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SWISS EVENTS

FEDERAL

SALT to be held in Geneva

The American and Soviet govern-
ments have asked Switzerland if she is
prepared to welcome the second stage
of the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
in Geneva. These talks had hitherto
taken place in Helsinki and were to be
re-opened in  Vienna. The Swiss
Government and the Geneva author-
ities have already accepted the de-
mand. No reason has been made
known for the switch, but it is probaly
due to the particular amenities of
Geneva, a traditional host to internat-
ional conferences.

Switzerland and East Germany open
trade Mission

Switzerland and East Germany
announced on the 14th August, that
they had agreed to exchange trade
missions. The agreement had been
signed on 12th July. The two del-
egations, with offices at Zurich and
Berlin, will be entitled to certain con-
sular prerogatives, such as visa deliv-
ery an certification of documents.

Although the Swiss authorities
have tended to minimize the political
bearing of the agreement, it nonetheless
implies an important step towards
oiving East Germany full diplomatic
recognition. However, Berne intends to
proceed carefully, slowly and indepen-
dantly. “We will recognise East
Germany when the time comes™ said
a Political Department official. For the
time being, observers in Berne believe
that the new agreement will allow both
parties to start preliminary discussions
on reparations for the Swiss properties
confiscated by East Germany at the
end of the War.

Massive petition by Swiss hoteliers

A massive petition has been
launched by the leaders of the hotel
and catering industry to abolish labour
quotas in the trade. The petitioners.
who expect to muster 300,000 signa-
tures, will present these to the Federal
Council as a backing to their demands
to employing as many ssasonals as
they require.

Swiss  hoteliers
owners, who

and restaurant
number about thirty

thousand, are facing a serious staff
shortages. According to a recent
survey, they have to prepare some two
million meals a day and cater for a
million tourists who all in all bring in
four billion francs each year. New
hotels are constantly being opened
without any though¢ about who is
going to run them. The petitioners
claim that it’s well nigh impossible to
keep up their service up to traditional
standards expected of Swiss hotelry,
whose standing may be badly lost
before very long.

Fernand Legros extradition
still pending

In answer to a written question by
the liberal national councilor Raymond
Deonna (Geneva), the Federal Council
said that the decision to extradite art
fraud Fernand Legros belonged to the
Federal Court. Mr. Deonna, had
wanted to know why a person wanted
in France since 1968, and whose ex-
tradition has been demanded in June
of that year by the French authorities
was still allowed to live in all tran-
quillity in a Swiss mountain resort.
The Government explained that Legros
had been released on health grounds in
December 1968, shortly after his arrest.
His doctors had confirmed at subse-
quent examinations that he was still
not in a condition to sustain prolonged
periods of detention. Legros’ lawyers
had launched an action against the

ine at the Inn
place

The Inn on the Park, at the Piccadilly end of
Park Lane, has added two important restaurants

to the London scene.

The elegant Four Seasons Room, with its wide
view over the Park, provides a truly international
menu, impeccably presenting the finest foods of

each season.

The Vintage Room specializes in superbly grilled
steaks and traditional ribs of beef. A subdued and intimate decor and continuous
dancing from 9 p.m. until 3 a.m. creates a wonderful club atmosphere.

Lunch leisurely at the ‘Inn’ and enjoy a great experience; or dine after the theatre,
and make your evening complete.

Inn on the Park

Hamilton Place, Park Lane, London W.1. Tel : 01-499 0888




extradition, and the federal authorities
had twice postponed an extradition
deadline to as to give them time to
prepare their defence and give it every
chance. As a result of the lawyers’
action, it had been necessary for Berne
to seek additional clarifications from
Paris. Various unsolved legal details
made it necessary to refer the case to
the Federal Court, which would deal
with it in late August.

Legros is considered as one of the
major art frauds of history. He has
sued the writer Clifford Irving (now in
jail in the U.S. for fraud in connection
with his faked Howard Hughes auto-
biography) for libel damages of 55
million dollars.

Possible reorganisation of the
federal executive

The Federal Council held an im-
portant mid-August session to discuss
government reforms on the basis of a
report by the Chancellor of the Con-
federation which has already been
examined and commented by Cantons
and the politically organisations di-
rectly interested in a modification of
the government machinery.

The central issue is to ease the
work-load of the seven federal coun-
cillors. From the need to preserve the
present party balance in the executive
coallition, the number of Federal
Councillors can either be raised to nine
or eleven.

But, the Federal Council is firmly
against the idea of easing their work
by increasing the number of federal
councillors. They consider that bring-
ing the membership to nine would not
lead to worthwhile rationalisation,
whereas eleven would require a perma-
nent chairman and soon arouse the
susceptilbility of competing interests
all wishing to be represented at the
highest level. Experience has shown,
they maintain, that the present collegial
system works perfectly well without
a permanent chairman.

THE

ZURICH
GROUP

FAIRFAX HOUSE, FULWOOD PLACE
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1

GROUP RESOURCES EXCEED £500,000,000

ZURICH INSURANCE COMPANY
(a limited Company incorporated in Switzerland in 1872)

THE BEDFORD LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD.
(an associate member of the Life Offices Association)

THE BEDFORD GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY L1D
(a member of the British Insurance Association)

CLASSES OF INSURANCE]
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE U.K.

Other solutions would be to insti-
tute secretaries of state responsible for
managing the various departments.
This would free federal councillors
from administrative duties and give
them more time with the job of govern.-
ing the country. But they feel that their
duties require a complete understand-
ing, of their own department and that
it would not be possible to loosen the
hold on the machinery under their
care by delegating these responsabil-
ities to secretaries of state.

Another idea put forward by the
Huber Report, would be to unload
some of the mammoth departments,
(such as those of Public Economy and
the Interior) of some of their divisions
on the smaller departments. Thus the
Commercial Division of the Depart-
ment of Public Economy, which is
headed by Ambassaor Paul Jolles and
has negociated the Swiss-E.E.E. Free
Trade Agreement, could be incorpor-
ated in the Political Department.
However, it is felt that foreign trade
and home trade are too closely linked
to be taken in charge by two indepen-
dant government bodies.

The solution which may be
adopted is to reduce the number of
relays in the channels of command.
The Head of a Department would be
face to face with fewer top officials
and there would be wider delegation
at a lower level. This would reduce
the number of committees and admin-
istrative chores incumbent on heads
of department.

The cavalry almost abolished

The Federal Council has decided
to abolish the Cavalry. If this is ac
cepted by the Parliament, the battle
for the preservation of a military relic,
for which a petition had elicited
400.000 signatures in record time, will
be lost. The Federal Council’s verdict
was given in a message to Parliament’s
Military Commission after it had asked
the Government’s opinion, its half-way
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proposal consisting in maintaining
cavalry, a strongly depleted cavalry. It
had recommended to reduce the
actual 18 squadrons of cavalry to
twelve, nine or six.

Although the issue is age-old, it
had been recently raised by the mili-
tary authorities with renewed urgency
because of the need to find new recruits
for the mechanised units. The easiest
solution was to take the required
troups from the pool of men serving in
an outdated unit.

Free Trade Agreement to be put
to the people

The Federal Council has asked
Parliament assent to submitting the
free-trade agreements with the Com-
mon Market to the people. The Gov-
ernment was not bound by the Con-
stitution to do so, but the stakes were
such that it preferred to have the
Agreement ratified and embark on a
policy of closer co-operation with
Europe enjoying the backing of the
population.

The Swiss Consumers Association
has welcomed the Agreement and
stated in a declaration that it should
further the “balanced development of
Swiss economy”.

Increased TV licences demanded the
SRG

The Swiss Company for Radio
and Television Broadcasts (SRG) has
asked the Government to authorise an
increase of television and radio li-
censes. Annual radio licenses would
rise from 40 francs to 60 francs, TV
licenses would increase from the pre-
sent 84 francs to 120 francs. This
should enable the Swiss broadcasting
organisation to balance its budget until
1976.

A similar request had been made
last year, but the Federal Council, at
the height of its anti-inflation drive,
had rejected it for conjunctural re-
asons. Radio and television taxes have
not been increased since 1968, Revenue
has been maintained at an adequate
level thanks to annual growth in the
number of TV and radio licenses of 10
and 2.7 per cent respectively.

This rate is expected to fall to 5
per cent and 2.4 per cent by 1976.
Likewise, revenue from advertising is
reaching a ceiling, as the 20-minute
daily time allotted to advertisment on
television as pratically attained. There
is no question to introduce commer-
cials on the radio, as this would con-
tradict the Government’s efforts to
support the Press.

The review ‘“Press Forum” notes
that with the proposed increases, the
cost of keeping a radio would be 5
francs a month, and a television, 10
francs a month. This sum is considered
adequate in the light of a monthly sub-
scription to a daily paper, averaging 8
francs. It would re-establish a certain
balance between the various infor-
mation media.



The George Fischer Group
in the United Kingdom

GEORGE FISCHER CASTINGS LIMITED Bedford

Manufacturers of 6F malleable iron pipe fittings, flexible couplings and castings.

GEORGE FISCHER PLASTICS LIMITED Huntingdon

Manufacturers of GF plastics pipe fittings.

LE BAS TUBE COMPANY LIMITED Londonand Branches
The marketing organisation for products of the George Fischer Group factories in England
and on the Continent — products renowned the world over for their quality, reliability and
superb finish.



CANTONAL
Split-second fire at Collonge-Bellerive

A large 110-metre long wooden
hut housing 109 seasonal workers near
Geneva was completely destroyed by a
fire believed to have been started by an
excess of oil thrown on a frying pan.
Within seconds, the fire had caught the
building. giving its occupants only time
to scramble outdoors and leave their
belongings behind them. Fortunately,
no one was either killed or wounded.
When the hut was reduced to a heap
of charred rafters and charcoal, its
occupants sifted through the dust for
whatever they could retrieve. Some
were lucky to recover a few valuable
objects. One had tucked 500 francs
under his matress. Both it and the bed
burnt completely, but the notes were
intact. Another had locked his savings
in a metal box, which he also recovered
unharmed.

A canton-wide operation was
launched to house the roofless men.
Some slept in the school of Collonge-
Bellerive; employers found flats for a
few more, there were volunteer famil-
ies to give temporary lodgings to the
others.

Three referendums in Fribourg

Three separate referendums aim-
ing at amending Fribourg’s fiscal laws
have simultaneously been given auth-
orised by the Cantonal Chancery. Each
will need to attract 6000 signatories
within 90 days. Their main demands
are: Establish a register of taxation
enabling the people to be confident in
fiscal justice; make those family allow-
ances awarded wunder cantonal law
non-taxable; and alleviate the tax
burden of small traders not benefiting
from these allowances,

New physical experiment at CERN
The most violent collisions ever

produced by man were recorded at the
European Centre for Nuclear Research

at Geneva this summer when inter-
secting proton storage rings were
used for the first time to cause nuclear
reactions of 2000 billion electron-volt
of energy, as compared with 300 billion
electron-volt energies produced by the
world’s most powerful synchroton at
Batavia, USA. The principle used was
to feed two intersecting rings with a
steady stream of protons (elementary
positive by charged particles) acceler-
ated by CERN’s main synchroton,
which was built in 1959. The protons
are kept in orbit in the storage rings
by electro-magnets, and turn in op-
posite directions in each ring. They
are made to collide at their intersect-
on.

Their fantastic energies should
help to unravel the innermost secrets
of matter. The technique can only be
applied to protons and is not as versa-
tile as the traditional bombardments of
fixed targets. That is why more power-
ful synchrotrons are still needed. The
Super Cern particle accelerator is
currently under construction and will
provide energies of 300 billion elect-
ron-volts in its early stages

Miraculous escape

A private plane piloted by a 23
year old english RAF pilot, Mr. Brian
Willcocks with his wife and a young
passenger crashed against the high
ridges of the Jura shortly after take-off
from Geneva on its way to Macon,
France.

With about ten metres to spare,
the plane had crossed the chain at a
high point but was pulled down by
an air current. The plane destroyed
two trees before ending its flight
against a third. Although the pilot
had severe shock and his wife a frac-
tured spine, they managed to carry
themselves for three hours across dan-
gerous terrain before being rescued by
the French custom services. This type
of accident is fairly frequent in the
Jura. Had the plane flown slightly to
the east through the Fort de I'Ecluse,
then the accident would have been
avoided.

Press Institute concerned by
*“Quick’ Affair in Germany

The International Press Institute
(IPI), an organisation based in Zurich
with the purpose of defending the
freedom of the Press and the rights of
journalists in 65 countries, sent a tele-
gram to the West German government
in connection with police searches
carried out in Bonn in the offices of
the magazine “Quick” after the auth-
orities had found that this magazine
had obtained, by various bribes, con-
fidential official documents.

The telegram expresses the “con-
cern” of the IPI and underlines its
solidarity with the complaint voiced by
the German Publishers Association,
who had violently criticised what it
alleged was “blatant interference with
the freedom of the Press.”

Death of Roger Nordmann

Roger Nordmann, a prominent
French-Swiss radio personality and
philanthropist, died of a heart attack at
the age of 53. Born in 1919 at Fribourg
and hailing from Seuzach (ZH) he
entered Radio Lausanne in 1945 after
studying law at his home-town. With
Jack Rollan, a well known satyrical
writer, he founded “Chaine du
Bonheur”, the most popular national
movement of solidarity and Sponsor
of a highly successful radio pro-
gramme. Roger Nordmann was head
of the reporting services of Radio
Lausanne from 1951 to 1955, when he
left the Radio to manage a publicity
agency. He is founder of the magazine
“30 Jours” and author of a number of
books, the two main ones being
“Amerique et microphone” and “Ma
conviction profonde”. He was buried
at Epalinges, near Geneva, in the pre-
sence of all the prominent personalities
of western Switzerland, including
former president Paul Chaudet and Mr.
Pierre Graber, Hed of the Political
Department.

Members of Eurovan

NSON L7p.

REGULAR ROAD SERVICE TO SWITZERLAND
AND OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

LLOYDS BUILDINGS. EMPSON STREET BOW, LONDON E3 3NB
TELEX: 897 330 STENCILLER

TEL: 987 4011/2

International Household Movers, Fihe Art Packers and Shippers




For the practical
fastening of
practically anything...
use Velcro.

Velcro, the unique touch-and-close fastener
that's the most useful addition to the work
basket since the needle.

Available in 37 and " widths and 14 colours.

Ask for free sample and our ‘Velcro’ ideas
booklet, full of exciting uses for this s
versatile fastener.

VEeLCRO

touch and close fastener

Sole U.K. manufacturers —

Selectus Limited, BIDDULPH, Stoke-on-Trent.

Telephone Biddulph 3316

Serve delicious

ST. GALL

RAVIOLI or CANNELLONI

These famous quality foods from St. Gall, are
a meal in themselves. Simply heat for 15
minutes and they are ready. Buy them
from your local supermarket and grocer.

Also from the Swiss Centre, Leicester Square, London W.I.

All domestic and
international banking
transactions including:—

® Company and Investment
Management

@ Corporate Finance
@ Capital Issues
® Documentary Credits

@ Discounting of Trade Bills (including
East European and South American)

@ All types of Export Finance
and Advisory Services

@ Clearing, Barter and Compensation
Trading

® Blocked Currencies

3 COPTHALL COURT-LONDON EC2
Tel: 01-606 0381 Telex: 28252 Grams: Whytehank London EC2

Member of the Triumph Investment Trust Group




SPORTS

Federal Wrestling Championships

22.000 spectators at La Chaux de
Fonds watched 284 wrestlers fight for
the Federal Wrestling (Schwingen)
Championship on 19-20th August. This
unique Swiss sporting event has taken
place annually since 1910. The 1972
winner was an outsider David Roschi,
from Oberwil in the Simmental. He
won the title from the favourites Karl
Bachmann and Karl Meli, respectively
in second and third places. The former
champion Rudolf Hunsperger did not
take part in the event.

Traditional Swiss wrestling is dis-
tinct from free wrestling and Greco-
Roman wrestling, an Olympic disci-
pline. In fact it is @ natural sport which
cannot be said to have been invented
or codified at any particular place or
time. It was created spontaneously bv
mountain shepherds eager to vie with
one another. Eventually, wrestling
displays were organised in villages and
the sport, from a purely local amuse-
ment, associated some 5000 amateurs
into a wrestling federation, (only 500
of them in French-speaking Switzer-
land) staging an eminently folkloric
annual championships. The average
weight of the contenders is at least 100
kilogrammes. Karl Meli, one of the
most formidable fighters of all, weighs
120 kilos.

Contrary to Japanese, Indian,
Russian and other types of wrestling,
Swiss traditiona 1 wrestling is per-
formed in ordinary working clothes,
with leather trousers, on a ring of
sawdust. The championships are con-
cluded by the test-strength of throwing
the famed Unspunnen Stone. It weighs
83.5 kilogrammes and is worn smooth
after having highlighted sixty years of
championship. This smoothness and
its bulkiness makes it very difficult to
lift. However, the strongest participants
manage to toss it about three metres
away,

SWISS ABROAD

Papal guards

Shopwindows in two streets of the
heart of Berne were devoted during
the second fortnight of August to the
life of the Swiss abroad. These nat-
urally included the Swiss Vatican
Guards. Their chief officer, Colonel
Niinlist, was present at the opening of
a window in the Kramgasse devoted
to the Swiss Pontifical Guards and
was distributing leaflets on its history.

The Swiss Guards were instituted
in 1506 by Pope Julius 11. They keep
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a round-the-clock watch at the three
main entrances on the Vatican and on
the papal palace. Their task is to main-
tain security and order within the
Vatican precincts and carry out cere-
monial duties at religious functions
and receptions. Recruits must be Swiss-
born, aged between 19 and 25, Cath-
olics, of good reputation and bachelors.
The Corps has 75 men held to a mili-
tary discipline. Even during leave, the
Swiss Guards have to uphold the hon-
our of their function. Their commander
expects them to spend their time
usefully, They are certainly not al-
lowed to enjoy the Roman “dolce vita”
and may not own a motor vehicle of
any sort during their first year of
service. After a year, a guard may own
a scooter, whereas a petty officier may
own a car.

Recruits contract to remain in
service for two years and then mav
leave it after giving two-months notice.
Before beginning their term, they have
to follow courses in Italian. Maximum
service is 25 years. Petty officers may
marry when they are 25 and over if
they pledge to remain in the force for
another three years.

After the first two years service,
guards are awarded an annual bonus
which rises after five years to 4000
francs. They are fed and housed, In-
cluding advantages, the earnings of an
ordinary halberder is 1253 francs a
month.

The pontifical guards are known
to be having difficulties in attracting
new recruits.

ENVIRONMENT

Deers eliminated in the National Park

The State Council of the Grisons
has decided to “execute” a thousand
red deers roaming in the Swiss
National park at the end of Autumn,
after the trees have shed their leaves.
Under the strict control of the author-
ities, hunters will be given the boon of
their career.

This decision follows legal repre-
sentations by the farmers of the area,
who complain that the deers feel too
much at home, use up pastures at the
expense of chamois, mountain goats
and particularly cows. It was decided
to put an end this situation as soon and
as efficiently as possible.

This was not the opinion of the
nine game keepers of the Park, and
that of Swiss zoologists. Shocked by
this “massacre”, they are claiming a
reprieve for the condemned animals.
They consider that it is wiser to put
their numbers in check by introducing
wolves and lynxes, their traditional
enemy.

Storks in the Jura

Five storks have elected to live
above the church of Saint-Marcel at
Delement. Five others are nesting on
the school roof of Coirtedoux. Another
solitary bird has chosen a private villa
at Bevillard. Although the presence of
storks is traditionally considered as the
portent of an early winter, the old tag
may be disproved in this case. The
storks had escaped from the natural
reservation of Kintzheim in the
Alsatian department of Haut Rhin.
where they had been freshly imported
from Morocco in order to repopulate
the Park. The birds have trussed wings
and can only hop for short distances
at a time. They had nevertheless man-
aged to fly nmearly a hundred miles.
The manager of Kintzheim had alerted
the Swiss authorities to watch over the
birds. They have so far been fed by
human hand only and would not be
able to fare for themselves.

FIGURES
Healthy balance of payments

Switzerland’s balance of payment
showed a 340 million franc surplus in
1971, 40 million francs more than the
previous year. Its 1550 million franc
trade deficit was well covered by 1890
million francs of invisible earnings.
These break up as follows: Tourism
2270 million francs (Swiss tourists
spent 2180 million francs abroad but
foreigners spent 4450 million francs at
home, considerably more than in 1970,
this in turn being due to longer stays,
rising hotel rates and increased airline
revenue) : Income from capital invested

YOUR TRAVEL
IS OUR BUSINESS

by air - coach - rail - sea
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
just the ticket
package holidays
independent arrangements
coach tours
cruising
car ferries
motorail
self drive cars
party bookings
private coaches
hotel reservations
no booking fee
Ask for free brochure from
A. GANDON

HOWSHIP TRAVEL AGENCY
(Established 1934)
188 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush
W12 7JP
(next to Metropolitan Station)
Tel.: 743 6268

MEMBER OF ABTA




Swiss Life

INSURANCE AND PENSION COMPANY

(Incorporated with limited liability in Zurich Switzerland)

Mutual Company—Established 1857

ASSETS EXCEED
£600 MILLIONS

24 Cheapside, London E.C.2.
Telephone: 01-236 3841

RENTENANSTALT

specialises in Pension Plans for
International Companies with the

MASTER GOVER CONTRACT

and offers in Great Britain all types
of life assurance and annuities.

30 Exchange Street East, Liverpool L2 3QB
Telephone: 051-236 6712

Head Office: SCHWEIZERISCHE LEBENSVERSICHERUNGS-UND RENTENANSTALT, ZURICH.

The International Bank
for International People.

Lloyds & Bolsa International Bank is strongly
established in Western Europe and the Western Hemis-
phere.

LBI has a wide direct representation in the EEC and
Switzerland, and is also the only British bank with a
branch network covering virtually the whole of Latin
America.

LBI plays an important role in the Eurocurrency
market and has arranged finance for many major projects
world wide.

The LBI Group, through its branches, associates and
representatives in New York, Nassau, Paris, Frankfurt,
Brussels, Amsterdam and Zurich, has a direct access to
principal sources of foreign currencies in all the world’s

great financial centres.

To these established features should be added LBI's
experience and reputation gained in Eastern Europe,
Japan, the Middle East and Australasia, and the Bank’s
valuable links with Lloyds Bank Limited and the Mellon
Bank of Pittsburgh.

The Bank’s multi-currency capability, its skill in
tailoring the use of funds to meet specific requirements,
its spread of branches and representatives throughout
the world, all combine to make LBI of essential interest to
any business operating across national frontiers.

LBI is represented in Switzerland by Lloyds Bank
Europe with branches in Zurich, Geneva and Lugano.
Contact the specialists:

ZURICH, 18 Borsenstrasse GENEVA, 1 Place Bel Air LUGANO, 9 Corso Pestalozzi
Telephone 25-87-65 Telephone 25-03-20 Telephone 3-90-91

2 1L1LOYDS & BOLSA

lB I Intemnational Bank Limited
% 40/66 Queen Victoria St. London EC4. Tel: 01-248 9822




abroad (3450 million francs) and Ser-
vices (2310 million francs-these include
licensing rights, the expenditure of
international organisations, banking
commissions efc).

Switzerland is in seventh position
for tourism, whose income amounts to
700 francs per inhabitant. Despite
these satisfactory figures, general
trends have reflected the slow-down in
the world economy.

Sulzer landmark

On 11th August, Sulzer Brothers
of Winterhur had been producing
diesel motors for exactly 75 years.
Sulzer Brothers, who were close friends
of Rudolf Diesel, constructed their
first experimental diesel engine in 1897.
It had 20 horsepowers. Today, Sulzer
controls through its licenses a third of
world production of marine diesel

motors. Its most powerful models have
105cm-bore cylinders developing 4000
each, so tht the largest engines develop
50.000 horsepowers. Sulzers of Winter-
thur have built over 3000 engines
during these 75 years.

Swiss banks take a stake in a
European Business

The Swiss Bank Corporation and
the Union Bank of Switzerland have
taken a shre and a seat on the Board of
the Belgium firm Euro-clear, a kind of
securities clearing house holding shares
dealt in throughout Europe, the USA
and Japan on behalf of clients. The
system saves about two-thirds of the
cost incurred by the physical transfer
of securities from buyer to customer.
This firm was hitherto controlled by
the American bank Morgan Guaranty
Trust.

LAND USE PLANNING
IN SWITZERLAND - THE
MAKING OF A NEW LAW

The man-land ratio of Switzer-
land is small. The land area is
41,400 km?® which means less than
7,000 m* per head of the population,
compared to the corresponding figure
for the U.S.: 45,000 m?, or for Eur-
ope, 11,000 m* And the available
land area is even smaller, considering
that one quarter is forest, one quarter
glacier, rock and lake.

In an article for the U.S. publi-
cation “State Government”, Dr. J. von
Ah, Deputy Director for the Devlop-
ment of Agricultural Research at the
Swiss Department of Agriculture, has
set forth the basic problems in land-
use planning.

“With increasing population and
growing prosperity, the demand on
space which canmot be increased—
land, water and air—rises over-pro-
portionately., Today, about 2-39% of
the land area of Switzerland is occu-
pied by houses, factories, ways of
communication and so forth. The
demand for surface per inhabitant
may average about 180 m?; this is
equal to about 1,100 km® for a popu-
lation of 6% million. In the U.S. the
demand for surface pr inhabitant at-
tains already 700 to 800 m?2. Assum-
ing that the development in Switzer-
land will go in the same direction,
more than 5.000 km? would be re-
quired for settling purposes by the
year 2000.” The growing demand for
land is largely due to scattered settle-
ment and a mushrooming private
traffic. By rational town and country
planning and an appropriate trans-

10

portation system, the land requirement
per capita could possibly be limited to
230-280 m? within one generation.”

In the November 1970 (page 20)
and July 1971 (page 18) issues of the
Bulletin, the constitutional basis for
the land-use planning Law of Septem-
ber 1969, articles 22ter and 22quater
of the Federal Constitution and sub-
sequent developments were discussed.

Article 22ter guarantees property
rights and full compensation in case
of expropriation. Article 22quater is
limited to basic principles and defines
the duty of the Confederation as fol-
lows: “ ... auf dem Wege der Gesetz-
gebung Grundsitze fiir die Raum-
planung aufzustellen sowie die prakti-
schen Massnahmen in diesem Bereich
zu fordern un zu koordinieren”. In
June, the Federal Council presented
in a Message to the Parliament the
draft of the Federal Law, which would
provide the mnecessary enforcement
power. The plans will be drawn up by
the Cantons and will serve as guide-
lines to settlement, infrastructure,
communications, etc. The deadline is
seven years hence. And since that is
too long, the Federal Council has
taken steps to preserve the status quo
in an urgent decision (“dringlicher
Bundesbeschluss’, 17.3.72). The deci-
sion sets aside protected areas on a
provisional basis which will have to
be outlined by the Cantons by Febru-
ary 1973 at the latest.

In April of this year, the “Insti-
tut flir Orts-, Regionalund Landes-
planung” (ORL), which had been

commissioned by the “Bundesrat” to
develop guiding principles (“Leit-
bilder”) as a basis for political deci-
sions, has presented its findings to the
Federal Delegation for Land Use
Planning (Delegation des Bundesrates
flir Raumplanung), consisting of Fed-
eral Councillors Furgler, Tschudi and
Brugger,

The crux of the matter is the
delicate balance the legislation has to
strike  between compulsory federal
planning and zoning and guarantee of
the property rights of the individual,
with the Cantons, implementing the
federal rules, somewhere in the mid-
dle. According to the proposed legis-
lation, the Confederation will have the
right to expropriate land with com-
pensation and to channel possible ex-
cess profits into a land use planning
fund.

In order to facilitate the task of
the Cantons, the Federal Council has
appointed a Delegate for Land Use
Planning, who works directly under
the head of the Federal Department of
Justice and Police, Federal Councillor
Furgler. The Delegate is Professor
Martin Rotach, former Director of
ORL.

The foremost project of the Dele-
gate will be to assist the Cantons in
the provisional selection of the pro-
tected areas and to enforce the federal
decisions where needed. The Delegate
will co-ordinate federal and cantonal
planning as well as co-operating with
other countries. The Delegate’s drive
is three-pronged: establish the foun-
dations, execute and co-ordinate deci-
sions and provide information and
training.

The Advisory Committee, pre-
sided by National Councillor Kurt
Kim, a kind of “political bodyguard
for the Delegate,” acts as liaison be-
tween the Confederation and the Can-
tons. The Committee has the delicate
task to create an atmosphere of trust
and to guarantee the unity of doctrine
in land use planning.

(Bulletin of Swiss Embassy in
Washington.)
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