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SWISS PREMIERE IN LONDON

The Berne Male Choir and the
Berne Teachers’ Choral Society under
the direction of their excellent conduc-
tor Francois Pantillon sang Beethoven’s
Mass in C and Heinrich Sutermeister’s
Missa da Requiem in the Festival Hall
on Monday, 12th July.

It was, even to our inexperienced
ears, a masterly performance. The hall
was 60 per cent full, an occupation
factor which was quite satisfactory to
the Embassy. who played a great part
in organising the event.

It is apparently unusual for this
vast hall to be so favourably filled for
the performance of modern music, es-
pecially for the English premiere of
the work of an unknown foreign com-
poser. It may be that much of the pub-
lic came to listen to the Mass in C
which was played during the first half
of the concert.

However, the rows of seats re-
mained as filled after the interval as
before and only a handful of listeners
—who were probably incapable of di-
gesting anything composed after -Ber-
lioz—Ileft the hall during the perform-
ance of the Missa da Requiem. It was
silly of them because Sutermeister’s
work was to our mind superior to the
Mass in C, which is not Beethoven’s
best and whose cloying romanticism is
not as soothing as the mellow harmon-
ies of the Missa da Requiem.

The concert had a good review in
the Guardian and the Telegraph. This
is what the Guardian critic had to say:

German composers we have long
welcomed with open arms, and the
French are now more tolerated than
they used to be: Even figures like Hon-
egger and Frank Martin are known
only through a handful of pieces and
to hear their bigger works is something
special. Heinrich Sutermeister will be
a name known, I suspect, only to the
few who in 1953 were occupied with
other things than waving Union Jacks.
Sadler's Wells put on his “Romeo and
Juliet” that year, and this has occasion-
ally been broadcast since. But I recall
encountering very little else of his. All
the more fitting, then, that his large-
scale “Missa da Requiem” (1951-2)
should have been heard at a Royal
Festival Hall concert in which the
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra were
joined by the Berne Choir.

The setting offers every evidence
of the composer’s identification with
dramatic values underlying the Latin
text, and his setting follows more the
intimate example of Fauré rather than
Verdi or Berlioz. But it doesn’t quite
get there. The music’s identity is not
fully formed. Only in the “Sanctus
Benedictus” movement does the music

progress from severe choral counter-
point to a full assertion of lyricism
which the two soloists throughout sug-
gest to be the principal objective.

Elsewhere in the work Sutermei-
ster fails to establish proper contrasts to
the weighty tonal writing, with its insis-
tent rhythms, that is his usual starting-
point. The music becomes still weight-
ier, mushier, and thick wind-chords
constantly obtrude. In remaining faith-
ful to the text, also, Sutermeister some-
what subdues his own creative spark
and consequently each movement very
nearly sounds like the last one.

The “Requiem” was confidently
rendered by the Berne Choir (which
comprises the City’s Male Voice Choir
and Teachers’ Choral Society) with the
Swiss conductor, Francois Pantillon in
charge. In the first part of the concert,
this choir proved just right for the Beet-
hoven Mass in C: not full-blooded like
many of our own choirs, but with a
sonorous range that was equal to the
reflective mood of this setting while ef-
fectively scaling-down the more por-
tentous outbursts. Occasional details of
choral and orchestral balance went
awry, but it was still a sensitive read-
ing. Excellent solo-singing—always in
tune and perfectly balanced—came
from Elizabeth Simon, Norma Procter,
Alexander Young and Benjamin Lux-
ton.

There were probably as many as
150 Swiss in the hall. After the per-
formance a few of them joined the
singers in a reception offered by the
Embassy in the foyer. A member of
the Berne Choir made a most laud-
atory address to his musical friend and
guide, Francois Pantillon, who himself
gave an address stressing what an im-
portant event the night’s performance
had been.

Heinrich Sutermeister was there
too, busy signing autographs. He had
appeared on the podium at the end of
the performance and shook hands with
the conductor and the soloists in the
midst of a gale of applause. Prizes and
congratulations were extended to the
devoted organisers of an evening which
had first been conceived while Mr.
René Keller was Swiss Ambassador in
London.

Despite the relative box-office suc-
cess of the evening, it would not have
been possible to defray the cost of
such a sumptuous performance with-
out a 25,000-franc injection from the
Pro Helvetia Foundation. This supplied
us and the many guests of the Embassy
with free tickets—and with it a rare
opportunity of enjoying the largesse
of the Swiss State.

(PMB)

SWISS CHURCH

SERVICES EN FRANCAIS: & [IEglise
Suisse, 79 Endell Street, W.C.2, tous les
dimanches a 11h15 et 19h00.

SAINTE-CENE: le premier et troisiéme
dimanche du mois, matin et soir.

PERMANENCE: chaque jeudi de 15h00 3
18h00.

REUNION DE QUARTIER: huit veillées
en automne et au printemps; voir “Le
Messager”’

CLUB DES JEUNES: tous les dimanches
de 12h00 a 22h30, tous les jeudis de
15h00 a 22h30.

REUNION DE COUTURE: le 2¢ mardi du
mois.

LUNCH:_: tous les dimanches a 13h00.
VISITES: sur demande.

PASTEUR: A. Nicod, 7 Park View Road,
Londor N.3. Téléphone 01-346 5281,

* * *
SERVICES IN GERMAN: at Eglise Suisse,
79 Endell Street, W.C.2, at 10 a.m.

At St. Ann’s Church, Abbey Orchard
Street, S.W.1. at 7.30 p.m.

HOLY COMMUNION: every first Sunday
of the month at evening service only.
On major feasts at morning and evening
services.

CONSULTATIONS: every Wednesday 4-6
p.m. at Eglise Suisse.

DISTRICT GROUPS (W.4 and S.E.21) and
SERVICES OUTSIDE LONDON: see
“Gemeindebote”.

SERVICES IN ENGLISH:
Sunday at 7.30 p.m.

“KONTAKT” (Youth Group): every Wed-
nesday 4-10 p.m. at Eglise Suisse.
Supper at 6.30 p.m. Programme at 8
p.m.

SWISS Y.M.C.A.: see Forthcoming Events,

WOMEN’S CIRCLE: every first Tuesday of
the Month.

MOTHERS’ REUNION: Ist Wednesday in
the Month, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

VISITS: by request,

MINISTER: Pfr. M, Dietler, 1. Womersley
Road, N.8. Telephone 01-340 6018.

every fourth

SWISS CATHOLIC MISSION: a St. Ann’s
Church, Abbey Orchard Street (¢ff No. 25
Victoria Street), S.W.1.

SATURDAYS: Ecumenical Service at 6.30
p.m.

SUNDAYS: Holy Mass at 9 and 11 a.m (in
English).
At 6.30 p.m. (mostly in German).

CONSULTATIONS AND CONFESSIONS :
preferably on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays in the afternoon or by appoint-
ment,

SERVICES EN FRANCAIS: Notre Dame de
France, 5 Leicester Place, W.C.2. on Suns.
at 9, 10, 11 a.m. 12.15, 6, 7 p.m.

SWISS CATHOLIC YOUTH CLUB —
Meeting every Sunday after Evening
Mass (8-11 p.m.) at Westminster Ball
Room, 30 Strutton Ground, S.W.1.

CHAPLAIN: Paul Bossard, St. Ann’s
Church, Abbey Orchard Street, S.W.1.
Tel.: 01-222 2895.
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