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their modern and pleasantly decorated
canteen where refreshments were
served. It is hoped that some similar
outings can be arranged in the future.

2nd December, 1970

This time—and by the kindness of
Miss Stratton, the general secretary of
the Leeds Council of Social Service-—
we were able to meet on their prem-
ises. It was a good meeting and we en-
joyed a slide show given to us by our
member Mr. P. Lerch illustrating the
beauties of Zermatt and Kandersteg
and its surroundings.

5th December, 1970

This year’s Annual Dinner and
Dance of the Bradford Publicity Asso-
ciation had as its theme “Switzerland”.
The Yorkshire Swiss Club was repre-
sented, so was the Swiss Conulate in
Manchester, the Vice-Consul being the
guest of honour. It turned out to be a
brilliant and extremely well directed
function. Our compatriot Mr. Bertulett,
known to us as “Hans of Switzerland™,
kept the audience spellbound with his
superb accordion playing and Swiss
folk songs, during cabaret time.

Sth January, 1971

A most enjoyable “Swiss Supper
and Specialities” Evening was held in
the rooms of the Leeds Council of So-
cial Services, St. Mark’s Avenue,
Leeds, well supported by members and
friends. A first-class well-stocked buffet
offered by our ladies, included Swiss
cakes, Christmas specialities, Bartholdy
Schueblig. Our famous compatriot, Mr.
H. Bertulett, contributed to the musical
entertainment with his fine accordion
playing, matched only by his own
songs and yodelling, sometimes joined
by the audience. A good start to the
New Year and an evening to remem-
ber.

2nd February, 1971

We were particularly happy to wel-
come our members Rev. D. Young and
Mrs. . Young (who was for many years
our Honorary Treasurer). Bad weather
conditions, perhaps the postal strike,
restricted somewhat our audience, but
we had the pleasure of admiring his
slides taken during a Swiss holiday and
listening to his comments which were
most illustrative and interesting. We
touched on such subjects as Chateau-
d’Oex. Gruyeres, the Bernese Glaciers
and Lakes and many other worthwhile
views of our country.

Sth March, 1971

We met at the Foreign Circle in
Bradford and quite a good number of
members and friends turned up in
spite of the postal strike, thanks to our
direct contacts, the telephone service
and the help given to us on this oc-
casion by Radio Leeds. Mr. Sam Han-
na, a great friend of Switzerland, well-
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known internationally and in television
circles, gave us a most interesting film
show on old English crafts, such as
brush-makers, broom-makers and the
very ancient custom of the harvest time
“Corn Dollies”, all of which are un-
fortunately rapidly disappearing. We
were also thrilled with his films of the
Landsgemeinde of 1952 and 1969, and
to see again the old friends who are no
longer with us, and the many other
changes which a span of 17 years brings
on us.

At the last but one ineeting of the
Yorkshire Swiss Club on 5th October
the idea was put forward by Mr. Ineb-
nit that the Landsgemeinde should be
reconstructed as a model to be the full
window display of a shop in the Kram-
casse in Berne during the next Assem-
bly of the Swiss Abroad. This would
be a worthy contribution from the
Swiss of Great Britain to the 50th As-
sembly of the Swiss Abroad. Mr. Ineb.-
nit has welcomed comments, ideas and
suggestions from club members.

COMMITTEE OF
SWISS CATHOLICS IN LONDON

Encouraged by the result of our
last year’s Christmas Draw and in
view of the recent developments con-
cerning the Swiss Catholic Mission,
the Committee has decided to hold
one again this year. The drawing of
the prizes will take place on Thursday,
9th December, 1971. With the pro-
ceeds we wish to provide additional
support for our Chaplain in his task
of looking after the several thousand
young Swiss temporarily in this coun-
try for studies, training or domestic
work. And he needs it more than ever.

As you may already know, he has
received notice to clear the church and
presbytery by the end of this year for
redevelopment, and the use of the
Westminster Ballroom, our clubhall for
the last eight years, was discontinued
at the beginning of last September.

In close co-operation with the
Ministers of the Swiss Protestant
Church, our Chaplain is doing his best
to build up a new centre for the young
Swiss, where they can meet friends,
get advice and help in everything that
contributes towards a successful stay
abroad and to provide them with the
opportunity of meeting young English
people. For this purpose he has suc-
ceeded in renting the premises of the
newly founded John Southworth Com-
munity and Youth Centre at 48 Great
Peter Street next to St. Ann’s Church
on Sundays from 3 to 11 p.m. This
is already greatly appreciated by our
young Swiss, who visit it in ever in-
creasing numbers.

There are plans to increase the
facilities offered by opening some of
the rooms throughout the week, thus

creating a closer co-operation between
the English and Swiss Youth Clubs.

As you will appreciate there is
still a lot of work and many problems
ahead to make it a success.

May 1 ask you kindly to consider
helping our cause by sending either a
donation or a gift in kind for our
Christmas Draw.

Your generosity will be greatly
appreciated.

O. Grob, Chairman.

Donations to Mr. O. Grob, 60
Seafield Road, London, N.11 1AS

Gifts in kind (latest date 8th
December, 1971) to St. Ann’s Presby-
ery, Abbey Orchard Street, London,
S.W.1.

LEOPOLD SCHAER

N

We are sad to announce the death
of Mr. Leopold Schaer, of 138 Stage
Lane, Edgware, Middx., at the age of
84. He leaves a widow, Mrs. Margaret
Schaer, to whom we should like to
express our feelings of deepest sym-
pathy.

ANGLO-SWISS SOCIETY

A well-attended Anglo-Swiss Soci-
ety Dinner took place at the Orchid
Suite of the Dorchester Hotel on 11th
November. Members and guests lis-
tened to an after-dinner exposé by
Dr. E. M. Bircher, former Cultural
Counsellor at the Swiss Legation, on
“Fifty years of Anglo-Swiss Relations”.
Dr. Bircher, who is Honorary Secre-
tary of the Society, has lived in Eng-
land. on-and-oft, for about fifty years
and has devoted his life to Anglo-
Swiss relations, which was the subject
of his talk.

It started in 1921 when he was
sent by his parents to England to learn
English and took up employment with
the travel firm of Arnold Lunn,
founded by the late Sir Henry Lunn,
very soon thereafter. Mr. Arnold Lunn
was present and also addressed the
meeting. Dr. Bircher’s speech abounded
in anecdotes and was highly entertain-
ing. He stressed his attachment to
Great Britain, which he said was still
a great nation with a great future ahead
of it. He underlined the importance of
Anglo-Swiss relations and expressed
the hope that Great Britain would soon
extricate itself from current economic
difficulties resulting from the loss of
an Empire.
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