
29-35 Farringdon Rd. London EC1.
01-405 2858




Destruction of the Jungfraujoch Hotel

The Jungfraujoch Hotel was
nearly almost completely destroyed by
a gigantic fire in the middle of the night
at the end of October. The glimmer
from the fire could be seen distinctly
from Interlaken. The Scheidegg-Jung-
fraujoch stretch of the Jungfrau Rail-
way was closed to help the enquiry.
There were not victims. The fifteen
people who were at the hotel managed
to scramble outside leaving their be-
longings behind. The hotel, which had
been successively enlarged, opened in
1912 at the time when the Jungfrau
Railway was built, It was the highest
hotel in the world at the time.

MODERN LIFE

Swiss peasants organised for 75 years

The Union of Swiss Farmers
celebrated its 75th Anniversary at its
last Annual Assembly on 24th Octo-
ber. This organisation, which em-
braces the Swiss peasantry and acts
as their spokesman, had invited Fed-
eral Councillor Ernst Brugger, Head
of the Department of Economy, as
well as two former Federal Council-
lors, Mr. Wahlen and Mr. Weber.

The Assembly welcomed the
Swiss-EEC free trade agreement but
expressed concern at the diminishing
revenue of farmers. It called for in-
creased subsidies and protection in
various agricultural fields. In his ad-
dress, Mr. Brugger painted a picture

of national economic developments
during the past 25 years. He called for
increased agricultural specialisation

and criticised those farmers who were
hoarding animal foodstuffs to increase
their price, and others who turned
themselves into property speculators.
He said that subsidies could not be
considered as a panacea to all the ills
of Swiss agriculture.

Marriage agencies controlled in Berne

Marriage agencies will be submit-
ted to strict police controls in Berne
and require a special licence. Marriage
agencies from other cantons will not
be allowed to advertise in Berne until
they, too, obtain the necessary auth-
orisation. The new regulations follow
the unchecked growth of marriage
brokers® offices, which are one of the
consequences of the growing loneliness
of urban life. The law also aims at
stemming the creation of various dis-
honest businesses operating on the
fringe of legality.

How to use medicine

In a recent seminar sponsored in
Berne by the Swiss Academy of Medi-
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cine, it was recalled that the medical
profession was actually flooded by
new products. Over 15,000 prepara-
tions are currently at their disposal
and new ones, prompted by often in-
competent salesmen, are foisted on
them all the time.

This tendency, noted one speaker,
reflected modern man’s hate of any
sort of suffering or physical discom-
fort. He resorted immediately to medi-
cine to relieve them. This is all the
more easy that 40 per cent of market-
able medicines can be bought over
the counter. Despite this profusion of
drugs, pharmaceutical companies con-
tinually step up their research. They
find it harder every year. Ten years
ago, one in 500 synthesis lead to a
marketable product. Now, over 5,000
attempts have to be made before
something worthwhile emerges.

Nearly a fifth of the products that
eventually come out of these labora-
tories are rejected by the Intercantonal
Office for Medicine Control. Despite
this stringency, France, Italy and
Japan do not recognise Swiss tests.
This makes the penetration of Swiss
pharmaceutical products difficult in
these countries.

55 drowned this summer

Fifty-five people (25 children, 28
men and two women) were drowned in
Switzerland this summer, against 101
the previous year. This fall is attri-
buted to poorer weather, new forbid-
den bathing sites and a safety cam-
paign.

Winter Olympics: Sion expected to
back down

Now that the voters of Colorado
have voted against the 1976 Winter
Olympics in Denver (during the presi-
dential elections) the International
Olympic Committee, whose Executive
Commission was due to meet at Laus-
anne on 13th November, was expected
to ask Sion whether it was still pre-
pared to organise the next winter
Olympics.Sion had been Denver’s main
contender for the 1976 Olympics and
had hoped to be the venue of the last
ones, which were held this winter at
Sapporo, Japan. However, it seems
that positions has since changed and
that Sion’s authorities will decline the
offer in view of the exorbitant costs
involved and the present financial re-
straint called for by the Federal govern.-
ment. Besides, is it more than likely
Sion’s eventual candidacy would be re-
jected by the people of the Valais. Even
if Sion were to organise the Olympics,
it could not offer the same kind of ac-
commodation and massive equipment
as Sapporo, a town of over a million. It
was all the same prepared to go a long
way to keep up with much larger rivals.

Plans had already been drawn up for
a new ice rink and winter-events stad-
um.

International Agreement on School
Co-ordination

The Conference of Cantonal
Directors has decided to leave un-
changed the Intercantonal Agreement
on School Co-ordination despite the
objections to the Agreement voiced this
year by the peoples of several cantons.
One of the most controversial pro-
visions of the Agreement is to begin the
school year in August, and not in
Spring. So far twelve of the nineteen
contracting cantons are beginning the
school year in the Autumn. The Inter-
cantonal Agreement is an attempt to
settle the various distortions in the
school system resulting from Switzer-
land’s federal structure in by-passing
Berne, and thus leaving intact the
sovereignty of Cantons in educational
matters.

““Purge’’ in the National Park

The  French  mass-circulation
weekly I'Express had a two page report
with pictures on the elimination of a
thousand stags and deers in the Nat-
ional Park. The magazine claimed that
this decision by the cantonal authorities
of the Grisons, prompted by overpopu-
lation and overgrazing in the Park, had
caused a scandal in Switzerland. It re-
called that there were 10,000 stags and
deers in the Grisons, 2,500 of them in
the National Park, This, according to
the I'Express, meant a density of up to
twelve animals per hectare. In order to
keep this check, hunters were author-
ised to kill a quota of about 500 ani-
mals every year between 9th and 26th
September. This year, hunting had been
authorised during October to wipe out
excess population of deers. Hunters
were being paid a hundred francs for
each animal killed. L’Express said that
several French and Italian gaming re-
serves were interested in getting stags
from the Grisons but had baulked at
the high prices asked.

Meanwhile, the Grison’s hunting
office announced that three hundred
deers had been killed during a post-
season operation in the Lower Enga-
dine and the Muentertal. Hunters had
aimed primarily at the weakened stags
and deers, young and sick animals.
Eighty hunters took part in the oper-
ation.

Anti-army suicide

A young man picked out against
his will to accomplish nine months of

military duty as petty officer committed

suicide in Vevey. This unusual and
rather pathetic case caused a consid-
erable upstir in the area.
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Principal London Office
99 GRESHAM STREET,
P.O. Box No. 114,
LONDON EC2P 2BR
Tel. 01-606 4000

West End Branch

SWISS CENTRE,

1 NEW COVENTRY STREET,
LONDON W1V 8BR

Tel. 01-734 0767

(Savings Account facilities available)
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SWISS BANK CORPORATION

(a Company limited by shares, incorporated in Switzerland)

SOCIETE DE BANQUE SUISSE
SCHWEIZERISCHER BANKVEREIN
SOCIETA DI BANCA SVIZZERA

Offices throughout Switzerland

in New York, San Francisco, and Tokyo
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“EUROTEL”

BOISOLEIL — VERBIER — SWITZERLAND

Enjoy holidays in a freehold, self-contained, luxuriously
furnished apartment at fabulous, fashionable Verbier,
Switzerland. Within easy reach of Geneva, a sunny
plateau over 4,500 feet in the Swiss Alps. Boisoleil is
a development of 143 family apartments in a hotel
complex with first class communal services including
restaurant, bar, lounge, shops, heated swimming pool,
sauna, solarium, heated car park and atomic shelter.
Imagine 320 Idyllic days sun per year! This
co-ownership scheme entitles you and your family to
holiday in your own property for a regular period
each year. Prices from Sw. Fr. 2000.
66 1) 150 Cheapside, London, EC2
EU ROTEL Telex 887336

% HOLIDAYS
% INVESTMENT

WE SHOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY
TO GIVE INFORMAL TALKS TO GROUPS.

OTHER PROJECTS IN SPAIN AND COTE
D’AZUR, FRANCE.

Tel: 01-606 9186
01-606 5486




PRO HELVETIA ACTIVITIES

The Pro Helvetia Foundation, one
of whose tasks is to promote Swiss
culture across the world, has supported
a number of recent international events.
The Foundation enumerated some of
these in its September Press Circular.

Pro Helvetia and the Association
of Swiss Musicians jointly sponsored
the 28th International Contest of
Musical Interpretation in Geneva. Ths
Foundation helped to finance the com-
position of a piece of music for the
sight-reading contest and an orchestra
for strings and percussion.

The Herbert von Karajan Found-
ation invited the Berne Youth Symph-
ony Orchestra to its 11th orchestral
competition. Pro Helvetia helped the
Orchestra, which was conducted by
Bernhard de Quervain, to accomplish
the journey. The Stadler-Quintet left on
a tour of South America to perform
works by Swiss composers, such as
Robert Blum, Willy Burkhard, Rudolf
Kelterhorn and Hans-Ulrich Lebman.
Also with Pro Helvetia’s support, the
Geneva Ensemble of Contemporary
Music lef; in September for Holland
where it was invited to participate in
the Dutch International Musical Fest-
ival. Swiss painter Hans Erni, well
known for his horses and the elegance
of his graphic style, will exhibit his
works this coming December in
Niamey (Niger) and Abidjan (Ivory
Coast). From November to January.

the Tel Aviv Museum will display an
exhibition of Swiss paintings and
sculptures. Among the artists repre-
sented will be Giacometti and Sophie
Tiduber-Arb, both Swiss.

An exhibition of Swiss “Indust-
rial Design™ is currently waiting to be
shown in Brazil at a forthcoming
congress on the subject. It will then
be moved during January-February to
four Brazilian cities: Brasilia, Belo
Horizonte, Curitiba and Porto Alegre.

The exhibition of “Swiss Graphic
Design”, which was recently staged in
the Royal College of Art, London,
and will be shown at the Glasgow Art
Gallery from 22nd November to 20th
December, had previously travelled to
Montreal with the support of Pro Hel-
vetia. An exhibition of Swiss contem-
porary ari is currently being held in
Bochum, West Germany, and will
probably be shown in the art museums
of Lubeck and Graz.

Pro Helvetia subsidises books on
Swiss matters. “The Swiss—A Panor-
ama of Swiss Culture” by the Ameri-
can, Walter Sorell, was translated into
German by Hugo Loetscher with the
bailing Pro Helvetia monies. Six short
Swiss films are at present being shown
in various Norwegian towns.

The Peter W. Loosli puppet
theatre, from Gossau, represented
Switzerland last September at the in-
ternational puppet festival at Charle-
ville (France). His marionettes played
an opera written by Stravinsky and
Ramuz: “L’Histoire du Soldat”.

ENEHENENTS ERATIONAUX

(L OFER BERNE

UGG A OELER

— Works of Art.

In Switzerland

3001 Berne,
Bubenbergplatz 9.
Tel. 031 22 00 22.
Telex. 32414 Kerolch

TRAVEL TWICE MONTHLY TO AND
FROM SWITZERLAND AND ENGLAND
Providing DOOR TO DOOR SERVICES

with vans specially equipped to carry
— Household Removals. — Exhibition Goods..

For full information contact

KEenurrr + OELER LTD.,

— Machinery.

In England
LEP PackING LTD.,
Corney Road,
Chiswick,
London, W 4,
Tel: 01-995 1300
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BUSINESS

Canadian loan on Swiss market

The Municipal Finance Authority
of British Columbia has issued a six
per cent, 15 year loan of 50 million
francs on the Swiss market. The money
will serve to develop the water supply
system of this Canadian state. The
subscription expires on 3rd November.

Higher premiums

The Swiss Touring Club has an-
nounced that car insurance premiums
will increase next year by an average
of 23 per cent over 1971. The Touring
Club had earlier appealed to the Fed-
eral Court against this increase.

Siow growth of Swiss watch exports

Watch exports are rising slower
than other industrial exports. For the
first eight months of this year, exports
of watches and movements have in-
creased by 6.2 per cent in volume but
by only two per cent in value. The
watch industry expects this trend to
improve somewhat in the short term.
A revaluation of the Japanese yen
would naturally be a boon to Swiss
watch manufacturers.

Fall in orders at Sulzer’s

Sulzer Brothers of Winterthur
registered a notable reduction in their
order book. Firm orders in September
stood at 1.9 billion francs, compared
with 2.2 billion francs at the same time
in 1971. This 13.5 per cent drop was
attributed to small investment demands
in the principle markets, and to the
hotting-up of competition. Monetary
fluctuations have also been unfavour-
able to business, in particularly in the
United States. Prospects have improved
in Latin America, with the exception
of Argentina and Chile, and in certain
parts of Africa. Sulzer hopes that the
enlargement of the European Com-
munity will help to strengthen its pos-
ition in a highly competitive market.

Biihrle to open to the public

The Biihrle-Oerlikon Group, the
largest privately-owned firm in Switzer.
land, has announced its intention of
opening up to public participation. This
might be as high as 25 per cent. A
spokesman for the company said that a
new shares issue had been postponed
because of the coming vote on Swiss
arms export. Now that the situation has
been classified, it was possible for the
company to take the necessary steps.
The spokesman said that Biihrle would
henceforth concentrate its military pro-
duction abroad.



Saint Nicholas Customs in Switzerland

In many parts of Switzerland,
ancient traditions are still alive around
Saint Nicholas day (6th December).
The protagonists, the “Klduse” as they
are popularly called, may differ in ap-
pearance from one region to the other,
but their common namesake is Saint
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, and as a
ribute they wear a high head-dress,
inspired by the mitre. Yet, the origin
of these popular customs must be
sought way back in pagan times, in the
annual rites the purpose of which was
to chase away the demons who haunted
the long winter nights.

The most impressive spectacle of
its kind may be seen every year at
Kussnacht a/Rigi and at Arth on the
lake of Zug, at the beginning of
December.

Long before the great occasion,
the boys and young men of the area go
to work on the mitres, called Infuln,
which often are more than three feet
high. This head-dress is made of card-
board cut out in ornamental patterns
which now also include Christian mo-
tives. On the inside, the open work is
covered with coloured, transparent
paper and illuminated by many candles.
This work of art is fitted onto a wooden
plate with two halfs and has to be
balanced on the head; for better sup-
port, it is further attached to a card-
board “top hat”. The lightbearers,
called Yffeln, wear long white beards
and a long, white shirtlike gown
trimmed with gold. The procession
starts about 7 p.m. and is indeed a
spooky sight because the ghostlike fig-
ures do not merely parade in even step
but perform a sort of ritual dance. They
are followed by the so-called Nicholas
chasers, a crowd of boys and young-
sters equipped with large cowbells,
small bells, horns and long whips, all
serving to make a hellish noise. Fully
unperturbed by this pagan agitation,
Saint Nicholas with Schmutzli, his ser-
vant, goes quietly about his business
distributing presents in the homes. In
the later hours, crowd, lights, noise and
all, visits the homesteads and farms of
the neighbourhood. The procession will
pay special reverence to the big fruit
trees, hitting their stems with the bells,
in observance of an ancient fertility
ritual.

In the small town of Kaltbrunn
(Canton of St. Gall), Saint Nicholas is
féted every four years. Led by the saint
with ass and driver, eleven white-clad
figures (Klduse) parade through the
streets, symbolic of the twelve months
in the year. Besides the ornamented
and illuminated mitres which here
cover the face and are carried on the
shoulders, they have a huge cowbell
attached to the broad belt. The dull,
monotonous sound of the bells is most
effectively contrasted by the cracking
of whips which young men handle to
sound like machine gun fire.

In some towns on the lake of
Zurich and in the Zurich Oberland,
tradition runs along very similar lines,
Besides the ass which in itself is a faint
recollection of Woden’s mount, a fur-
ther element are grotesque animals
which hint at supernatural forces.

Even in Zurich, a Saint Nicholas
tradition was revived some 45 years
ago. On 6th December, the school chil-
dren of Wollishofen have their own
parade with home-made, illuminated
head-dresses, cowbells and horns.

Seeing the pagan origin of these
customs, the combined effect of light
and noise to chase away the winter
demons, it is readily understandable
that they have survived not only on 6th
December but, in many places, on New
Year’s eve when the evil spirits are
driven out together with the old year.

The characteristic features remain
the same as at Stdafa on the lake of
Zurich where on the last day of the
year four lightbearers (Silvesterkliiuse),
six men wearing wooden masks and
the ass are driven through the streets
by the whip-cracking driver. There is
another figure, a clownlike character
who meantime visits the houses to col-
lect donations. In acknowledgement of
the contributions received he will blow
his horn for the whole group to gather
and perform a circular dance with as
much noise as possible,

In the Zurich Oberland, the
Kliuse appear in the afternoon of 31st
December, not in groups but individu-
ally, often accompanied by one of the
typical animals. Their illuminated
head-dress—here called Nahrenangeli
—is of modest size, but attached to
hips and shoulders they carry the full
range of bells of a cowherd. They also
dance or rather jump as high as they
can, considering the weight, and try to
sound the bells in harmony. They visit
the homes and taverns wishing a happy
New Year and asking for donations.

In some regions, these traditions
are observed on 12th January, New
Year’s eve according to the Julian cal-
endar of 46 B.C. As a matter of fact,
the people of Appenzell, Glarus and
the Grisons opposed the calendar re-
form introduced by Pope Gregory XIII
in 1582 and kept to the Julian calendar
up until the 1798 revolution—and to
the present day, as far as these par-
ticular customs are concerned.

At Urnisch and in pants of the
Appenzell hill country, the young
people inaugurate the nocturnal festi-
val. Dressed in fantastic costumes with
large wooden hats decorated with all
sorts of litle carved figures, hung with
every kind of bell, they romp around
wildly and make an infernal noise.
This, however, is but the introduction
to the parade of the Kliuse. There are
the so-called Schellenkliiuse, men
whose head-dresses are intricate jig-saw
masterpieces. Every kind of a thing is
represented-—houses, bridges, funicul-
ars, viaducts ets.—according to how

far the individual’s imagination roams.
The women —<called Rollenkliuse
wear highly artistic bonnets and waxen
masks with a fixed smile. Counterpart
to these “fair” personages who stand
for fertility are the “ugly” figures re-
presenting pagan demons. Their cost-
umes are made of every kind of mat-
erial, fir branches, skins and rags, and
they wear weird masks. While, theore-
tically, the two sexes are present, the
actors are all young men. All the
characters, fair and ugly, are covered
with large round bells the clamour of
which drastically underlines the strange
rhvthm of their dancing as they set out
to conjure away a world of demons
long vanished. There may be some 200
of them who make merry in their way
they will visit the farms, bolt into the
taverns with the long-drawn yodel,
typical of Appenzell.

Symbolic expression of the people’s
attachment to the traditions of old, the
“Silvesterkliuse™ herald the New Year,
thus linking past and future.

T. Sutter
(by courtesy of Swiss National
Tourist Office.)

Swissair to introduce lower fares for
Husbands/Wives in Europe

From 1st April, 1973 Swissair will
introduce a 50 per cent cut on normal
economy class return fares in Europe
for husbands or wives travelling
together. Eligible for the reduction is
the wife or the husband, the other pay-
ing the normal return fare. The trip
has to be completed within five days.
excluding the day of departure, and
husband and wife have to travel
together both ways.
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PASTORIA .
RESTAURANT

Intimate after-theatre suppers
from 10 p.m. $
2 courses, half a carafe 4
of wine and as much coffec as
you like for £1-85 per person.

Theatre dinners a la carte
from 6.15 onwards.

A la carte lunches weekdays.
Closed Sundays.

The Pastoria is in St. Martin’s
Street, off the south side of
Leicester Square, by the side

of the Leicester Square Theatre.

For reservations,
phone 01-930 8641
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