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THE MISADVENTURE OF A
SCOT IN GENEVA

An un-named Scot living in Gen-
eva for the last ten years was shocked
by the fact that the Swiss postal ser-
vices were losing five million francs a

year in the administrative cost of
handling the prizes of fourth-rank win-
ners on the Sport Toto (Swiss football
pool) and the Lottery. He decided that
something ought to be done about it
and, in all good faith, published an
announcement in the papers asking for
Sport Toto betters to give their opinion.
This was an honest personal enquiry.
The announcement was printed separ-
ately and sent to betters holding a Sport
Toto or Lottery account.

The management of the Sport Toto
reacted immediately. It wrote to its
account holders telling them that it
hadn't sent the announcement and that
the answer slips should not be sent back
to Sport Toto. It also lodged a com-
plaint against the Scot for "the abusive
use of the names of Sport Toto and
Number Lottery" and asked the postal
services to block his postal box address.

The Scot reacted with the violence
that Scots can show in these circum-
stances and counter-attacked by suing
the Sport Toto for libel. The Court
recognised his entire good faith and
decided to dismiss the case, a decision
against which the Sport Toto has al-
ready appealed. There remained the
complaint for libel of the Scot. He ap-
peared before the Magistrate accom-
panied by the talented football cham-
pions Philippe Pottier and Roger
Bocquet. Sport Toto's representative
was absent, but he was excused by a
lawyer. The hearing didn't go very far
because the Sport Toto lawyer denied
all competence to the court. The alleged
libel had been committed in Lausanne
and Swiss law stated that libel cases
have to be handled in the district where
they were committed. The fiery Scot
had to go home with his sportive es-
cort—until they meet again in Lau-
sanne.

(La S«/.s'.S'e

OTHER NEWS
The stately railway station at Lu-

cerne has been destroyed by fire. The
"Roi Soleil" Hotel at St. Moritz has
also been gutted by a fire which fortun-
ately made no victims among the 400
guests. The Christian Social Party has
published a manifesto calling for a full-
time and salaried Federal Assembly
and a coalition government. The eighth
revision of the Old Age Pension has
been the subject of heated debates at
the National Council and the principles
of the "three pillars" of old age were
upheld. The discussions between Italy
and Switzerland on the status of Italian
workers which broke down in Decern-
ber will be resumed. The Italians are
anxious that their nationals should en-
joy the same rights as their Swiss work-
mates.

BUSINESS NEWS
MEDICAL ELECTRONICS—

A NEW FIELD OF ACTIVITY FOR
SWISS INDUSTRY

At the beginning of September,
1970, the Swiss pharmaceutical group
Hoffmann-La Roche and the French
firm Electronique Marcel Dassault
(EMD) signed an agreement on indus-
trial co-operation which opens up new
vistas in the field of medical electronics.
By the terms of this agreement—which
must still be submitted for approval to
the French Ministry of Economics and
Finance—the medical division of EMD
assigns its patents and manufacturing
licences to the Swiss firm, which under-
takes to exploit them on a world-wide
scale.

This is not the first time that Hoff-
mann-La Roche has signed an agree-
ment regarding medical electronics.
The firm first manifested interest in this
line several years ago and it is perhaps
worthwhile retracing the various stages
through which its activities in this field
have passed.

The first steps
It was in 1966 that Hoffman-La

Roche first entered the medical elec-
tronics field. At that time its interest
was directed towards the USA and
found support from the Radio Corp. of
America (RCA). On the basis of the
agreement reached between the two
firms the latter contributed the elec-
tronics know-how it had acquired in its
space research work and Hoffmann-La
Roche made available its medical and
commercial infrastructure. It was not
very long, however, before differences
of opinion arose as to the form the col-
laboration was to take and in 1968 the
two partners decided to separate. Hoff-
man-La Roche resumed possession of
the joint subsidiary which had been set

up in the USA and decided to concen-
träte its research work at its Basle head-
quarters. It was nevertheless plain that
the activities of the Swiss firm in medi-
cal electronics, which was a new field
of operations for it, could be success-
ful only if they were backed by an ade-
quate technical infrastructure. It was
for this reason that it sought to join
forces with new partners.
In quest of a technological infrastruture

A first step in this direction was
taken in 1967, when Hoffmann-La
Roche was able to secure a 25% hold-
ing in the capital of the Société Gene-
voise d'Instruments de Physique (SIP).
This firm specialises in the manufac-
ture of high-Drecision apparatus and
enjoys a world-wide reputation. Its ex-
perience in this field helped to pave the
way to the manufacture of instruments
of the highest precision capable of
meeting present medical standards.

Once it had assured itself of the
experience of SIP in micromechanics,
Hoffmann-La Roche had to find a part-
ner that could supply the necessary

electronics infrastructure. Negotiations
with Brown. Boveri & Company Ltd.
in Baden led to an agreement being
signed in Iune 1969 by the terms of
which the two firms covenanted to col-
laborate in the development of instru-
ments and apparatus for medical elec-
tronics.

It was natural that the Basle chemi-
cal group should see in Brown Boveri,
the Swiss electrical engineering giant,
a partner capable of supplying the elec-
tronic know-how it needed. More than
10% of the Baden company's turnover
is in the electronics field, which it is

anxious to expand. Moreover, it has a

holding in Faselec, a company formed
a few years ago on the initiative of the
Fédération Horlogére and specialising
in miniature circuits. Finally Brown
Boveri has perfected the famous "beta-
trons", which are used in the treatment
of several diseases and, in the latest
versions, develop an energy of 45 mil-
lion electron volts. Today Brown
Boveri, along with Siemens, is still the
only firm in the world manufacturing
these apparatuses.

The creation of this triangular
"pool" assembling Hoffmann - La
Roche's knowledge in the medical field.
Brown Boveri's in electronics, and
SIP's in micromechanics, is the upshot
of a long process which has led Swiss
industry to concentrate its efforts in
those specialised sectors in which it
particularly excels. All the same, medi-
cal electronics is an avante-garde sector
where a great deal of spadework re-
mains to be done. It is for this reason
that, on the conclusion of the agree-
ment between Hoffmann-La Roche and
Brown Boveri, the assumption was that
the collaboration between the two firms
would initially take the form of re-
search work aimed at exploring the
possibilities of applying electronic tech-
niques to medicine and biology. It was
anticipated that a number of years
would elapse before actual manufactur-
ing of the apparatus could be taken in
hand and a pivotal role was assigned
to SIP in this connection. However, the
recent agreement with Electronique
Marcel Dassault alters the situation to
the extent that it now seems likely that
the manufacturing stage, i.e. the pro-
duction of medical apparatus, will be
reached more rapidly than had been
originally thought.
Dassault products fill a gap

By assigning its patents and licen-
ces to Hoffmann-La Roche, Electron-
ique Marcel Dassault is in fact giving
up the manufacture of medical appara-
tus whereas the Swiss group acquires
the right to exploit the apparatus in
question commercially. Mainly con-
cerned are the "Monitor V", an appar-
atus permitting simultaneous surveil-
lance of several patients and already
installed in a number of hospitals, the
"Groupamatic", an apparatus for auto-
matic blood-grouping highly rated on
the world market, and various other
instruments. Thus, for the first time in
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Sulzer's international
experience solves heating
problems in Britain

Sulzer's services range from industrial heating and ventilating contracts to
a unique thermostatic radiator valve for use in domestic central heating
systems. This valve, which is helping British families to get more economy
and comfort from their central heating, is called Temset. Set it to the

temperature you want — and from then on it keeps the room at that level

of heat. Temset even makes adjustments to compensate for the number of

people in the room and changes in the weather.
Sulzer Bros./London/Ltd., Bainbridge House, Bainbridge Street, London
W.C.1.
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the medical electronics field, Hoffmann-
La Roche has at its disposal apparatus
which can be placed on the market at
once.

This confers a not inconsiderable
advantage on the Swiss firm. Research,
particularly in a firm in which electron-
ics does not figure importantly, is costly
and a considerable time elapses before
the results can pay off. By reason of the
tight specialised commercial network at
its disposal, Hoffmann-La Roche is in
a position to promote the sales of Das-
sault products. Consequently the medi-
cal electronics sector will not merely
incur research expense but will also
earn a substantial return before very
long. It is in this sense that the Das-
sault products will fill a gap.

Swiss industry enters a promising field
The ties with the Société d'lnstru-

ments de Physique, the agreement with
Brown Boveri, and the purchase of the
Dassault patents attest Hoffmann-La
Roche's determination to secure a posi-
tion in medical electronics. Swiss in-
dustry can thus be seen entering a field
where, although the first steps are still
hesitant, the future is bright. It is likely
that steadily increasing use will be
made in future of electric and elec-
tronic apparatus for refining methods
of diagnosis, for monitoring the con-
ditions of the seriously ill patient, and
finally for applying the techniques of
preventive medicine to large groups of
the population. It is conceivable, too,
that apparatus of this kind will also be
used for purely therapeutic purposes.

The medical electronics market,
dominated in Europe particularly by
the Siemens (Germany), Philips (Neth-
erlands), and Thomson (France) groups
holds out some interesting prospects.
In view of the present efforts being
made by Swiss industry, there is every
ground for believing that, in this field,
the technology of tomorrow will be
greatly indebted to our country.

(fty coHrfesy o/ "Prospect",
Sw/ss Bank Corporation Swrvey)

THE PENETRATION OF
B a OWN BOVERI IN FRANCE

One of France's most important
electrical engineering firms, la Com-
pagn/e L/ec/ronzécan/z/ne (CLA7J, is a
subsidiary of Brown-Boveri, Baden.
For some time, CLM has been seeking
to reach a merger agreement with the
French ./enmonr-Sc/zneider electrical
group. This has so far been opposed by
the French government, eager to stave
off foreign interests from bidding for
key French industries. In fact, /ennzon/-
ScAne/dcr was already in foreign hands,
as it belonged to a Belgian industrialist,
the Baron Empain, who had sought in
vain to sell his 60 per cent share of the
company to the American Westing-
house corporation. Brown-Boveri had
already linked (through CEM) with the
/eM/non.'-Sc/zne/der group in two ways.

CLAI has passed an agreement with the
heavy electrical engineering and re-
cently formed Crazxo/-Lo/>e consort-
ium according to which Crazvo/-Lo/>e
will be using Brown-Boveri turbine
licenses as a preliminary step to closer
co-operation. Craz.ro/-Lo/re is 50 per
cent under the control of Ac/me/der,
which has a 40 per cent stake in ,/cm-
nzont-Sc/zne/der. Secondly, CUM has
passed an agreement with ,/enmon/-
Sehne/der and Pec/z/nez for the con-
struction of nuclear reactors.

In order to safeguard the French
identity of yezzmonZ-Ac/zne/der, the
French government has tried unsuc-
cessfully to merge it with the only other
comparable French company, La cow-
papM/'e Gc/zcra/e f/'L/'ec/rzcz'/c. All the
experts agree that a deal with CLM
would be far more advantageous. One
cogent reason for this would be that
CPA/ has obtained very important con-
tracts for Brown-Boveri turbosets (of
1190 and 460 MW of power) from
America and will need to expand its
production facilities to carry them out.
As /cMwo/zKSV/mcL/fT is working
under capacity and has a complimen-
tary production, a merger would offer
great advantages in the short term. It
remains for the French Government to
establish a nuclear industrial policy
once and for all. The days of General
de Gaulle are over and the idea of com-
plete atomic independence has been
abandoned.

The French technique of using
pure uranium 235 has been abandoned
in favour of the use of enriched uran-
ium 238, as practised in the rest of the
world. The French government will
have to decide between economic ex-
pediency and the military or patriotic
advantages of keeping France's elec-
trical industry entirely French.

The "Société Suisse pour l'lndus-
trie Horlogère", a group comprising the
watch firms Omega, 77«o/ and Lmazco,
has taken over "Economic Swiss Time
Holding", makers of Roxkop/ watches.
The SSIH group was the third largest
maker of completed watches in the
world after the Japanese company Se/ko
and the American watch-maker P/mex.
It was the most important European
watch company in Europe with a staff
of 6,700 and sales of £50 million in
1970.

A new Saw for Handymen and
Model-Makers

A Swiss firm recently put on the
market a saw of entirely new design,
which will allow both amateurs and
professionals to do an infinite number
of different jobs. The great originality
of this saw lies in the fact that it is
equipped with an electromagnet and
not a conventional motor; this révolu-
tionary new design has the advantage
of doing away with maintenance and
lubrication and at the same time en-

suring exceptional long life. This
handy, silent light saw — its weight
varies from 3.5 to 5 kg. (74 to 11 lb.)
depending on the model — is ideal for
many purposes : it saws with remark-
able precision and neatness all kinds of
wood as well as resin, plastic, nylon and
even metals. Its blade can be replaced
by a fine file, so that it can also be used
to make prototypes, in precision engin-
eering and the watch industry.

(OSEC)

A Swiss Technological Pioneer

Although it is difficult to calculate
the exact extent of the market of the
Mettler group at Greifensee (Canton of
Zurich), one thing is definite and that
is that nearly two-thirds of the ana-
lytical and precision balances sold in
the world today are Mettler balances.
This firm, founded 25 years ago, has
revolutionised laboratory weighing
methods the world over. In fact, almost
all the balances manufactured today
are no longer based on the traditional
principle of compensation but on that
of substitution, perfected by Erhard
Mettler, the founder of the firm. The
new weighing method makes it possible
to measure with very great accuracy
not only constant weights but also the
weight of the mass, to analyse its be-
haviour under the effect of very big
variations in temperature, corrosive
gases, etc. It is interesting to note that
NASA uses Mettler thermoanalysers
for testing certain materials sent out
into space. In Swizerland the Mettler
group is composed of four companies,
one of which goes in exclusively for
perfecting and manufacturing optical
scales for high precision measuring in-
struments. Let us also mention that out
of 1,200 people working for Mettler,
including those based in Germany, the
Netherlands and the USA, 150, i.e.
12% are employed exclusively in re-
search.

Co-operation in the Field of
Technology

Sandoz in Basle and Contraves in
Zurich (a branch of the Oerlikon-
Buehrle group) have decided to co-
operate closely in the field of medical
technology and electronics. A year ago
Sandoz widened its activities in the
Hospital Supply sector by purchasing
the American company J. J. Monaghan
Inc. and the two Italian companies
Dasco and Sterilplast. Contraves Co.
Ltd., which specialises in electronics
and the technology of automatic con-
trol and production techniques
achieved its first success in this sector
with the production of a syringe con-
trolled by the electro-cardiogram.
Under the terms of this co-operation,
Sandoz handles the medical aspect of
the appliances and entrusts their mar-
keting to its Hospital Supply division,
while Contraves is responsible for their
technical development and production.

(OSECJ

12


	Business news

