
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1967)

Heft: 1523

Artikel: A Swiss invention simplifies the study of music

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-692237

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-692237
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


12th May 1967 THE SWISS OBSERVER 52433

A SWISS INVENTION SIMPLIFIES THE STUDY

OF MUSIC

The reputation of Swiss scientists for inventiveness
is firmly established. Many of them have won awards
abroad, in particular at the last International Inventors
Salon in Brussels. At this Salon, a gold medal was
awarded for a system simplifying the reading of musical
scores. It consists of two appliances, a Metrophone,
designed for beginners, and a Directophone based on the
same principle but for advanced students. In this system,
each note is designated by a number appearing on a
tablature fixed above the piano keyboard or on the finger-
board or stops of a string instrument. On a special musical
score the traditional symbols for the notes are replaced by
dashes placed at a height corresponding to the number of
the note to be played, their length being proportional to
the time for which the note is to be held. As each note
approaches a graduated scale the student sees at a glance
the number of the note, the exact moment at which he
must play it and the time for which it is to be held. In
the instrument for beginners, it is the scale that moves
from left to right over the score, at a steady adjustable
pace, while in the model for advanced students, the com-
plete score unwinds in front of the musician's eyes. This
interesting invention is completed by the Prestidactyl, a
device similar to a mechanotherapeutical apparatus and
intended to increase the speed and independence of
musicians' fingers.

[O.S.E.C.]

A SWISS SCIENTIST WINS A FOREIGN AWARD

The research into the properties of galvanic deposits
carried out at the Swiss Laboratory of Horological Re-
search in Neuchâtel and at Neuchâtel University has
caught the attention of the scientific world. Many in-
dustries all over the world have also shown an interest
in this work, whether in the field of surface protection,
mechanical, physical or chemical properties, the adherence
of the deposit, the appearance of the objects treated, the
methods to be used, etc. A young Swiss physicist, Mr.
Eric-M. Hofer of St. Imier, recently won the Francis Mils
Turner award, which the United States Electrochemical
Society awards each year to a young scientist for work
carried out in the field of electrochemistry. The young
Swiss scientist was selected for this year's award on the
strength of his Ph. D. thesis on the radiocrystallographic
study of galvanic deposits and catalysers by the analysis
of the diffraction lines. It is interesting to note that after
his studies in Neuchâtel, Mr. Hofer, who has specialised
in research into the problems of galvanic deposits, spent
two years carrying out further research in the United
States, where in 1965 the Journal of the Electrochemical
Society published two of his reports on the structure of
copper deposits and their analysis.

[O.S.E.C.]

The Omega Constellation is more than a watch, it is

a chronometer—a title reserved exclusively for watches
which pass the 360-hour accuracy and reliability tests of
a Swiss Institute for Official ChronometerTests.
And every model has earned the coveted citation
"Especially good results" — Switzerland's top degree
for accuracy. List prices in the Constellation Collection
are from over £300forthe 1 8ct. gold model on a bracelet
and with a diamond-set dial, to £50.0.0 for a

Constellation in stainless steel.
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