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years ago. Today, its problem is to
handle over-abundance and improve
the quality of life of its citizens. In
the first place, we should preserve or
re-create the vital spaces indispensible
to our well-being. On 6th June, 1971,
the Swiss people set the Confederation
launching on a global environmental
policy. The task of protecting our en-
vironment calls for careful planning
and regional planning. This is abso-
lutely necessary if we want to leave
our children a worthwhile heritage of
humane towns, regenerating land-
scapes, unspoilt lakes and forests. But
before we can act in an efficient way,
we will hvae to agree on basic con-
ceptions.

In the field of education, the
Confederation will in future have to
assume a more active role and take
initiatives. It has already undertaken
to promote the growth of universities,
the implementation of a goal-oriented
science policy and increased art spon-
sorship.

When we think of the future, our
thoughts naturally turn to those who
will take this future in hand: The
young of today. Until now and with
a few regrettable exceptions, youth has
not caused us problems beyond our
understanding. Yet we have to realise
a certain ‘“malaise” exists among a
great many young. With some, it is
expressed by an indifferent attitude
and by self-centredness, with others
it comes out as a systematic opposition
to the etablished order. These are
phenomena which we may not ignore.
We must especially help the young
who ask questions, with an often high-
ly critical mind, on our existing in-
stitutions and on the future of our
country.

Several recent publications devel-
op ideas worthy of interest and which
we should take very seriously: I am
thinking in particular of the latest

annual pamphlet of the Nouvelle
Société Helvétique entitled “Which
Switzerland do we want?”. We can

only hail the sense of engagement and
criticism of this publication.

But to solve all these problems,
we need adequate financial means.
We will have to find new resources.
But that is not all. We also need to

have a sense of measure. In my 1st
August speech, I urgently appealed
to my compatriots to act and think
along those lines. We cannot allow
the State to degenerate into a gigantic
services enterprise. Before calling on
its assistance, all people concerned,
whether in Switzerland or abroad,
must think of the ways of solving
their problems by their own means.
This old truth is expressed by the
popular adage: Whoever seeks a
helping hand will find it at the end of
his arm!

COMMENT

END OF THE
MILAN-CORSAIR SAGA

Six years after it had been decided
to equip the Air Force with a new
ground-assault jet fighter, after years
of painstaking evaluation, controversy
and political upheaval, the Federal
Council announced that it had made
up its mind: Switzerland would buy
neither the “Milan™ nor the “Corsair”
—~the two contending aircraft which
had survived a lengthy process of
elimination.

The two reasons put forward
were as folows: First, Mr. Rudolph
Gnaegi, Head of the Military Depart-
ment, explained that the deficit be-
tween federal income and expenditure
has soared in the recent past. Spending
the planned 1,400 million francs on a
new aircraft would make the situation
worse and run against the govern-
ment’s fight against inflation and eco-
nomic overheating. Mr. Gnaegi added
that the destination of 80 per cent of
federal expenditure was fixed by law.
This lack of flexibility made it there-
fore impossible to spend money on
new planes at the expense of other
defence and civilian commitments.

The second reason put forward
by Mr. Gnaegi was that military con-
ceptions had changed since 1966, the
year when it was decided to find a
replacement for the “Venom” and
when the specifications of the new
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machine were first laid down. He said
that this about-turn fell within a gen-
eral reconsideration of national stra-
tegy. The Military Department would
be asked to make temporary propo-
sals. This was understood to imply
the purchase of more refurbished
Hawker-Siddeley “Hunters”, thirty of
which have already been supplied to
the Air Force.

Thus years of efforts by military
experts were spent in vain. They per-
formed their job to the best of their
ability, although their final conclusions
in favour of the Corsair left room for
some doubt. One understands none-
theless that they should be bitter over
this outcome. Early in August, Mr.
Heiner Schulthess, Head of the Arma-
ments Division of the Military Depart-
ment, had resigned in protest against
the Government’s delay in taking a
final decision after it had received
formal recommendations in favour of
the “Corsair” by the Military.

The reasons put forward by the
Federal Council are definitely weak.
The planned expenditure had been
accepted and budgeted. The Govern-
ment had several years during which
to decide whether the country could
afford the necessary 1,400 million
francs. Everyone had been prepared
for the expenditure and one is sur-
prised that, all of a sudden, the figure
should have been deemed of forbid-
ding magnitude.

The Federal Council also had six
years to define strategies. The minds
of colonels, politicians, military ex-
perts and other pundits were set the
task of elaborating new strategies for
the seventies and eighties. The con-
cept of “global defence” of national
territory was evolved during that
period. New military etiquette was
introduced in the forces. The Swiss
Little Red Book, that gem of military
thinking, was distributed to every
household in the land. And yet, despite
all that intellectual effervescence. the
Government was unable to make up
its mind when it came to the crunch.
We should also note that the expen-
diture involved was quite moderate:
a ninth of the annual budget and con-
siderably less than what other similar
countries, such as Belgium, Holland
and Britain, are prepared to Spend,
all things being equal.

The Government
shown that it
wanted.

This having been said, we should
be thankful for the outcome of the
Milan-Corsair saga because, as the
French saying goes, “dans le doute
abstiens toi”. Secondly, it is true that
neither of the aircrafi were entirely
satisfactory. The selected “Corsair”
was at the end of the production line
and had been withdrawn from Viet-
nam operations. The “Milan” had not
yet proved itself with other foreign
air forces. One can also argue that

has therefore
didn’t know what it
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the nation has more pressing needs
than jet fighters. We hope that these
will never be used. Moreover, the risk
of a war in Europe is at present
remote.

But what is true of fighter planes
is surely true of other military equip-
ment. The Government apparently
considered aircraft in a different light
from other mechanised material for
which it has not hesitated to spend
heavily. However, forces equipped
with efficient guns, lorries and arm-
oured vehicles would be helpless with-
out a proper air cover.

With the exception of our 57
Mirage III-S interceptors, the bulk of
our fighting air force still consists of
“Venoms™” and “Hunters” built in the
early fifties. The “Hunter” cruises at
only 500 m.p.h. and can reach 600
m.p.h. in a dive. One fails to see how
such a plane could be a match for
modern fighters three times as fast
and equipped with air-to-air missiles.

Why should aircraft be sacri-
ficed to ground equipment? If the
necessity of a modern army is acknow-
ledged, then this army should be mod-
ernised all round. Mr. Gnaegi argued
that buying sophisticated jet fighters
would harm the “credibility’”” of Swiss
neutrality. But the other costly weap-
ons of the Army are also anti-neutral.

Much of this inconsistency reflects
the dilemma of small countries trying
to reconcile military credibility with
their modest means. Military officials
pressing for more defence funds claim
that it is no use having an army if
its equipment is inferior to the weap-
ons put in battery by a potential en-
emy. This argument was the mainstay
of the campaign launched by these
circles when the Swiss people were
called in the early sixties to decide
on an initiative depriving Switzerland
of all nuclear weapons. The anti-
initiative posters showed a soldier with
his hands chained.

Now it is the Government whose
hands are chained by the fear of
going all the way into making the
Swiss army an efficient deterrent. By
not buying a new aircraft, it has re-
mained half way along the road. Its
call for more strategic thinking is only
a temporary way out.

In our view, the Swiss army, as
indeed the army of any small country,
can’t possibly frighten off a potential
invader. This is equivalent to putting
in doubt the military use of our Army,
however many millions the Confedera-
tion may spend. It is not contrary to
patriotism to argue that “Hunters”
and “Venoms” are symbols of limited
military relevance. Yet they are neces-
sary as the outward trappings of a
national defence system. I; is, after
all, too early to disarm unilaterally.
This can only be carried out on a
multilateral basis, and that is why
Switzerland is keenly interested in the
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forthcoming European Security Con-
ference.

Although our country appears to
the tourist as the best defended in the
world (with all these fortifications and
the troops one meets on every train
journey), Switzerland in fact spends
less on its defence than any O‘ther
modern country in the world excepting
Iceland. Ignoring the loss of produc-
tion through regular individual mili-
tary commitments, Switzerland spends
about 21 per cent of its national in-
come on defence. This is why the
outcry of those dissenters who talk
about a waste of money on guns is
unfounded. Switzerland has enough
money to buy a few guns and offer
butter to the Third World.

The real reason for the existence

the country against the outside but
against the inside. The Army gives
consistency to our nation. It is a vital
part of the Swiss framework, a bond
uniting people of every social back-
ground; a school in civic duty; a sym-
bol of service to society; and one of
the last remaining bulwarks of our
values.

This is why the Army should be
preserved and made as democratic as
possible—and why the Declaration by
the so-called Thirty Two should be
rejected. The Thirty Two only see the
symbols of death emanating from
weapons. But weapons also breathe
vigilance, discipline and unity. But to
carry this symbolism, weapons mneed
of course, not be of the most sophis-
ticated and the most costly kind.

of the Swiss Army is not to defend (PMB)
FEDERAL In another development, the
American  magazine  “Newsweek”

The Confessional articles

The National Council voted by
121 to 3 in favour of a Government
project calling for the abrogation of

the two constitutional articles forbid-

ding Jesuits from carrying out their
ministry in Switzerland, and banning
all new convents and religious orders.
But the vote was not so clear-cut and
smooth as the above tally seems to
indicate. There were various counter
proposals, all of which were rejected.
These were: to substitute the sup-
pressed articles’ two addendas on
religious freedom; to take this oppor-
tunity to do away with two other
“confessional articles”—those prevent-
ing ministers of the Church from sit-
ting at the National Council and pre-
venting the Catholic Church from in-
stituting new dioceses in the country;
to submit the abrogation of the two
articles under examination separately
to the people. These proposals were
turned down in successive votes.

The Munich aftermath

A few days after the massacre of
the Israeli team at Munich, Interpol
warned the Swiss authorities that a
group of four or five Arab terrorists
were planning to blow up refineries
and industrial installations in Basle,
Zurich and Geneva. Every customs
office was immeditely armed and sur-
veillance doubled. Officers carried
guns during the day and double-
checked every Arab national crossing
the border. No arrest was reported.

claimed that the attack on the Olym-
pic Village had been planned in Swit-
zerland. The magazine said that Mr.
Daoud Barakat, who is officially the
Yemen Press Attaché at the United
Nations in Geneva, and, unofficially,
the Representative of the Organisation
for the Liberation of Palestine, played
a major role in preparing the attack.
“Newsweek” alleged that he had also
taken part in previous raids by the
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