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MR. WALTER BION

Mr. Walter Bion has been elected
at the last Annual General Meeting of
the City Swiss Club as its new Presi-
dent, in succession of Mr. Alfred Kuhn.

known through his long association
with the Swiss Mercantile Society of
which he is now President, an honor-
ary but responsible post which he has
held since 1963.

Mr. Bion springs from a Huguenot
family which emigrated to St. Gall in
1707. He is therefore a citizen of that
city, and in addition is an Honorary
Citizen of Zurich. Born on 4th April,
1913, he went to school at the Berne
Gymnasium and then passed a com-

mercial diploma in Basle. He joined
the Bally Shoe Company at Schoenen-
werd in 1932 and was sent by them to
England in 1937, where he remained
throughout the war.

In 1943 he married a Londoner,
Miss Barbara Joyce Thomas. They
have a son, Richard, born in 1946, who
is a B.Sc. Honours and who has a
diploma of Industrial Administration.

Mr. Bion is Managing Director of
Bally’s Shoe Company Ltd., who are
wholesalers and sole agents for all
Bally products in the UK and some
other territories. Since 1971 he has
also been appointed as co-ordinator for
the activities of their factories and the
retail organisation in the UK (Bally
Shoe Company). We wish him a most
enjoyable tenure of the City Swiss Club
presidency.

(PMB)

SWISS BANK CORPORATION—
RETIREMENTS

Nearly half a century of service
terminated with the retirement of Mr.
André Jaccard from the London Office
of the Swiss Bank Corporation at the
end of April.

Mr. Jaccard joined the Geneva
Office of the Bank on 4th July, 1921,
as a lad of 15 years; he came to Lon-
don as long ago as 1930 and thus
stayed to share in the vicissitudes of
the war years. Promoted to Attorney
in January, 1950, he took charge of the
Staff Office from May, 1951, from
which post he now retires.

Although he was a one-time mem-
ber of the now, alas, extinct Swiss
Male Choir, Mr. Jaccard will be best

We wish to extend to him our
best wishes for his retirement—indeed,
we hope it’s going to be the nicest
chapter of his life!

Mr. P. A. L. R. Reeves, who will
be remembered by those visiting the
West End Branch, where he was
cashier, retired at the same time.

Mr. Reeves joined the London
Office in May, 1923, and also retained
close associations with Geneva where
he spent three of his early years. He
was promoted to Attorney in January,
1951, and completed 48 years with the
bank.

MRS. ALICE STREIT

We have the deep regret of an-
nouncing the loss of Mrs. Alice Streit.
She died on 7th June in hospital, suf-
fering from cancer, and aged just over
70. Mrs. Streit impressed all who knew
her with her great kindness and gentle-
ness. It was with the help of her im-
mense courage and devotion that her
husband, Mr. Fred Streit, managed to
pull through a very long and very seri-
ous illness. It is indeed a sad irony of
fate that we should have begun to hear
of Mrs. Streit’s worsening condition at
a time when, to the joy of all who
knew him, Mr. Streit had almost mira-
culously recovered and begun to taste
life again. Mr. and Mrs. Streit need
no introduction to the Swiss Colony.
Mr. Streit has been one of the most
devoted promoters of Swiss life in
London, having been founder member
of the Swiss Philatelic Society, Presi-
dent of the Féte Suisse, member of the
SMS Council and held many other hon-
ours. They were married in 1927 and
were a most united couple. They have
three children, Robert, Sylvia and
Mary. We should like to convey to
them all, and in particular to Mr. Streit
and Miss Sylvia Streit, our most sin-
cere sympathy.

ALBERT STRITTMACHER

Mr. A. Strittmacher, Managing
Director of Cosmos Freightways Ltd.,
has retired. He still maintains an ac-
tive interest in the firm and remains a
director.

He and Mrs. Strittmacher will live
with their daughter at Baretzwil, in the
Zurich Oberland, but Mr. Strittmacher
will be making the journey to London
on business three or four times a year.

Born in 1906, he has spent his pro-
fessional life in transports. He started
his apprenticeship with World Trans-
port in Basle in 1921. There he worked
for seven years. From 1928 to 1930 he
was in the firm’s Paris offices. He came
to this country in 1930. In 1944 he
left World Transport to enter the ser-
vice of Cosmos Freightways, a British
company owned by a Swiss.

He has a daughter and a son.
Peter, who is a Cambridge astro-
physicist, currently working in the
USA. He will be succeeded at Cosmos
by Mr. P. B. Debling, an Englishman.
We wish Mr. and Mrs. Strittmacher a
most happy retirement and extend to
them our very best wishes.

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

We have the pleasure of announc-
ing the 70th anniversary of Mr. Paul
Buechler, of “Tomirac”, 94 Gill’s Cliff
Road, Ventnor—a decisive day which
for him falls on 16th June. Another
happy event for us to report is the
birth to Mr. and Mrs. Egon Frey. of
13 Lammas Lane. Paignton TQ3 1PS,
Devon, of Hugo Jame Frey on Ist

April. Our warmest congratulations
to Mr. Buechler and to the Frey
family !

CORRECTION

An error regarding the City Swiss
Club’s contribution to the Swiss Bene-
volent Society has cropped up in our
report on the AGM. The Swiss Bene-
volent Society is to get £75 for the
year 1970. and nor £150 as wrongly
quoted. With respect to our report on
the meeting of the Federation of Swiss
Societies, we have noticed that our enu-
meration of Swiss Societies was with-
out the Swiss Relief Society of London.
It certainly didn’t deserve to be left
out and we apologise to all concerned.
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