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TOURIST NEWS

New Poster from the
Swiss National Tourist Office

With this four-colour photo-
graphic poster, which radiates love of
living and travelling, the Swiss Nat-
ional Tourist Office continues the suc-
cessful series in its biggest advertising
campaign with the motto—“Switzer-
land—Young with her Guests”. The
poster is by Willi Wenmmelinger,
Geroldswil, one of over a hundred
graphic artists who entered the great
national SNTO poster competition
“Young Switzerland” last year.

This poster has been produced in

large quantities, with many language
versions, and is being distributed
through the 18 agencies of the Swiss
National Tourist Office. The design is
also being used as a head-poster for
the 4th International Festival of Youth
Orchestras, taking place in Switzer-
land from 24th July to 11th August,
1972, under the patronage of the Swiss
National Tourist Office.

Keep healthy through Hiking

The Swiss National Tourist Office
has just published a brochure with six
proposed walking routes through Swit-
zerland that give an impression of the
magnificent landscapes of our coun-
try. This booklet has something to
offer to everyone from the casual
rambler to the mountaineer, whether
he chooses the midland route by the
lakes and through rolling hills between
the Jura and the Alps or prefers the
route along the northern foot of the
Alps from Lake Constance to Lake
Geneva. A route of Alpine passes will
lead the more experienced mountain-
eer over fourteen passes. The Rhine-
Rhone route crosses the valleys in
the region of the Vorderrhine-Rhone-
Lake Geneva. From north to south a
route leads from Basle over the Gott-
hard to Lugano. The brochure is
available free of charge from Swiss
National Tourist Office, Swiss Centre,
1 New Coventry Street, London,
W1V 3HG.
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English Newspapers in Switzerland

English newspapers are sold in
Switzerland at the following prices:
S.Fr. 1.-: Daily Express, Daily Mail,
Daily Mirror, Daily Telegraph, The
Sun. S.Fr. 1.20: Financial Times.
S.Fr. 1.50: The Guardian. S.Fr. 1.70:
The Times. S.Fr. 1.40: News of the
World, Sunday Mirror, Sunday Tele-
graph, Sunday People. S.Fr. 1.50:
Observer. S.Fr. 3.20: Sunday Times.

Preview of the Berne Concert Season

The Berne concert season 1972-
73, which begins on 14th September
with the first symphony concert in the
Casino (conductor Ammin Jordan,
works by Beethoven, Haydn, Schoeck
and Ravel), promises the music lover
a contrastful programme and large
number of performances. During the
whole winter, two or three concerts
take place each week, in the Casino,
in the Munster (Cathedral), the French
Church, the Conservatorium, the
Radio Studio Berne or the Rathaus-
halle (Council Assembly Hall). Classic
and Romantic are the themes of the
ten reserved-seat concerts of the Berne
Music Society, which will also take
responsibility for the ten Chamber
Music recitals. The Berne Orchestra
Association will present ten symphony
concerts, summer recitals and Sunday
matinees. Well known conductors and
soloists from Switzerland and abroad
will be guests in Berne, making the
rich concert programme especially
attractive. On the lighter side, there
are concerts with Gilbert Bécaud (on
16h September), with the Golden Gate
Quartett (on 10th October), with the
Vienna Boy’s Choir (on 31st October)
and others. The full concert diary is
available in the list of events put out

by the City of Berne Tourist Office

or can be obtained from the booking
office of the Casino (Herrengasse 25,
3000 Berne).

Romantic Travel and Folklore
of Former Times

Several innovations catering for
tourists eager for folklore will be fig-
uring in the summer programme for
Zurich which can offer several thou-
sand new hotel beds this year. Apart
from the “Showboat”—the floating
night club on the Lake of Zurich with
its rather mundane clientele—there is
now a truly Swiss “amphibian” attrac-



tion, the “Au-Faescht” ship crossing
over to the peninsula of Au twice
weekly, every Wednesday and Friday
evening. These evenings are entirely
in the “Original Swiss Folklore” style.
All the fun begins on board ship and
culminates in the highlight of the
evening on the dance floor at the
country inn of Au to the accompani-
ment of the famous Swiss entertainer,
Edi Baer and his company of yodel-
lers and musicians. Alphorn-blowing,
yodling and the whirling of the
“taler” (or silver coin) all figure in
the programme. Everybody can parti-
cipate. People dance “Laendler” and
polkas rather than the jerk and shake.

A travel agency on the Limmat-
quai came up with a far more roman-
tic idea of daily expeditions by horse-
drawn coach to the small fortress town
of Regensberg at 15 km. (approxi-
mately 9 miles) from Zurich. Regens-
berg, lying on a hill to the north-west
of Zurich, is a typical example of the
magnificent robber-knight era in the
Middle Ages. Its chief point of inter-
est is the “Haus zur Roten Rose™ (or
House of the Red Rose) dating from
the 13th century with its precious
furnishings and original water-colours
by the world famous painter of
flowers, Lotte Gunthard. (The coach
however, only runs when there are
sufficient participants.)

SWISS CATHEDRALS

Churches in The Tessin

In the 11th century, which marks
the beginning of the so-called Middle
Age, a recrudescence of activity mani-
fests itself everywhere. The Roman
style, which predominates from the
beginning of the 11lth century to the
13th, is not, however, particular to
the Latin people and the ogival style
has never become popular. The
churches of S. Nicholas at Giornico
and of St. Victor at Locarno, are
among the only ones of Norman style
that can be named.

The Renaissance develops itself
intensely in Tessin, where the smallest
village possesses a church or a chapel,
an altar or one painting to testify the
fine work of one of its talented sons.

The district of Lugano was at
first a canton which was incorporated
with that of Bellinzona to the Helve-
tic Republic. Both cantons having
been reunited in one single canton in
1803, this latter took the name of
Tessin.

Lugano became one of the three
county towns, in turn every six years
with Locarno and Bellinzona. In 1881,

Bellinzona became the unique county
town and the capital of the canton.

BELLINZONA

Bellinzona has a beautiful col-
legiate church “La Collegiata”, con-
structed by the architect Micheletti in
1546, with a superb Renaissance
facade, the cupola and the pulpit en-
tirely in marble, with precious bas-
reliefs, and one painting of the Cruci-

fixion ascribed to the renowned
Italian painter Jacopo Tintoretto
(1512-1594).

Of the Middle Ages, there remain
in Bellinzona the three castles and
the churches San Biagio and Santa
Maria delle Grazie. The St. Michael
or Uri Castle, named ‘“Castello
Grande”, dominates the Collegiata
Square, and is used today as the can-
tonal arsenal. The San Martino, or
Schwyz Castle, the “Castello de Mon-
tebello”, which existed before 1340, is
the most picturesque of all three.
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