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A FAREWELL TO
GOTTFRIED KELLER

As

Publisher of
Observer”, Honorary Secretary of its
Advisory Council as well as a personal
friend of many years standing I feel
that I cannot possibly let Mr. and

the ““Swiss

Mrs.  Gottfried Keller’s forthcoming
departure from the United Kingdom
pass unnoticed.

Gottfried Keller—Fred to his
friends—has spent 38 years in this
country, all of them as the London
Representative of the Swiss News
Agency and 35 of them in the addi-
tional capacity of London Editor of
the Basle daily newspaper “Basler
Nachrichten.” He has twice held the
responsible office of President of the
Foreign Press Association: first dur-
ing two difficult war years, and then
during a stretch of five years after the
conclusion of hostilities. On retiring
from those arduous duties ‘“back to
pure journalism”, as he was wont to
say, he soon became active again in
a totally different field; he founded
and presided over a local Tennis Club
in Hampstead, which has grown from
an initial membership of 40 to over

2

300 today. Of that club he is still an
active member as well as an honorary
life member.

Fred is also an honorary life
member of the London Group of the
Nouvelle Société Hélvétique, on the
Executive Committee of which he has
served for many years, most of them
as Vice-President. During the whole
of the Second World War he gave
informative lectures to the N.S.H.,
which regularly drew large audiences
in spite of air raids and in apprecia-
tion of which he was unanimously
elected to honorary membership for
life.

Fred Keller also served the Col-
ony as a member of the Committee of
the Anglo-Swiss Society during two
years, as well as the Executive Council
of the Swiss Hostel for Girls.

It is, however, in the Inner Coun-
cils of the “Swiss Observer” where
Fred Keller has rendered such sterling
service, that I got to know him and
the working of his mind really well.
From the days of the creation of the
Advisory Council, soon after the war,
up to a few weeks ago Fred has un-
stintingly given much of his time to
“Swiss Observer” work. He has been
one of the Council’s most active and
industrious members, having been
entrusted—or should I say saddled?—
with overall responsibility and control
over editorial policy.

He has been its Vice-Chairman
and during the last two years its
Chairman, but more than that he has
also been a lively contributor of arti-
cles which he partly signed with his
own name and sometimes with a pen
name. He has attended innumerable
Council meetings and missed very few,
if any. His contributions, also those
behind the scenes—and those were
many—were always constructive and
precise, always positive and often
characterised by courage of convic-
tion. What, after deliberation, he saw
as the right course he carried through.
With a mixture of tact and firmness
he has been able to overcome so very
many difficulties.

Together with myself he has also
acted as a negotiator when it became
necessary to devolve certain financial
responsibilities to a benefactor who
has so kindly undertaken to under-
write the Colony paper’s further exis-
tence. After his recent decision to
retire from “Swiss Observer” work,
the Advisory Council has, in order to
express its gratitude to him, unani-
mously elected him to be an Hon.
Vice-President. To this I would like
to add my personal thanks and appre-
ciation and wish him and his wife,
Mrs. Gertrud Keller, many happy and
carefree years in Switzerland. May
continued good health be theirs and
good fortune attend all their endeav-
ours.

Fred will, T know, not be idle—
this would just not be in his character

—, as he plans to write a book about
some of the many interesting contacts
he has made here and aspects of life
in Great Britain.

In concluding this appreciation I
would like to add that Fred has, to
my knowledge, never once in his long
and successful career misused any in-
formation entrusted to him confiden-
tially or “off the record”. Of this he
can be very proud.

We shall miss you, Fred.
Oscar F. Boehringer

(continued from page 1)

no longer represents the overspill of
an excess population which the coun-
try cannot feed or employ, but the
transfer of a limited population em-
bodying a wide range of professions.
This quality emigration not only re-
flects Switzerland’s present economic
contect. It also serves out trade in-
terests and our international relations”,

This assertion remains true to-
day. The Federal Council is fully
aware that each of you, whatever your
station in life, contributes to the
esteem in which your country is held
in the world. The efforts undertaken
by all of you as loyal guests in your
country of residence and as ambassa-
dors of your country of origin thus
play an invaluable role for us in Swit-
zerland.

Let us look at the relations be-
tween the Swiss abroad and their
motherland. These relations have
known deep changes throughout his-
tory. What, over the years, were their
demands of their motherland? Fifty
years ago, the main demand naturally
related to financial aid. In one year,
Switzerland spent 1.6 million francs
in assisting its national victims of war.
This was a considerable sum at the
time. Another important request,
which was at the centre of the first
Assembly’s debates, was for increased
help to Swiss firms and promotional
organisations abroad. This led to the
Federal Council noting in its Annual
Management Report the necessity of
strengthening links between Swiss
businessmen abroad and organisa-
tions at home. The growth of official
contributions in the economic field
was achieved thanks to the gradual
extension of the Swiss diplomatic net-
work. There are actually 155 consular
regions and 85 embassies run with the
help of economic specialists. This
should not make us forget the role
played by Swiss chambers of com-
merce in defending our economic in-
terests. Our diplomatic representations
have strengthened their co-operation
with these institutions. The Confedera-
tion has also shown increasing interest
in the various bodies set up by the
Swiss abroad and it is partly thanks
to her help that they have managed
to continue their activities. I am



thinking in the firs¢ place of the Solid-
arity Fund for the Swiss Abroad, but
also of those schools, hospitals, old
people’s resg homes and clubs whose
creation was due to your initiative and
community spirit.

With time, it became necessary
to review the relations between our
country and the Swiss abroad, and to
examine the ways of balancing their
mutual rights and duties. It is signifi-
cant that in several countries, those
Swiss residing for a short time greatly
outnumber those (hat have settled
permanently. Thus one can speak of
a constant “to and fro” movement
between Switzerland and these coun-
tries.

The scope of Article 45bis

The constitutional article adopted
in 1966, which is entirely devoted to
the Swiss abroad, is the instrument
whereby Parliament is entitled to
legislate on the matter of political
rights. This article explicitly provides
for the special situation of Swiss
abroad, a situation which necessarily
differs considerably from conditions at
home. A policy ignoring these differ-
ences would soon stumble on unsur-
mountable difficulties, as attested by
the problem of military duties. It is
true that Article 18 of the Constitu-
tion imposes these duties on every male
Swiss at home and abroad. Since the
inclusion of Article 45bis in the Con-

stitution, federal authorities have tried
to work out a new mlitary status for
our compatriots abroad. Military con-
trol has been reduced to a strict mini-
mum. Young Swiss abroad, including
those living overseas, can as from this
vear onward accomplish their basic
military training in Switzerland. Their
journey, however long, is entirely paid
for by the Confederation. New solu-
tions adapted to the peculiar condi-
tions surrounding Swiss abroad are
being envisaged to the classical ques-
tion of military tax. Let us hope that
the Cantons, who are in the course of
examining proposals made to this end
by the federal council, will give their
consent,

Assistance to the Swiss abroad
has to be regulated in an essentially
different way for citizens at home.
Whatever their native canton, Swiss
abroad will be considered on equal
footing in the field of assistance. Bene-
fits will be fixed in relation to eco-
nomic conditions prevailing in their
country of residsnce. Tt is also well
known that Old Age Pension and
Survivors Pension are of primary im-
portance to the Swiss abroad, although
it must remain voluntary. This in
practice means that every Swiss
abroad must decide of his own free
will and responsibility whether he will
subscribe to AHV. You are aware
that important changes will take
effect on 1st January, 1973, and that
they will also concern you. New
possibilities of registration have been

provided for. They are subjected to
certain  obligations. The  Federal
Council would like the Swiss abroad
to examine these new possibilities
carefully and draw the necessary con-
clusions. It is wiser to make this effort
in good time than to wait until it is
too late to remonstrate to the federal
authorities. This also applies in the
case of the Solidarity Fund.

For the first time in the history
of our Federal State, Article 45bis
allows for the making of a new law
offering the Swiss abroad to exercise
political rights in national affairs.
Drafting this new legislation will by
no means be easy. There again, it will
be necessary to devise solutions taking
into account the particular situation
of our compatriots abroad. We hope
that a practical way will be found
through the co-operation of the Swiss
abroad and the federal, cantonal
and communal authorities.

Adapting to circumstances

The wish to place the relations
between the Swiss abroad and the
Motherland in an institutional frame-
work, as well as the growing complex-
ity of these problems, have led the
organisations of Fifth Switzerland to
consider improving the information of
Swiss abroad. Detailed studies have
produced concrete solutions. Thanks
to the co-operation of the Commis-
sion for the Swiss Abroad, it is now
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possible to publish a news periodical
in most countries of Europe and sev-
eral parts of Africa and Asia. This
periodical contains communiques by
the authorities and organisations for
the Swiss abroad, and gives an outline
of Swiss events. This review is dis-
tributed four times a year to all com-
patriots registered at their nearest
consular office. This new information
system reaches out to about half the
Swiss abroad. We have reasons to
hope that it will soon be extended to
other countries. This is one example
of fruitful co-operation between Swiss
abroad and federal authorities.

It is not surprising that, apart
from informing the Swiss abroad, the
federal authorities should also be con-
cerned with informing the world at
large on Swiss matters. On 13th March
of this year, the Federal Council set
up a QCo-ordinating Committee con-
cerned with ‘“‘Switzerland’s presence
abroad”. At this Committee are rep-
resented the Pro Helvetia Foundation,
the Swiss Office for the Development
of Trade, the Swiss National Tourist
Office. the Swiss Broadcasting Com-
pany, Swissair, the Union of Chambers
of Commerce Abroad, the Swiss Press
Association, “Crossbow-Swiss Week”,
the Central Office for the Swiss Trade
Mark and naturally the Commission
for the Swiss Abroad, in the person
of its President, Mr. Guisan. The
task entrusted to this Committee is not
easy in view of the complexity of the
questions it will be called to examine
and the variety of opinions it will have
to consider.

I should now like to raise a few
of the preoccupations of direct con-
cern to us, Swiss living at home, all
of which are highly relevant to the
future.

First let us consider the inter-
national situation. The preservation
of our independence within the means
of a responsible policy of neutrality
remains the essential aim of our for-

eign policy. On the other hand, the
country upon the other compels us to
growing mutual dependence of one
more flexibility. It is our intention to
develop and strengthen our co-opera-
tion with other states and international
organisations whenever compatible
with the essential goals of our policy
and whenever the particularity of our
political  structure—federalism  and
direct democracy—are not put in
question.

In this spirit, we have established
new relations with our European
neighbours, with whom we are linked
in a variety of ways. You are not
unaware of the recent crowning of our
efforts to take part in the integration
of Europe’s economy. There is no
doubt that 22nd July, 1972, the day
when we signed a free trade agree-
ment with the European community,
has opened a new phase of European
integration. Through mutual conces-
sions, this agreement will make way
for a vast market free of trade barriers
for nearly all the products of industry.
New avenues are open to our economy,
which will however also have to adapt
itself to new conditions.

We should remember that Swit-
zerland is a member of the Council
of Europe since 1963 and takes an
active part in its inter-governmental
activities. At present, we are in the
process of joining what may well be
the most significant instrument devised
in Strasbourg: The Human Rights
Convention. The Consultative Assem-
bly, which is the Parliament of the
Council of Europe, offers Swiss par-
liamentary delegates the welcome op-
portunity of presenting their political
convictions before what remains the
most representative forum of Europe.

Neutrality still actual

Fifty two years ago, Switzerland
joined the League of Nations aware

THE
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of giving up her integral neutrality
at the outcome of a hardly convincing
vote. We have not acted in the same
way when the United Nations under-
took to give new expression to the
founding principles of the League of
Nations. During the U.N.’s formative
vears, neutrality didn’t have a good
name in U.N. circles and it was not
possible for us to join the organisation
while adhering to our neutrality. We
have thus followed the expansion of
the UN. and its commitments as ob-
servers. In the course of time, we were
admitted as full members of nearly
all the U.N.’s subsidiary organisations.
But circumstances have changed and
the atmosphere in New York has been
gradually more favourable to political
neutrality, The U.N. organisation is
becoming more universal all the time
and with the recent Admission of
Communist China, it will soon en-
compass the whole world. Finally, in-
ternational co-operation as a whole
has moved from a bilateral to a multi-
lateral level. In fact, the great prob-
lems of our times are interlinked and
their solution will involve mankind as
a whole.

Under those circumstances, it is
our duty to constantly review our
policies and attune our relations with
the U.N. to our better interests. The
Federal Council believes that the time
is not yet ripe to become candidates
to the U.N. We do not know, for ex-
ample, whether we could join the
organisation without forfeiting our
neutrality. We shall make sure to in-
form Swiss opinion objectively, in-
cluding the Swiss abroad, on all mat-
ters pertaining to our relations with
the UN. We shall thus prepare the
Swiss people for the not-so-distant day
when it will be called to make its
decision.

Our attitude towards developing
countries is the same as that of nearly
all industrial countries. We too do not
deny the need of giving substantial aid
aid to these countries.

May I mention yet another prob-
lem, relevant to both our home and
foreign policy, which has excited con-
siderable  reactions among  Swiss
abroad. It is the problem of foreign
labour.

You are well aware of the im-
perious reasons that have compelled
us for the last few years to control
the influx of foreign workers. The
Federal Council intends to pursue this
policy as it has already brought forth
positive results. But our intention is
also that foreign workers should be
gradually given the same rights and
job opportunities as their Swiss com-
rades.

The Confederation and the
quality of life

I told you how the Government
planned to deal with employment 50



Compacrow
turns wasteful space
into profitable storage

Increase your storage capacity by up to 1007

Compacrow is the superb There is so much that’s good The system can double your
Acrow mobile storage system. A about the Compacrow system. storage capacity, halve the'storage
system that literally fills your aisles Marvellously versatile, units will area, release valuable space for more
with storage. Storage you can walk house many things. Stationery. profitable use and save you rent.
through ! Compacrow units Components. Linens. Computer Look at the benefits of
glide effortlessly at a touch — or Tapes. Archives. Filing. And Compacrow. With it our engineers
a flick of a switch — giving offer protection against fire, dust could turn your space into effective
you movable access ! and theft. working storage.

'----------

Please send me details on the Compacrow Storage System.
Acrow (Automation) Ltd., Moorhall Road, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middles ex

. NAME

Acrow (Automation) Limited,
Moorhall Road, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex
Tel: Harefield 2411 Telex: 22851

A Division of

ACROW &

‘PEOPLE WORK WITH ACROWSYSTEMS’ v aw mw v v sw aw sw mv s s 2

COMPANY

ADDRESS

y o 0 @ 4



years ago. Today, its problem is to
handle over-abundance and improve
the quality of life of its citizens. In
the first place, we should preserve or
re-create the vital spaces indispensible
to our well-being. On 6th June, 1971,
the Swiss people set the Confederation
launching on a global environmental
policy. The task of protecting our en-
vironment calls for careful planning
and regional planning. This is abso-
lutely necessary if we want to leave
our children a worthwhile heritage of
humane towns, regenerating land-
scapes, unspoilt lakes and forests. But
before we can act in an efficient way,
we will hvae to agree on basic con-
ceptions.

In the field of education, the
Confederation will in future have to
assume a more active role and take
initiatives. It has already undertaken
to promote the growth of universities,
the implementation of a goal-oriented
science policy and increased art spon-
sorship.

When we think of the future, our
thoughts naturally turn to those who
will take this future in hand: The
young of today. Until now and with
a few regrettable exceptions, youth has
not caused us problems beyond our
understanding. Yet we have to realise
a certain ‘“malaise” exists among a
great many young. With some, it is
expressed by an indifferent attitude
and by self-centredness, with others
it comes out as a systematic opposition
to the etablished order. These are
phenomena which we may not ignore.
We must especially help the young
who ask questions, with an often high-
ly critical mind, on our existing in-
stitutions and on the future of our
country.

Several recent publications devel-
op ideas worthy of interest and which
we should take very seriously: I am
thinking in particular of the latest

annual pamphlet of the Nouvelle
Société Helvétique entitled “Which
Switzerland do we want?”. We can

only hail the sense of engagement and
criticism of this publication.

But to solve all these problems,
we need adequate financial means.
We will have to find new resources.
But that is not all. We also need to

have a sense of measure. In my 1st
August speech, I urgently appealed
to my compatriots to act and think
along those lines. We cannot allow
the State to degenerate into a gigantic
services enterprise. Before calling on
its assistance, all people concerned,
whether in Switzerland or abroad,
must think of the ways of solving
their problems by their own means.
This old truth is expressed by the
popular adage: Whoever seeks a
helping hand will find it at the end of
his arm!

COMMENT

END OF THE
MILAN-CORSAIR SAGA

Six years after it had been decided
to equip the Air Force with a new
ground-assault jet fighter, after years
of painstaking evaluation, controversy
and political upheaval, the Federal
Council announced that it had made
up its mind: Switzerland would buy
neither the “Milan™ nor the “Corsair”
—~the two contending aircraft which
had survived a lengthy process of
elimination.

The two reasons put forward
were as folows: First, Mr. Rudolph
Gnaegi, Head of the Military Depart-
ment, explained that the deficit be-
tween federal income and expenditure
has soared in the recent past. Spending
the planned 1,400 million francs on a
new aircraft would make the situation
worse and run against the govern-
ment’s fight against inflation and eco-
nomic overheating. Mr. Gnaegi added
that the destination of 80 per cent of
federal expenditure was fixed by law.
This lack of flexibility made it there-
fore impossible to spend money on
new planes at the expense of other
defence and civilian commitments.

The second reason put forward
by Mr. Gnaegi was that military con-
ceptions had changed since 1966, the
year when it was decided to find a
replacement for the “Venom” and
when the specifications of the new
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machine were first laid down. He said
that this about-turn fell within a gen-
eral reconsideration of national stra-
tegy. The Military Department would
be asked to make temporary propo-
sals. This was understood to imply
the purchase of more refurbished
Hawker-Siddeley “Hunters”, thirty of
which have already been supplied to
the Air Force.

Thus years of efforts by military
experts were spent in vain. They per-
formed their job to the best of their
ability, although their final conclusions
in favour of the Corsair left room for
some doubt. One understands none-
theless that they should be bitter over
this outcome. Early in August, Mr.
Heiner Schulthess, Head of the Arma-
ments Division of the Military Depart-
ment, had resigned in protest against
the Government’s delay in taking a
final decision after it had received
formal recommendations in favour of
the “Corsair” by the Military.

The reasons put forward by the
Federal Council are definitely weak.
The planned expenditure had been
accepted and budgeted. The Govern-
ment had several years during which
to decide whether the country could
afford the necessary 1,400 million
francs. Everyone had been prepared
for the expenditure and one is sur-
prised that, all of a sudden, the figure
should have been deemed of forbid-
ding magnitude.

The Federal Council also had six
years to define strategies. The minds
of colonels, politicians, military ex-
perts and other pundits were set the
task of elaborating new strategies for
the seventies and eighties. The con-
cept of “global defence” of national
territory was evolved during that
period. New military etiquette was
introduced in the forces. The Swiss
Little Red Book, that gem of military
thinking, was distributed to every
household in the land. And yet, despite
all that intellectual effervescence. the
Government was unable to make up
its mind when it came to the crunch.
We should also note that the expen-
diture involved was quite moderate:
a ninth of the annual budget and con-
siderably less than what other similar
countries, such as Belgium, Holland
and Britain, are prepared to Spend,
all things being equal.

The Government
shown that it
wanted.

This having been said, we should
be thankful for the outcome of the
Milan-Corsair saga because, as the
French saying goes, “dans le doute
abstiens toi”. Secondly, it is true that
neither of the aircrafi were entirely
satisfactory. The selected “Corsair”
was at the end of the production line
and had been withdrawn from Viet-
nam operations. The “Milan” had not
yet proved itself with other foreign
air forces. One can also argue that

has therefore
didn’t know what it
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