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failure of their affair by crying out to
him “You cannot love!”

Meanwhile, Gerald took it on him-
self to maintain the respectability of
his family. He had a great affection for
his father, but as the latter gradually
drifted out of his life, Gerald felt in-
creasingly exposed and the crisis which
he had to go through on his father’s
death brings to light his overwhelming
desire for Gudrun and underlies the
problems that he underwent before sub-
mitting to death, literally out of fear of
himself and of life.

Gerald’s weakness

“But now his father was passing
away, Gerald found himself left ex-
posed and unready before the storm of
living. He did not establish an estab-
lished order and a living idea. The
whole unifying idea of mankind seemed
to be dying with his father, the central-
ising whole that had held the whole to-
gether seemed to collapse with his father
... He knew that all his life he had
been wrenching at the frame of life to
break it apart. And now, with some-
thing of the terror of a destructive
child, he saw himself on the point of
inheriting his own destruction.”

In the crisis after his father’s death,
Gerald’s conscious self-control fails
him and thus reveals his instability.
Early one restless night, he dresses hur-
riedly and goes to abate three desires.
He goes to look for Birkin, he then
visits his father’s grave, and then goes
to Gudrun. The first movement is like
a quest for salvation to the man who
could tell him the truth about himself
and restore him to life; the second was
death and escape from himself; then to
Gudrun, to escape from death. When
the affair with Gudrun fails, he yields
more and more to the impulse which
had sent him walking in the darkness
towards the grave. He lives for the
mindless thrill of speeding down the
snowy slopes, liberated from aware-
ness, courting death.

A destructive end
to the affair

Gerald first saw Gudrun at his
sister’s wedding. She had reacted
strongly to his presence, wishing to be
left alone. From then on, one gradually
realises that the relation generates a
destructive force which will lead it to
disaster. Knowing that the final fight in
which Gerald almost choked Gudrun to
death is not occasioned (although this
can be concluded on a casual reading)
by Gerald’s jealousy of the sculptor
Loerke, one must try to grasp the essen-
tially negative nature of their relation-
ship. Whatever there was between this
man and this woman, it sprang from
the depth of their souls, having nonthe-
less a mystical quality. In the rabbit
scene of Chapter XVIII Gerald and
Gudrun spring up to satisfy the un-
specified urge of tearing at each other.
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Their relationship appears to have an
animal-like but yet binding quality of
hardness and cruelty.

“Ah, if that which was unknown
and suppressed in her were once let
loose, what an orgiastic and satisfying
event it would be. And she wanted it,
she trembled slightly from the prox-
imity of the man, who stood just behind
her, suggestive of the same licentious-
ness that rose in herself. She wanted it
with him, this unacknowledged frenzy.
For a moment the clear perception of
this preoccupied her, distinct and per-
fect in its final reality . ..”

Their mating, on realisation, was
like the mating of insects in which the
female kills the male. The strong indus-
trial magnate turned out to be the
weaker of the two and Gudrun knew it
from the beginning. She finally sent
Gerald to his death when she had worn
of him, killing him without premedita-
tion in forcing him to face the frozen
emptiness of his soul, while she attempts
to find her true mate in the German
sculptor Loerke.

However dramatic and symbolic
the Gerald-Gudrun relationship, it is
probably through Birkin and Ursula
that Lawrence wishes to explicit his
ideas on love. Birkin speaks to his mate
of a “love beyond love™ and insists that
ordinary love always falls away in the
last instance because one is ultimately
alone. He fails however to make Ursula
usderstand, partly because she has a
conventional conception of love and
partly because she suspects Birkin is
thinking of a relationship in which the
female is subject to the male. Birkin
defines “a further sensual experience,
something deeper, darker, than ordin-
ary life could give”. He is inspired and
decides that he must propose to Ursula.
She rejects him but later turns back to
him, prepared to fight him for her belief
that love is everything.

Lawrence and homosexuality

In “Women in Love”, the theme of
homosexuality could afford an ambig-
uous interpretation. However, neither
the offer of “Blutbriiderschaft™, nor the
wrestling episode, nor the closing con-
versation of the novel could lead to the
conclusion that Lawrence wanted to
praise homosexuality otherwise than in
a broad psychological sense, as a male
entente. The problem of homosexuality
in Lawrence and his work is not a
simple one and the suggestions offered
by his biography ought to direct one to
a more careful reading of his work. It
is however wrong to confuse his life
with his work and suppose that Birkin
is, as a recent critic put it, “the Law-
rence figure, that is to say, the author
embodied in his work™.

In portraying Birkin’s cravings for
friendship with Gerald, the intention of
“Women in Love” is to represent the
incompleteness of Birkin’s relationship
with Ursula. This relationship does not

appear an ‘“ideal” one, neither can it be
considered to be what Lawrence con-
sidered to be the “norm” of relation-
ships. Birkin’s religion of love beyond
love, the kind of ultimate marriage he
dreamt of, could not perform the func-
tion that he hoped it would. Birkin had
hoped that love would have given him
stability, “seeing that there is no God™.
but it didn’t. Whether it was his in-
capacity for this perfect love or its in-
existence, a wish was not achieved. His
craving for both erotic practice and
male friendship clarify the foundation
of his “religion d’amour”. But one can
only conclude by saying that the claim
that a religion of love can be a substi-
tute for God involves a knowledge of
man which is unattainable. All one can
assert is that the religion of love failed
to satisfy Birkin. An attempt to go
beyond this statement would turn the
novel into sociology, and “Women in
Love” remains a novel, not a treatise on
social psychology, whatever Lawrence’s
intentions.
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