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thing the late historian Gottfried Gug-
genbuehl said over a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, at a time of great stress and
decision. But they could serve just as
well as the Leitmotiv for this year’s
National Day. For they contain all our
important thoughts and feelings. They
express the sense of our National Day
Celebration which every year finds its
greatest fulfillmnt in the Bundesfeiers-
pende, the collection taken on the Ist
of August.

This year, the collection is in aid
of women’s work under the motto of
“Woman in the service of the People”.

Our times demand more and more
of all women. They have a difficult job
as mothers and homemakers, as work-
ing women in all fields and as citizens.
The women’s organisations have as
their aim to help to train and educate
women and to enable them to face the
problems of today and of the future.
They do this by running advice and
training centres in domestic, legal and
cuiturai matters, etc., as well as by
thorough professional training. The
great responsiblities which the woman
of today has to face is not only strange,
but it demands special training for in-
dependent thinking and acting. The
dangers of mass media, but also their
positive sides, force responsible women
to make their influence felt. Women’s
organisations relieve the State to a con-
siderable extent of its tasks in welfare
and other activities for the common
good. This is one of the reasons why
these organisations should be sup-
ported to further women’s voluntary
work.

In order to prevent the breaking
up of the collection into too many
small amounts, it was decided that the
five umbrella organisations should be
given the money to further their ac-
tivities each in its own special field.
Thus every kind of woman’s work will
benefit. The five are “The Alliance of
Women’s Associations™ (Bund Schwei-
zerischer Frauenvereigne), the Union
of Women'’s Societies of Public Utility”
(Schweizerischer Gemeinniitziger Frau-
enverein), the “Swiss League of Catho-
lic Women” (Schweizerischer Kathol-
ischer Frauenbund), the “Swiss Federa-
tion of Protestant Women” (Evangel-
ischer Frauenbund der Schweiz), and
the “Swiss Association for Home Ser-
vice” (Schweizerische Arbeitsgemein-
schaft fiir den Hausdienst).

It is a wonderful task for the indi-
vidual to support these worthwhile ac-
tivities by buying special stamps and
postcards and above all by purchasing
the badge. We Swiss abroad can at
least do the latter. The attractive
badges will be on sale with Swiss so-
cieties and Consulates and Embassies.
Perhaps we Swiss in Great Britain
should remember that several of the
women’s organisations which will bene-
fit from our support regularly subsidise
the Welfare Office for Swiss Girls in
Great Britain and two of them were in-
strumental at the time in getting the
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Swiss Hostel for Girls established in
London.
Please give as much help as pos-
sible — it is worth it.
(M.M.)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Every Thursday from 6 to 7.30 p.m.
Discussion Circle in  English.
Young men especially invited. Tea
from 6 to 6.15 p.m. Swiss Room,
Y .M.C.A., Gt. Russell St.. W.C.1.

Secours Mutuels des Suisses a Londres.
No meetings until October.
JUNE

Sunday 28th. SWISS RIFLE ASSO-
CIATION “WALDFEST” at the
LLong Siberia Range, Bisley, Sur-
rey. Starting at 12 a.m.

Sunday 28th. Swiss Mercantile Society’s
family outing. Details from Sec-
retary, 01 636 2892-2894.

Tuesday 30th. Swiss Club Edinburgh.
Barbecue on the shores of the
Forth. 7.30 p.m. at Binn’s Corner.
CULTURAL EVENTS

Institute of Contemporary Art. Exhi-
bition of the artistic effects of
vibration by the Swiss physicist
Hans Jenny, till July 23rd.

MISCELLANEOUS
ADVERTISEMENTS

English Gent would like to meet

Swiss friend, female, 40 to 30

years of age. Must be able to speak

English. Please reply to Mr. A.

Cox., 19 Glen Ave. Ashford,
Middx.

Young Englishman of Swiss ex-
traction who is learning German
seeks Swiss person for help in
Conversation practice in German.
Middx.-LLondon area. Please reply
to Mr. Portmann, 8 Highfield Ave.
Wembley Park, Middx.

Mrs. Metford-Sewell gives lessons in
French and French conversation.
Telephone gg5 0083

MR. PAUL BUCHER — 70

Mr. Paul Bucher, of Bedford,
well-known to many of the older
generation of Swiss Observer readers.
has now fully retired from business
life. Born in Qerlikon, he first came to
this country in 1920, holding several
positions in the City of London and
also in Bradford. After 18 months in
Spain, in 1925 he returned to Switzer-
land, but came to England again in
1929 working in the West End of
London.

In 1933 he was given the position
as first Company Secretary and Com-
mercial Manager of the newly formed
Britannia Iron & Steel Works Ltd. in
Bedford, a subsidiary of George
Fischer Limited. Schaffhausen. He
later also became Chairman and Direc-
tor of Le Bas Tube Co. Ltd., London,
and Director of the Holding Company.

George Fischer (Great Britain) Ltd. He
retired as Managing Director of
Britannia at the end of 1965, but stayed
on the Boards of the three Companies
until the beginning of June this year.
During the last five years he has
travelled extensively overseas in the
U.S.A., Canada, Africa and the Con-
tinent.

Mr. Bucher will celebrate his 7Cth
birthday on 27th June 1970. not at his
home in Bedford, but somewhere in
Spain on yet another short holiday
tour.

We wish him continued good
health and many more years of happy
retirement.

(W.H.)

COMMUNIQUE BY THE
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN
BERNE CONCERNING THE
FORUM OF SWITZERLAND

On June 5th 1970, the “Forum of
Switzerland London” Foundation was
created in Berne. The aim of this in-
stitution is to equip existing premises in
the “Swiss Centre” in London with a
view to organising cultural, social and
economic events. In accordance with
the Federal order of 18th December
1969. the Confederation will contribute
2.2 million francs to the creation of the
“Forum™. The remainder of the ex-
pense will be assured by contributions
from the Swiss Colony in London. from
private business and other interested
parties.

Mr. Willy Spiihler, former federal
councillor, has been nominated as
President of the Foundation. All the
interested parties will be represented
at the Council of the Foundation. These
will include the Confederation, Pro
Helvetia. the Federation of Swiss So-
cieties in the U.K., the Swiss Bank Cor-
poration, Swiss Fair Ltd., La Nouvelle
Société Helvétique, the Swiss National
Tourist Office and the Swiss Economic
Council.

THE PERSONAL TOUCH

—that’s what counts

FOR ALL TRAVELS
—by Land, Sea and Air l

let A« GANDON make
your reservations

TICKETS issued at STATION PRICES
NO BOOKING FEE

HOWSHIP

ERAVEL AGENGY

188, UXBRIDGE ROAD

Shepherds Bush W.12
Telephones: 0Ol - 743 6268/9 and 1898
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