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THE SWISS OBSERVER

24th May 1968

From the Reuss into the Landwassertal, via Thalwil
and Landquart to Davos. The visit to the Grisons was
made in memory of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who, together
with his two Swiss friends, the Branger brothers, had,
on 23rd March 1894, crossed the Maienfelder Furka on
the strange “ Norwegian boards” in seven hours. A
plaque was unveiled in the Kurpark at Davos, in honour
of the first British skier. The 1968 party did the same
journey in an antique steam train to Chur and in a modern
rail-car to Arosa

S

The Sherlock Holmes Friends in Lucerne.

SN

“ Ski-ing then and now > was the attraction on the
Hornli where modern experts competed somewhat un-
evenly with the Victorians who performed on ancient skis
out of the local Heimatmuseum. In the ’nineties, Sir
Arthur had predicted in “ An Alpine Pass on Skis” that
hundreds of British visitors would come to Switzerland
to do ski-ing. Today, the British spend over half a million
nights in Switzerland in a normal winter season.

Monday, 6th May, the last day of the tour, ended
with a visit to the “ Gnomes of Zurich ”. Let * Inspector
Lestrade ” himself report: “ The final effort was an un-
believable party in the Union Bank of Switzerland. I have
tried to imagine the Bank of England being opened at such
a time to let in a hundred-piece band, a foreign costumed
party and TV cameras, with every counter occupied by
maidens pouring wine while the gold reserves are thrown
open for viewing. That's what happened in Zurich — and
to crown it all, the “ Gnomes of Zurich” came along and
gave us presents of gold-covered chocolate coins (except
that two of them were the REAL THING to help our own
Reserves as a kindly gesture).”

Thus this “ remarkable — most remarkable ” pilgrim-
age drew to an end; the curtain came down on the great
charade when the party landed back in Britain . . . and
once again, Mr. Sherlock Holmes is free to devote his life
to examining those interesting little problems which the
complex life of London so plentifully presents”.

(Compiled from information received by courtesy of Agence
Télégraphique Suisse and Swiss National Tourist Office
to whom we are also indebted for photos and blocks.)

“SWISS OBSERVER ” PUBLICATION DATES

The “ Swiss Observer ” is published every second and
fourth Friday of the month. Our next issue will appear
on 14th June. We shall be glad to receive all articles
and reports not later than Tuesday, 4th June. Short news
items only can be accepted later.

Our next issue but one will be published on Friday,
28th June. Contributions for that number should be to
hand by Tuesday, 18th June.

SWISS IN GREAT BRITAIN
IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

by
Béat de Fischer

(Former Ambassador to the Court of St. James’s.)
(Continued)

A second and powerful factor which helped the Swiss
to blossom out in England in the eighteenth century was
the interest that Protestant England, her sovereigns and
the Whigs on the one hand, and the Reformed Cantons
and Geneva on the other hand, took in each other.

The accession of William of Orange to the English
Throne was warmly welcomed by Geneva and the Pro-
testant Cantons. His policy towards them remained that
of his successors throughout the century: its aim was to
check French influence in Switzerland, to rally to the
Allied cause at least the Protestant Cantons, and to obtain
soldiers from them. English and Swiss interests were not
always fully in harmony, for each side acted upon very
different motives. But on the whole the Swiss neutrality
served singularly well the policy for European balance
pursued by England. Apart from that, England saw in
Switzerland — placed in the centre of the Continent and
where so many foreign interests overlapped — a first-rate
observation post. All this worked very much in favour
of England’s friendly policy towards Switzerland and
Geneva, and it also motivated the despatch to our land of
successive diplomatic missions.

But there also were very special reasons for the
kindly dispositions towards Switzerland of the different
sovereigns. William III came from a country long linked
by a close friendship with Reformed Switzerland, and,
already in the Netherlands, he himself had had in his
service numerous officers from our country. It is natural
that in England, too, he should have maintained his
friendly feelings for them and continued to rely on their
loyalty. In its turn the Hanoverian dynasty liked to sur-
round itself with Protestant Swiss, Genevans and Neucha-
telois. Of German origin, slow to learn the English tongue
and get used to the English way of life, these sovereigns
and their equally Germanic wives were quite glad ‘to
welcome Swiss people who spoke or at least understood
their own language, adhered to the same faith, belonged
to the same culture or were familiar with it, and willingly
served a court which was not always popular and some-
times struggled with financial difficulties. Moreover, after
the founding in 1735 of Gottingen University, where many
Swiss taught and studied, new links were forged between
the royal family and Swiss circles. Was not A. de Haller
a professor at that illustrious centre of learning? Did not
King George III refuse to allow Haller to accept a Bernese
diplomatic mission in London in order to keep him in
Gottingen?’ And was it not typical that Ph. A. Stapfer,
for instance, should spend a period there before completing
his studies in England?

All this helps to explain the favourable welcome
extended to some of the Swiss in England, a welcome
which was all the more cordial because the Confederation
kept no diplomatic agents in London, and it was precisely
these Swiss who ensured regular contacts between their
country and the English Court and Government. Our
diplomatists and officers in the service of the Crown played
a substantial part in Anglo-Swiss relations, notably where
the Prussian succession to the Throne of Neuchatel and
the enrolment of Swiss troops were concerned.
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